
The IWDG - towards the Year 2000 and beyond

Issue

Fifteen

Much has happened since the last newsletter
(which was in fact, issue 14 and not 13 
which just goes to show that we are not a
superstitious bunch, but apologies for any
confusion that two issue 13s may have
caused) and the last meeting (at Carrigaholt,
Co. Clare).
The report on the Bottlenose Dolphin survey
in the Shannon to the Marine Institute is now

finished. The project, which involved the
Coastal Resources Centre and the Hydraulics
and Maritime Research Centre, at V.C.C.,
the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group, Duchas,
the Heritage Service and West-Clare
Development Co-Op (principally Geoff
Magee), looked at the distribution of the
dolphins within the estuary, their abundance,
habitat requirements, seasonality and
activities. It also examined the interactions

of the dolphins with boat traffic, the
potential for developing a boat-based
industry and land-based educational and
dolphin watching facilities. In addition,
codes of conduct for tour operators were
drafted. The IWDG played a large role in
this study, largely through the hard work of
Conal O'Flanagan but also the many
enthusiastic, humorous members who

participated in the Minimum Population
Estimates. The main results of the work will
be summarised for the next newsletter.

The second major event was the purchasing
of pontoons for rescuing live stranded
dolphins. These pontoons were purchased as
a result of the hard work of Padraig Whooley
and Brendan Price, to whom we are all
grateful and the future plans for the pontoons
are discussed in an article written by Padriag
in this issue.
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A third project, instigated by Simon Berrow,
looked at the potential for whale and dolphin
watching off the West Coast and Simon
reports the results of the survey in this issue.
Stories from this adventure are also reported
by Padraig Whooley, in his own inimitable
way.
Which leads on to the "Where Do We Go
From Here" article in the last issue of the

newsletter, which Conal O'Flanagan and I
wrote, in the hope of obtaining some ideas
from members of the group as to where they
would like to see the group going and ideas
for projects that could be developed. The
only response that we obtained was from the
aforementioned Simon Berrow (a past co
ordinator) and Padraig Whooley (the current
secretary). In their article, "The future of the
IWDG" published here they outline some of
the many achievements of the IWDG and
suggest possible future directions. Some of
the suggestions, such as the establishment of
the IWDG as a charitable organisation with
paid - up members have been discussed
previously. Four years ago, it was decided
that the legal implications of establishing a
charity were large and at that time, the group
decided not to go down that road, but
instead, to adopt a constitution and have a
committee, which presently comprises six
people. It may be time to revisit this
decision.

In relation to other ideas and suggestions, we
would still very much like to hear from other
members of the group. Ever since its'
inception, it was always our intention that
the group was for everyone, everyone should
have an input and we would like feedback
from others on these and other issues.

Emer Rogan
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A.G.M. Belfast 27th February 1999
The next meeting of the IWDG (which is also the
Annual General Meeting) will be held on 27th February
1999 in the Ulster Museum, Botanic Gardens, Belfast.

The meeting is being held in association with the
Department of the Environment (N.L) Environment and
Heritage Service and with the Ulster Museum.The
meeting will start at 11.00am with the A.G.M. proper

and the afternoon session, starting at 2.00 pm will be
devoted to illustrated talks. During the A.G.M. proper, in

addition to discussing some of the issues raised, we will
need to elect two new members to the committee. In

accordance with our constitution, two members must

step down after two years and so the opportunity now
exists for two people who would like to serve on the
committee to be elected. Nominations for the committee

will be accepted up until February 22nd 1999 and the

The future of the IWDG

In the editorial of the last newsletter (No. 14) Conal
O'Flanagan and Emer Rogan raised some important issues
as to where the IWDG was going and what were its
objectives. It is essential for any group, society, and even
individuals to take stock of what they are doing, where
they are going, whether they are achieving their objectives
and what would they like to be contributing to. The IWDG
has been going for 8 years and has achieved a lot but
perhaps now is a good time to reflect and re-evaluate its
success and original aims and direct it into the next
millennium. There has never been a time when the public
and academic interest in cetaceans (whales, dolphins and
porpoises) has been so great and if the IWDG is to
continue to be Ireland's primary group involved with these
magnificent creatures and contribute to the international
study and conservation of cetaceans then the group may
need a new direction.

Background
The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group was set up in
December 1990 at a meeting organised by Brendan Price at
the newly opened ENFO offices in Dublin. Brendan was
interested in exploring the idea of declaring Ireland a
Whale Sanctuary and invited people interested in marine
issues in Ireland to a public meeting. At this meeting this
proposal was formulated in addition to another

encouraging the Irish government to employ a Marine
Biologist, with responsibility for cetaceans, to the National
Parks and Wildlife Service. At the meeting it was also
decided to form a group whose main objective was to
establish a stranding and sighting scheme for baseline
monitoring of cetaceans in Irish waters. The group was
formed and the two proposals, after receiving full backing
from all the NGOs in Ireland, submitted to the government.

Soon after this initial meeting a network of local contacts
was set up around the coast to record stranded cetaceans
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election will be held at the AGM. Only members who
are currently on the mailing list (as of January 1st 1999)

are entitled to vote. Nominations, including a brief

resume, should be sent to Emer Rogan or Padraig
Whooley.
We would like to thank Johnny Woodlock and Terry
Bruton our two outgoing members for all their hard

work and enthusiasm over the last seven years.
Speakers for the afternoon session will include Simon

Berrow, who will speak on his experiences in the South

Atlantic, and on cetaceans in that region. Simon Ingram
will speak on the now complete Shannon Estuary
Bottlenose dolphin study and other speakers are being
lined up as we go to press.

It should be an interesting and enjoyable meeting and we
would love to see you all there.

and collect records of those sighted in Irish waters. It was
felt that a local contact, known to be interested in

cetaceans, provided the most effective coverage of the Irish
coastline. The network covered the whole of Ireland with

Terry Bruton from the Ulster Museum, Belfast acting as
co-ordinator in Northern Ireland. Standardised recording
forms, identification guides were produced and local talks
given with the support of the Seawatch Foundation in the
UK.

