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About 20 people attended an informal meeting at the ENFO office in Dublin
on Ist December 1990 to discuss their common interest in whales and
dolphins in Irish waters. The initiative and organisation of the meeting
was the work of Brendan Price and a mixture of people from interested
amateurs to representatives of pressure groups (Grcenpeace. Dublin Bay
Environment Group), academics and even a government scientist attended.

It was agreed that there is much to be discovered about Cetaceans in Irish
waters and that amateur natur •.li5ts can play 11 vilul role in observing
living animals and in recording strandings. Those with a more
professional interest could greatly benefit from a coordinated network of
observers collecting data and specimens for analysis. The formation of a
loose association was therefore deemed beneficial for everyone in Ireland
interested in whales and dolphins and it was agreed to form the

IRISH WHALE AND DOLPHIN GROUP

Broadly speaking. the group aims to open up channels of communication
between the many individuals who are interested in whales and dolphins
and who are scattered throughout the island. At present this is not
envisaged to be the fonnation of another Society or Club and there will not
be a membership fee. although some contribution towards the cost of
producing and posting literature may have to be sought (e.g. some sac's).
The aims have not been thoroughly worked out but the following points are
generally agreed:

a) to do what we can to further the conservation and protection
of cetaceans in Irish waters;

b) to collect. collate and disseminate observations of cetac.eans
in Irish waters and to encourage publication in IN!;

c ) to offer assistance and share experiences to improve the
accuracy of identification of cetaceans at sea and as
strandings; I

d) to produce guidelines for thc taking of samples from
stranded cetaceans and guidelines on the assessment of the
cause of death;

e) to liase with international organisations with similar aims
(Mammal Society; European Cetacean Society).

It was decided that an inaugural meeting of the group would be held on
Saturday 2nd March 1991 .at University College Cork and anyone
interested in attending or being kept in touch with developments. should
write to one of the addresses below (enclosing a stamped. addressed
envelope). The five points listed above will be a part of the agenda. but if
you have issues that you would like to have included please get in touch.

Simon Berrow,
Zoology Department.
University College.
CORK.

Don Cotton.
Department of Environmental Science.
Regional Technical College.
SLIGO.