The first success of the group came quickly when in June,
1991 the Irish government adopted the IWDGs proposal to
declare Ireland a whale sanctuary. Although largely
political this was the first time a country in Europe had
made such an unequivocal statement on whale
conservation and has had important implications around
the world. Since this declaration funding was awarded to
University College, Cork for a number of research projects
on cetaceans and UCC have continued to act as the contact

address for the IWDG. A number of research projects have
also been carried out under the auspices of the IWDG and
records from the stranding and sighting network
contributed to a large number of other studies. Since these
early days the IWDG can reflect on a number of
achievements but perhaps now is the time to take stock and
look at the direction the IWDG is going. It is apparent that
new projects and ambitions are necessary if the Group is to
continue to be effective in Ireland and abroad.

Achievements of the IWDG:
• declaration of Irish territorial waters as a whale and

dolphin sanctuary
• established and co-ordinates stranding and sighting
scheme. Annually submits a list of stranded cetaceans for
publication in the Irish Naturalists Journal.
• promoted whale-watching in Ireland through Bord Failte
information sheets and international publications.
• initiated and supports the developing dolphin watching
industry in the Shannon estuary.
• conducted acoustic and visual whale survey off County
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Mayo in collaboration with International Fund for Animal
Welfare

• employed an education officer on a casual basis to visit
schools and increased awareness of cetaceans in Ireland

• provided NGO input into the International Whaling
Commission meeting held in Dublin and hosted a number
of receptions and workshops.
• produced and circulated guidelines for the welfare of live
stranded cetaceans in Ireland

• organised a stranded whale workshop in Dublin with
British Divers Marine Life Rescue and purchased a
pontoon for recovery of live stranded cetaceans
·organising workshops around the country to ensure a

properly equipped, trained and experienced network of
people exists to offer the best assistance to live strandings

Future direction and objectives
Since the inception of the IWDG there is now an active
research group established at DCC working on cetaceans in
Ireland. The IWDG can still contribute to their study and
the stranding and sighting network is seen as the backbone
of the IWDG. It is arguably best co-ordinated by a body
such as the IWDG and not a scientific institution but it is

essential that the IWDG retains a strong scientific basis to
its work if it is to maintain its effectiveness and credibility.
The other main area of responsibility is in education and
interpretation.

We suggest that if the IWDG is to continue to be effective
it must develop a stronger support base and it's own
independence. Awareness' of whales and dolphins in
Ireland has increased massively but the potential in this
country is still under-developed. No longer can the IWDG
rely on the goodwill of its supporters or piggy-back on
larger research projects. We consider that there is enough

Summer Holiday
"What do you do there anyway?" is the question I often
encounter whenever I eventually tell people where I'm
going again this summer and "Nothing" is the answer they
most often receive which they seem to find very
disconcerting. I think it's not P.e. to do nothing or at least,
to admit to doing nothing. I don't care though, about being
P.e. that is. There's nothing I like better than to leave a
day to it's own resources and to drift in its flow. Who
could organise or plan a day as beautiful as the 9th of
August 1998 anyway? I couldn't, but it was probably one
of the most momentous days of my life.

The morning was sunny with a hint of the inevitable clouds
in the sky. The water was silky and the tide was ruffled by
the southerly wind. After a long swim and a breakfast of
seaweed and barleycup I wrote a few letters and boiled a
few eggs for lunch. It can take a long time to shell an egg
on the Blaskets you know . You could meet people you
haven't seen for a year at the well and then you could be
drawn by the sound of music in the cafe and take out the
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support in Ireland to maintain the IWDG in its own right
and suggest this is the direction it should be taking.

The IWDG should:
• register as an official charity "dedicated to the study and
conservation of cetaceans in Irish waters"and solicit

membership fees
• seek to employ posts to develop and expand the IWDGs
stranding and sighting scheme to contribute to conservation
and management of marine habitats in Ireland and marine
tourism development
• contribute to European databases on cetacean
distributionand network with sister organisations in Europe
and elsewhere

a contribute to policy decisions on marine and cetacean
conservation in Ireland by working closely with Duchas
• seek corporate and private sponsorship for the IWDG
projects and running costs
• set up a IWDG Web Page and Whale-Line which is
updated regularly so people will know where and when the
latest sightings were recorded and provide the opportunity
to see these animals for themselves.

·develop a education programme for schools and colleges
with an aim to provide a marine mammal course for the
national cUITiculum.

• organise and run workshops, study weekends and courses
around the coast to support the growing interest in whale
and dolphin conservation and ecology

These are important matters for anybody interested in the
cetaceans in Ireland and the IWDG. We invite anybody
who wants to influence and/or contribute to the IWDG to

send their opinions or ideas to the group or better still
attend the next IWDG meeting where these-. and other
important IWDG issues need to be discussed.

Simon Berrow and Padraig Whooley

concertina for a few tunes and before you know it it can be
evening-time and you only have ten minutes to prepare and
eat a hasty lunch and get yourself on the boat that's going
on a trip to one of the nearby islands. How would you fit
everything in if you were trying to do something as well?

A silver light on the sea and the excitement of the
unexpected usually accompanies these late evening trips
around the Blaskets. The south-westerly wind was
blowing its last as we headed for a distant island on a
mission. We passed familiar coves, rocky ledges and sheer
rock faces each with a name, a memory and a story
attached. Memories and private thoughts flashed across
the faces of the passengers on the boat and smiles of
enthusiasm burst out with the heaving of the boat in the
troughs. It was on the return of the ferry from the
mainland that Lorcan cursed aloud. He'd seen something
"Really F--ing huge" in the water ahead. When he, Ruarc
and I came out of the cabin to investigate, an enormous,
black, majestic dorsal fin with the familiar white patch
behind it sliced through the Blasket Sound, heaved into the
air and blew a fountain of mist in the air. I nearly died of

.
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excitement. It was the orcas! This male's dorsal fin was

about 2 metres tall, dark, shiny and jagged at the base.
Feargal, who was mooring the other boat came back out
when he saw the excitement. The orcas were in groups of
twos and threes, seven in all, and they twisted in the water,
lifted their flukes up in the air, arching backs and one of
them breached. Magnificent dorsals were paraded, knifing
through the soft yielding water circling the ferries. They
dived deeply and, on resurfacing, breathed out a fishy mist
of air. Two of them turned back from their northward
intention and swam towards the boat where we waited in

anticipation to see what they would do. They came to
about 8 metres, swam deep under the boat to have a good
look at us from below and surfaced farther away, a silver
mist puffing out of their blowholes. There was no
intimidation, no fear. They instilled pure joy and
amazement. These majestic creatures had no malevolent
intentions, just curiosity about these wooden vessels and
the people floating on them. We shut down engines, drifted
along the tide with them and tried to hear them in the
watery air. I imagined we could feel some clicking
vibrations from the boat. One of them, at a distance of

A study of Fungi
I was lucky enough to spend three months of Summer
studying Fungi for the research segment of an M.Sc. in
Wildlife Management at the University of Reading, in
colJaboration with U.e.e. The study attempted to answer
some questions about his behaviour, as surprisingly little
data is available about such a well-known animal.

Previous publications, mostly in the popular rather than the
scientific press had concentrated on his friendliness and on
his interactions with people. I was interested in seeing the
effects people had on him i.e. whether his behaviour
changed over the Summer, as weIJ as what activities he
carried out during his day-to-day life. The results made
some interesting reading.

The first aspect I looked at was where Fungi spent his day.
During the period of the study Fungi remained within a
surprisingly smaIJ home range. Within the harbour system,
Fungi never went further north than the second set of
navigation buoys in the main part of Dingle Harbour. His
range in the main part of Dingle Bay was within an arc
bordered by Crow Rock to the west and a headland to the
east. This gives a total home range of 4 km2. This is an
area much smaller than that measured for other resident

dolphins in the British Isles where home ranges of up to 77
km2 have been measured. Fungi was only observed to
leave this home range on one occasion when he travelled
past Crow Rock. He returned to the harbour 13 hours later.
As this only occured once during the three month study,
this is not considered by to me to extend his home range,
rather a case of leaving his home territory.
I next looked at Fungf's activities within this area. I wanted
to see whether his activities changed over time, from the
I next looked at Fungi's activities within this area. I wanted
to see whether his activities changed over time, from the
beginning of May, a time of low tourist activity,

4

about 20 metres, lifted himself "head and shoulders" up out
of the water and gazed steadily at the boat and us. As
strange as it may seem I felt a silver thread of
communication spin across the water connecting us for a
long moment. A moment which will resound in my
memory forever. They swam around in the Sound for
nearly an hour before eventually, in the quickly fading
light, a signal was given, received and they swam away into
the northern darkness. This was a chance encounter of

incredible intensity and I will never forget it for the rest of
my life.

That night in an anxious dream I was trying to chase the
seals out of the sea but I think they already knew about the
orcas because there wasn't a sign of a seal around that
evening. They were probably hauled up on aIJ available
ledges and rocks for the night.

That was a day in the life of An Blascaod Mor. Now, what
was the question again?

Life N[ Chonchuir

particularly in the water (believe me, that water was cold!),
to the end of July - peak season. Standard observations
were made to give a complete picture of his behaviour
from sunrise to sunset for each month of the study. For
simplicity, several minor activities were grouped to form
four behavioural groups: feeding, interactions with boats,
interactions with swimmers, traveIJing from one place to
another, as well as unidentified behaviour. The results are
shown overleaf.

These graphs show that Fungf's behaviour did change in a
significant way. The amount of time spent interacting with
boats did not change to a significant extent, nor did the
amount of time spent travelling. However, the amount of
time spent interacting with swimmers decreased from 9%
in May to just I% in June and 3% in July. It is difficult to
e2<plainthis, although the fact that in May there were much
fewer swimmers in the water each day, may have lead
Fungi to spend more time with them as a novelty factor.

The areas where Fungi spent the day also changed over
time. As the beach areas grew busier and as boat activity
increased he spent more time in deep water farther from
shore and where he was able to keep ahead of the boats
rather than being encircled by them.

On a different subject, it is interesting to know that Fungi
definitely shows a preference for particular people when it
comes to choosing his swimming companions. A group of
five or six individuals have been swimming with him from
the beach beside Scoth Point for several years now. They
first attract Fungi's attention by slapping the water with the
flat of a canoe paddle, making a sound similar to a gunshot.
Usually Fungi wiIJ stop what he is doing and head towards
the sound. Fungi usuaIJy spends much longer with these
people than with strangers, and these are also the only
people that he will allow touch him. He will usually

-'
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interact as well with snorklers brought out early in the
morning by a commercial company, but strangers that
swim out from shore have little chance of a close
encounter.

As well as the major behaviour patterns already
described, several behaviours were observed on only one or
two occasions during the study period. These included fish
tossing (2 occurrences), chasing fish onto rocks while
foraging (1 occurrence), tail-slapping (l occurrence) and
logging, i.e. remaining motionless on the surface of the
water, usually associated with resting behaviour (I
occurence ).

On two occasions Fungi exhibited what I call
Cormorant Popping. Previously reported with guillemots,
this is when Fungi surfaces directly under a cormorant,
forcing them to fly suddenly into the air. This is repeated
when and if they land again. Fungi has also been seen
pulling cormorants underwater by grabbing them in his
jaws. This is presumably some form of play.

Fungi is obviously a very complex animal. It has
been shown that he recognises different people and reacts
to them in different ways. He seems to have adapted to the
enormous boat activity around him by taking advantage of
quiet times for important activities such as feeding.

Live stranding of Northern
Bottlenose Whales
On the morning of August 17 1998, three large whales
were observed swimming in the shallows, close to the
western ferry slip off Bere Island, Co. Cork. When all three
whales had attempted to strand themselves on the island's
rocky shore, local ferry operator, Colm Harrington
contacted the Dept of Zoology and Animal Ecology,
U.c.c. Together with local IWDG regional Co-ordinator
Danny Osborne, Colm and his son Sean, set about
refloating the animals and coaxing them back into the
deeper waters of Bantry Bay. On our arrival Roger
MacNaughton and I were able to positively identify the
animals as northern bottlenose whales, Hyperondon
ampul/arus.

When the whales resisted the best of efforts to keep them
in deeper water, further attempts at refloating were
concentrated on the sickest of the animals in the hope that
the two healthier animals would follow. As the tide ebbed a

rope was looped halfway along the whale's length, before
carefully towing it into Bere Haven using a Sm. inflatable
craft. With two healthier animals were observed swimming
out of the bay and were not resighted, leaving the third to
swim up and down the length of Bere Haven. In an
unfortunate end to this incident the third animal restranded

itself the following morning upon Sheep Island, off the
northwest corner of Bere Island, and died soon after. The

dead animal was identified as a 20ft. juvenile male.

Northern bottlenose whales are distributed throughout the
cooler Arctic and temperate waters of the North Atlantic.

S

Because he only rarely interacts with other dolphins,
playful behaviour is restricted to activities with boats and,
to a lesser extent, people, and it has been shown that he has
preferences here too.

This study has shown that human activity changes
Fungi's behaviour. I feel that any changes should be kept to
a minimum to avoid stressing him more than is necessary.
The changes take place over long periods of time.
Unfortunately, no time was available to study at what rate
they reverse as the tourist season declines. It would have
been interesting to carry out a study over at least one year
to see how he interacts with boats and people over the
winter months, when there are few tourist boats and

swimmers are a novelty. Unpublished data by Emer Rogan
suggests that during winter Fungi spends longer periods in
the inner bay and close to shore. Visitors to Dingle (and
eco-tourists in general) should be aware that it is a two-way
interaction. While we watch the animals, they are watching
us too. Despite some incredibly detailed rum ours about a
replacement for Fungi being trained up, he is still unique,
so we should do our best to ensure that he stays in Dingle
by treating him with the respect he deserves.

Graham Johnson

See charts 011 page 6

They are often observed at depths greater than 1000m,
inhabiting deep undersea canyons, where they
predominantly feed on squid. Strandings of northern
bottlenose whales show a seasonal maximum in late

summer and demonstrate a migratory pattern from the
Arctic regions to the more temperate parts of the North
Atlantic. The stranding at Bere Island in only the 17th
recorded incident for bottlenose whales along the Irish
coastline and only the 4th multiple stranding record of this
species in Ireland.

Mick Mackey

Whale Sanctuary Tee-Shirts
Tee-shirts to commemorate the sanctuary declaration are
available. Designed by Pinpoint Design Ltd. Dublin, a
whale and four dolphins are happily swimming in a
turquoise sea. The text, as Gaeilge, reads "Ireland-Europe's
first whale and dolphin sanctuary".

They are available in all adult sizes at £ 12 each, and
£7 for children's sizes (inc. p+p)
from Conal O'Flanagan, 41 Lorcan Grove, Santry, or
Emer Rogan, Dept. of Zoology and Animal Ecology,
U.C.C.
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Strandings Course Update

On April 18th we held the successful "Whale Stranding
workshop" on Dollymount Strand. Due to high demand this
was over subscribed, in fact we catered for more than we
could cope with, running the risk of impacting on the
learning experience. As a follow up, a questionnaire was
sent in May to all course participants, asking their opinion
on how best to move this issue forward. The response to
which was encouraging.

On May 16th at the LW.D.G meeting in Carrigaholt, I was
unsuccessful in securing funds, due to financial constraints,
for the purchase of Ireland's first set of rescue pontoons.
Left with no alternative I turned to you the members, and in
June wrote to you all requesting assistance. The response
in the following weeks was brilliant. So a big thanks to the
30 of you who donated £1,200 towards the purchase price.
I would especially like to mention the following for their
most generous support on this, and on other occasions:
James Ryan of Killary Salmon Co., Bord Failte, Brendan
Burcress of the Irish Wildlife Trust and Susan Flynn and herb
mini marathon friends.

I would like to point out that this is not solely an LW.D.G.
project. We are working in conjunction with the Irish Seal
Sanctuary, and elements of the Irish diving community.
Our three groups have worked well together on this project,
and see no reason why this informal approach should not
continue. We have therefore avoided creating a new
organisation, as we feel this would cause confusion and
detract from what has been achieved to date.

Our objective from the start was self sufficiency, in respect
of future workshops. We have almost reached this point.
The pontoons were ordered in July, with the deposit
coming from the LS.S .. Due to a complex arrangement by
which they are manufactured under licence by British
Divers Marine Life Rescue., their arrival took longer than
we would have liked. As I write this, we have just heard
that our pontoons, complete with LW.D.G. logo are ready
for collection. Thanks to Eugene Brennan for sacrificing
his weekend and travelling to Kent to collect them.
Whilst awaiting their arrival we have not been idle and

Strandings review
This review of strandings records submitted to the IWDG
includes recorded up to September 1998.

One hundred and five stranding records were reported to
the IWDG during the period January 1997 to September
1998. This number of records is greater than those
reported in the last period and may suggest that there is an
increase in the number of stranded animals being reported
or that there has been an increase in the number of

strandings. Most of the stranding records were from
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spent the summer preparing our Stranding Workshop.
This combines four modules: Cetaceans, Seals, Water

safety & Technical aspects, and the beach practical. This is
near completion, and once we take delivery of the pontoons
and polish up our presentation, we are basically ready to
ao. We will do a dress rehearsal, probably in Dublin,b . •
where we can give it a trial run, before presentmg It to you
and the public.

The rest my friends is up to you. If you want this workshop
to visit your area, we will oblige, at no personal gain. The
catch is that there is work involved at local level, that only
you the local organisers can do. I must reiterate, that we
the course givers can not and will not, do this work. We
have already done more than our fair share since we started
working on this last January.

So what is involved? Well, at a minimum you will have
to:
Secure in advance names and course fees from 15- 20

participants.
Arranae a suitable local venue, within walking distance ofb
the beach.

Co-ordinate local bodies, such as Garda!, fire brigade, civil
defence and liase with media.

Ensure equipment and personnel are in place, and be
prepared to run yourself ragged all weekend!
We are obviously keen to hit the countries stranding hot

spots ASAP. It is our plan to have held a workshop in eac.h
of the provinces in the coming year. We hand you thiS
unique opportunity on a plate. If you are interested or have
any queries don't hesitate to contact either myself:
Padraig Whooley at 77 Westland Square, Pearse St.,
Dublin 2.,
Phone (day): 01-2044524, phone (evening) 01-6798351,
e-mail: padraigwhooley@dell.com

or
Brendan Price of the Irish Seal Sanctuary at
Tobergregan, Garristown, Co. Dublin.
Phone 01-8354370

We can do no more, the rest my friends is up to you.

Padraig Whooley

counties Cork (16%), Waterford (14%) and Sligo (12%)
(and thanks to Pat Smiddy and Don Cotton for their
continued conscientious and diligent efforts at recording
and reporting stranded animals in Waterford and east Cork,
and Sligo, respectively). Records were also received from
Kerry, Mayo, Galway, Louth, Wexford, Clare, Donegal,
Wicklow, Down, Antrim and Dublin, showing an increase
in geographical cover. Despite a dedicated publicity
campaign in the east coast counties, including contacting
engineers in all the county councils, proportionaIly fewer
animals are recorded from the east coast.
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Number of strandings reported to the IWnG
January1997 - September 1998.

No. of strandings
26

24
11
7
6
6
3
2
1
1
1
1

4
6
1

Table 1

Species
Harbour porpoise
Common dolphin
White-sided dolphin
Striped dolphin
Risso's dolphin
Pilot whale

Bottlenose dolphin
Cuviers beaked whale
True's beaked whale
Bottlenose whale
Minke whale
Fin whale

Sperm whale
Unidentified dolphin
Unidentified whale

Most of the strandings were of harbour porpoise, which is
consistent with previous years. Interestingly, three of these
animals were live stranded animals that subsequently died.
One porpoise that live stranded was successfully refloated.
Common dolphins were the next most commonly recorded
species, the most recent stranding occurred in Sligo, where
a large group of animals (estimated at greater than 100)
came into Blacksod bay, and approximately 18 animals
stranded. One of these animals died during rescue
attempts, and 17 animals were re-floated, thanks to the hard
work and quick thinking of a number of local people,
including Vincent and Simon Sweeny and many others. A
second animal was found the next day, in the next bay.
This animal was also thought to have been one of the
original group of 18 that stranded. Results from post
mortem examination carried out by Irene Gassner et at., in
UCC found no evidence of illness and the animals died as a

result of live stranding.

Of the seven striped dolphins that stranded, four were male,
one was female and the gender of the other two was not
determined. Two of these animals were live strandings. In
one of these occasions, a mother and juvenile stranded at
Raghley Pier, Co. Sligo. After repeated rescue attempts,
the mother died and the juvenile swam away. All the
strandings of striped dolphins were on the west coast, from
Donegal to Kerry. Three strandings of Bottlenose dolphins
were recorded, two from Co. Clare (one at Kilkee and a

second at Carrigaholt) and another in Kerry. This is
unusual, as this species, despite being locally abundant, are
not commonly found stranded. Unfortunately, all the
animals were too far decomposed to allow any matching
with the photo-identification catalogue of the Shannon
population.

There were a number of other live strandings, across a
range of species, including white-sided dolphins, Rijjos
dolphins (including three individuals that were successfully
refloated and therefore not included in the overall analysis)
and bottlenose whales. Mick Mackey gives a detailed
account of the bottlenose whale stranding in this issue.

The strandings of a number of beaked whales is of interest.
The Trues beaked whale is one of 7 records from 190 I,
whereas the two Cuviers beaked whales bring to 21 the
total number of this species to strand in that 97-year period.
Beaked whales are deep-water species, living in trenches
and gullys and are thought to feed on squid. Very little is
known about these species.

Another unusual stranding was of a fin whale in Co.
Waterford, during the winter storms on Christmas day
1997. Like the beaked whales, fin whales are rarely
recorded stranded. The massive skeleton of the last

stranding (which also occurred in December) is preserved
and on public display in Ballyheigue, Co. Kerry. This most
recent stranding brings to 14 the number reported stranded
since 190 I.

Of the four sperm whales that stranded, only one was in
reasonably good condition. This animal, which stranded in
Oranmore, Co. Galway, made national headlines, because
in an effort to get rid of the carcass, the county council
decided to burn it. Not suprisingly, there was quite a smell.
This prompted Alec Finn of Oranmore to write a letter to
the editor to the "Irish Skipper"which is reproduced here.

Dear Editor,
"How to cook a whale"

8
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Can I introduce you to whale flambees, a new Galway Bay
seafood?

You need: I sperm whale; 20 gallons of petrol; 80 tractor
tyres.
Method of preparation: First of all, beach the whale; next,
marinate with petrol; then garnish with tyres, and filially,
ignite.

It will poison up to 900 people.

Oh dear! But an important lesson learnt in the disposing of
large carcasses!
The stranding scheme is a very important way of finding
out what species are found in Irish waters, and shows local
and seasonal distribution. Dead marine mammal strandings
that undergo post-mortem examination provide us with
valuable information on cause of death, disease,

Exploratory voyages off the west
coast of Ireland
During the summer (!!) the IWDG conducted exploratory
voyages to determine the opportunities of seeing whales,
dolphins and other marine life off the western seaboard.
The new Kilrush Creek Marina in Kilrush, Co Clare was

used as the base for this survey and the aims were to
explore opportunities to expand the current whale-watching
industry in the Shannon estuary (based on bottlenose
dolphins) by conducting full sea-trials in the waters to the
west. Funded by Shannon Development, it was hoped that
this survey would provide information on encounter rates
and the probability of locating whales and dolphins to aid
the assessment of the potential for the d.evelopment of
pelagic (offshore) tourism packages.

The yacht "Seadrifter" (skipper/owner: John Petch) was
chartered for three weeks from Kilrush Creek Marina. To

obtain seasonal coverage, three cruises were carried out
between 15-20 June, 19-25 July and 6-12 September. To
provide reasonable geographical coverage it was planned
to carry out two offshore transects to the shelf
edge(approximately 300-350km west of Loop Head) and a
series of inshore transects «lOOkm from land) between
Loop Head and the Aran Islands. A survey team of 6 in
addition to a two person sailing team made the full
compliment on each cruise to eight. A visual watch was
kept during daylight hours and a towed hydrophone
monitored continuously for cetacean vocalisations
throughout the day and night.

Results

During the first cruise a successful transect of 1168 km to
the edge of the continental shelf was made. Sea conditions
were poor and we had to hove to for 15 hours, 380kms
offshore, riding out strong westerly winds. On the second
cruise opportunities for surveying inshore waters to the
west of the Aran Islands were limited due to strongwesterly
winds so we used Kilronan on Inishmor as a base from

which we could operate during I~lls in the storms. The
third cruise was timed perfectly to witness Hurricane
Daniella lashing the west coast. Four days were lost
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contaminants, reproductive patterns, information on diet
and also useful pointers to the general health of the
populations living in the seas around our coasts.

If you come across a dead cetacean, please get in contact
with the local co-ordinator (see back page for details) or
myself or Mick Mackey at the Zoology Department, D.C.C.
at 021 904053 or 021 904197. In Northern Ireland, the
principal contast is now Angela Ross who has replaced
Terry Bruton at the Ulster Museum. On behalf of the group
I would like to extend our congratulations and best wishes
to Terry on his retirement. Iknow he will find time to enjoy
all the other pleasures in life!

ErnerR ogan

entirely and when we did manage to exit the Shannon
estuary we were unable to return and ended up in Dingle at
the end of the voyage.

Over the summer total of 1772 km was surveyed for
cetaceans during 13 days at sea. Overall encounter rate
was 0.0 19 per km or one encounter every 54 km. Common
dolphins were the most frequently recorded species
accounting for 61% of the 33 encounters. The unidentified
dolphins (detected acoustically) were also likely to be
common dolphins increasing the frequency of this species
to 76%. Harbour porpoises were the second most
frequently encountered but all five sightings were recorded
on a single day in Galway Bay. There were only three
encounters with whales, two involving minke whales and
one encounter with sperm whales. Of the 33 encounters
most (54%) were made on Cruise 2 which only covered
27% of the total distance surveyed. Despite having the
greatest distance travelled the encounter rate on Cruise I
was the lowest recorded with one encounter every 90 km
travelled. The encounter rate on the inshore Cruise 2 was

three times greater (one every 27 km travelled). Only two
encounters were recorded offshore (> 100km), 23 inshore
«35km) and theremaining eight between 35 and 100km
offshore but this reflects effort with offshore waters only
covered during Cruise 1.

Discussion

The results from this survey are inconclusive. Prevailing
weather conditions, especially sea-state, are the most
important determinants of our ability to see cetaceans. Sea
conditions were only suitable (sea-state 0-1) during one
day of the 13 spent at sea and sea-state 2 or less for only 24
of the 119 hours of visual survey (20%). The use of a
hydrophone did enable acoustic surveying in all sea
conditions as detection is not greatly influenced by sea
state but the system used was most efficient at detecting
dolphins as well as pilot and sperm whales and not harbour
porpoises or baleen whales.

Only five of the 33 encounters (15%) were only recorded
on the hydrophone acoustically and not detected visually.
During the offshore transect in June seismic activity was
recorded for four hours close to the Porcupine bank. No

'I
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Number of strandings reported to the IWDG
January1997 . September 1998.

No. of strandings
26

24
11
7
6

6
3
2
1
1
1
1
4
6
1

Table 1

Species
Harbour porpoise
Common dolphin
White-sided dolphin
Striped dolphin
Risso's dolphin
Pilot whale

Bottlenose dolphin
Cuviers beaked whale
True's beaked whale
Bottlenose whale
Minke whale
Fin whale

SpelID whale
Unidentified dolphin
Unidentified whale

Most of the strandings were of harbour porpoise, which is
consistent with previous years. Interestingly, three of these
animals were live stranded animals that subsequently died.
One porpoise that live stranded was successfully refloated.
Common dolphins were the next most commonly recorded
species, the most recent stranding occurred in Sligo, where
a large group of animals (estimated at greater than 100)
came into Blacksod bay, and approximately 18 animals
stranded. One of these animals died during rescue
attempts, and 17 animals were re-floated, thanks to the hard
work and quick thinking of a number of local people,
including Vincent and Simon Sweeny and many others. A
second animal was found the next day, in the next bay.
This animal was also thought to have been one of the
original group of 18 that stranded. Results from post
mortem examination carried out by Irene Gassner et at., in
UCC found no evidence of illness and the animals died as a

result of live stranding.

Of the seven striped dolphins that stranded, four were male,
one was female and the gender of the other two was not
determined. Two of these animals were live strandings. In
one of these occasions, a mother and juvenile stranded at
Raghley Pier, Co. Sligo. After repeated rescue attempts,
the mother died and the juvenile swam away. All the
strandings of striped dolphins were on the west coast, from

Donegal to Kerry. Three strandings of Bottlenose dolphins
were recorded, two from Co. Clare (one at Kilkee and a
second at Carrigaholt) and another in Kerry. This is
unusual, as this species, despite being locally abundant, are
not commonly found stranded. Unfortunately, all the
animals were too far decomposed to allow any matching
with the photo-identification catalogue of the Shannon
population.

There were a number of other live strandings, across a
range of species, including white-sided dolphins, Rijjos
dolphins (including three individuals that were successfully
refloated and therefore not included in the overall analysis)
and bottlenose whales. Mick Mackey gives a detailed
account of the bottlenose whale stranding in this issue.

The strandings of a number of beaked whales is of interest.
The Trues beaked whale is one of 7 records from 190 I,
whereas the two Cuviers beaked whales bring to 21 the
total number of this species to strand in that 97-year period.
Beaked whales are deep-water species, living in trenches
and gullys and are thought to feed on squid. Very little is
known about these species.

Another unusual stranding was of a fin whale in Co.
Waterford, during the winter storms on Christmas day
1997. Like the beaked whales, fin whales are rarely
recorded stranded. The massive skeleton of the last

stranding (which also occurred in December) is preserved
and on public display in Ballyheigue, Co. Kerry. This most
recent stranding brings to 14 the number reported stranded
since 190 I.

Of the four sperm whales that stranded, only one was in
reasonably good condition. This animal, which stranded in
Oranmore, Co. Galway, made national headlines, because
in an effort to get rid of the carcass, the county council
decided to burn it. Not suprisingly, there was quite a smell.
This prompted Alec Finn of Oranmore to write a letter to
the editor to the "Irish Skipper"which is reproduced here.

Dear Editor,
"How to cook a whale"
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Can I introduce you to whale flambees, a new Galway Bay
seafood?

You need: I sperm whale; 20 gallons of petrol; 80 tractor
tyres.
Method of preparation: First of all, beach the whale; next,
marinate with petrol; then garnish with tyres, and filially,

ignite.
It will poison up to 900 people.

Oh dear! But an important lesson learnt in the disposing of
large carcasses!
The stranding scheme is a very important way of finding
out what species are found in Irish waters, and shows local
and seasonal distribution. Dead marine mammal strandings
that undergo post-mortem examination. provide us with
valuable information on cause of death, disease,

Exploratory voyages off the west
coast of Ireland
During the summer (!!) the IWDG conducted exploratory
voyages to determine the opportunities of seeing whales,
dolphins and other marine life off the western seaboard.
The new Kilrush Creek Marina in Kilrush, Co Clare was

used as the base for this survey and the aims were to
explore opportunities to expand the current whale-watching
industry in the Shannon estuary (based on bottlenose
dolphins) by conducting full sea-trials in the waters to the
west. Funded by Shannon Development, it was hoped that
this survey would provide infOlmation on encounter rates
and the probability of locating whales and dolphins to aid
the assessment of the potential for the d,evelopment of
pelagic (offshore) tourism packages.

The yacht "Seadrifter" (skipper/owner: John Petch) was
chartered for three weeks from Kilrush Creek Marina. To

obtain seasonal coverage, three cruises were carried out
between 15-20 June, 19-25 July and 6-12 September. To
provide reasonable geographical coverage it was planned
to carry out two offshore transects to the shelf
edge(approximately 300-350km west of Loop Head) and a
series of inshore transects « IOOkm from land) between
Loop Head and the Aran Islands. A survey team of 6 in
addition to a two person sailing team made the full
compliment on each cruise to eight. A visual watch was
kept during daylight hours and a towed hydrophone
monitored continuously for cetacean vocalisations
throughout the day and night.

Results

During the first cruise a successful transect of 1168 km to
the edge of the continental shelf was made. Sea conditions
were poor and we had to hove to for 15 hours, 380kms
offshore, riding out strong westerly winds. On the second
cruise opportunities for surveying inshore waters to the
west of the Aran Islands were limited due to strongwesterly
winds so we used Kilronan on Inishm6r as a base from

which we could operate during I~lls in the storms. The
third cruise was timed perfectly to witness Hurricane
Daniella lashing the west coast. Four days were lost

9

contaminants, reproductive patterns, information on diet
and also useful pointers to the general health of the
populations living in the seas around our coasts.

If you come across a dead cetacean, please get in contact
with the local co-ordinator (see back page for details) or
myself or Mick Mackey at the Zoology Department, D.e.e.
at 021 904053 or 021 904197. In Northern Ireland, the

principal contast is now Angela Ross who has replaced
Terry Bruton at the Ulster Museum. On behalf of the group
I would like to extend our congratulations and best wishes
to Terry on his retirement. Iknow he will find time to enjoy
all the other pleasures in life!

Emer Rogan

entirely and when we did manage to exit the Shannon
estuary we were unable to return and ended up in Dingle at
the end of the voyage.

Over the summer total of 1772 km was surveyed for
cetaceans during 13 days at sea. Overall encounter rate
was 0.019 per km or one encounter every 54 km. Common
dolphins were the most frequently recorded species
accounting for 61% of the 33 encounters. The unidentified
dolphins (detected acoustically) were also likely to be
common dolphins increasing the frequency of this species
to 76%. Harbour porpoises were the second most
frequently encountered but all five sightings were recorded
on a single day in Galway Bay. There were only three
encounters with whales, two involving minke whales and
one encounter with sperm whales. Of the 33 encounters
most (54%) were made on Cruise 2 which only covered
27% of the total distance surveyed. Despite having the
greatest distance travelled the encounter rate on Cruise 1
was the lowest recorded with one encounter every 90 km
travelled. The encounter rate on the inshore Cruise 2 was

three times greater (one every 27 km travelled). Only two
encounters were recorded offshore (> 100km), 23 inshore
«35km) and theremaining eight between 35 and 100km
offshore but this reflects effort with offshore waters only
covered during Cruise I.

Discussion

The results from this survey are inconclusive. Prevailing
weather conditions, especially sea-state, are the most
important determinants of our ability to see cetaceans. Sea
conditions were only suitable (sea-state 0-1) during one
day of the 13 spent at sea and sea-state 2 or less for only 24
of the 119 hours of visual survey (20%). The use of a
hydrophone did enable acoustic surveying in all sea
conditions as detection is not greatly influenced by sea
state but the system used was most efficient at detecting
dolphins as well as pilot and sperm whales and not harbour
porpoises or baleen whales.

Only five of the 33 encounters (15%) were only recorded
on the hydrophone acoustically and not detected visually.
During the offshore transect in June seismic activity was
recorded for four hours close to the Porcupine bank. No
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cetaceans were heard or seen during the day despite
reasonable sea conditions (sea-state 3). The reaction of
cetaceans to seismic activity is unclear but recent work in
collaboration with the oil industries suggests common
dolphins do avoid areas with seismic emissions.

When time was spent at sea in acceptable sea conditions
cetaceans were regularly encountered. Common dolphins
were the most frequently encountered and they are known
to be abundant in the area. However this species readily
approaches vessels to bow-ride and would detect the vessel
a long time before we could see them. Minke whales,
which can be very hard to see in even moderate sea-states,
and species such as harbour porpoises which avoid vessels
were undoubtedly significantly under-recorded.

The encounter rate of 33 encounters (26 sightings) during
13 days at sea compares favourably with a similar
IWDG/IFA W visual and acoustic survey off Co Mayo

July Voyage of the Seadrifter

The word was out; Simon Berrow was looking for hired
guns. In response, a motley group of desperados and
undesirables gathered. No, not in some Mexican border
town, in need of protection from bandits, but at Kilrush
Marina in west Co. Clare. After aptitude tests and
exhaustive medicals the selection was complete. Those
unsuccessful sought employment elsewhere, whilst the
magnificent eight headed out west on the Seadrifter, a 40ft
ketch skippered by our very own John Petch.

The essential ingredients were in place. We had the crew,
the boat, and all we needed was a change in the dismal
weather that had blighted the summer of 98. Alas the
forecast indicated more of the same. So despite grey sky
and drizzle we left the marina full of expectations, our
destination the Aran Islands.

I was looking forward to the week ahead but was a little

anxious, as this was my first time on a sailboat. Although
not a landlubber, I was no yachtie and this must have been
clear to all that saw my attempts at tying fenders and
clinging on to main mast for dear life in rough seas.

Shortly after leavin~ Kilrush we had our first sighting, as
expected it was one of the Shannon's resident Bottlenose

Dolphins. So it was first blood to Andy, Simon Berrow's
brother in law, and a veteran visitor to the area. Funnily
enough Andy is a policeman from Nottingham, and I can't
help but feel he kept the crews rowdier elements under
control. Unfortunately one thing not even the strong arm
of the law could control was my snoring. So Andy and
Dave please accept my apologies for those hours of
precious sleep that I so cruelly deprived you of.

Our passage out of the estuary was to say the least, lumpy.
I pondered on what conditions might be like in open ocean
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when only 26 sightings were recorded during 20 days at
sea. Although the exploratory voyages this summer were
inconclusive and often very frustrating the encounter rates
with common dolphins suggests that the opportunity to
develop a research/tourism package based on this species
may be feasible but that other cetacean species are a bonus.

Many thanks to all the IWDG members who assisted in this

survey and apologies to those volunteers that could not be
accommodated. I hope that we can carry out more of this
kind of work in the near future and more therefore more

opportunities for IWDG members should present
themselves. A full report for Shannon Development and
Kilrush UDC on this survey will be submitted and anyone
interested in a copy can obtain one from Dr Simon Berrow
c/o MLSD, British Antarctic Survey, High Cross,
Madingley Road, Cambridge, CB3 OET.

Dr Simon Berrow and lo/m Perch

if they were this bad in sheltered waters. But as if by some
miracle, shortly after clearing Loop head, the conditions
moderated and the sun broke through for the first time in
days.
The next six hours were brilliant; with the wind in our sails

and the sun in our eyes, it took us some nine hours to reach
Kilronin. En route we encountered Common Dolphins on
six occasions. Group size varying from small family units
of 3-4 to larger groups of 25-30 animals. Day one was an
unexpected success and we sailed in to Gregory Sound full
of cheer after an exhilarating day on open water.

Monday and Tuesday saw conditions, which were far from
conducive to spotting Cetaceans, so we really went through
the motions, following line transects in Galway Bay
between the Islands, Doolin and Fanore. On Tuesday
afternoon we went ashore on Inis air, giving us a good
opportunity to stretch the legs and take in the sights. It was
here that we happened upon a dead Atlantic White Sided
Dolphin. Boatman and I.W.D.G. member Paddy Crowe
confirmed that a number of these had been by caught in a
local fishery .. Whether this animal was one of these, we
will never know. The shame is that our sole encounter

with this species was rotting on a beach.

On Wednesday we lost Amy. No, not over board! This
was a shame, as with her went our only semblance of good
music. It must be said that the only area of John Petch's
competence open to criticism, was his music taste. Alas

Amy was going to a better place, where she and her vegan
friends could eat vegimite sambos without suffering
ridicule from us Mackerel bashing carnivores.

On Thursday we turned our attention to the waters west of

the Arans. We were prepared to "Hove to" for a night had
the weather permitted, but this was not to be. We reached
a point some 40 miles due west of land, but the conditions

were awful, making sightings next to impossible. By
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3.00pm I was soaking wet (again), and feeling queasy; so
retired to my bunk where I found Simon Berrow who had
picked up a chill. Imagine that, two years in Antarctica and
he picks up a cold here. I should point out at this stage, an
interesting idiosyncrasy of Simons. Which is his ability to
start brushing his teeth, then to forget the job in hand, and
proceed to another task, often to return to dental matters
hours later, without the toothbrush having left his mouth.

I was woken from my slumber by commotion on the
bridge, which had al1 the trappings of real life drama, with
e-perbs (love that word), helicopters, a Greenpeace vessel,
and an English yacht in distress. All this excitement
attracted a group of about 25 Dolphins. The old tale of
these caring animals coming to the assistance of distressed
mariners springs to mind, but it is-more likely they found
the commotion highly entertaining. Interestingly, they
totally ignored us, and headed straight for the bigger and
more colourfully painted MV Greenpeace, which must
have been emitting more positive vibes! All worked out
fine in the end as the Kilronin lifeboat steamed to the scene,
to save the day.

On Thursday the forecast was stil1 poor, and with nobody
feeling inclined to battle it again, we opted to spend the day
ashore. This was when Conjella Maguire of North Clare
N.P.&W.S. decided to jump ship, to care for her daughter
who had developed tonsil1itis. This was too bad, as now
we were six (men), and Conjella was the only thing
standing between any semblance of decorum and total
social breakdown.

Despite the gender imbalance, we had a great day ashore.
We walked up to the cliff fortress at Dun Aengus, swam in
the clear warm waters, and Simon Berrow forced us all to

watch the Man of Aran, just so he could see the Basking
Shark hunting scenes. After our days adventures we
returned to Seadrifter for G&Ts on the deck, and yet
another one of skipper's culinary delights; which it seemed
John Petch could muster up in the worst of conditions.

On Friday we headed back to Loop Head, this time taking a
wide arc around the Islands. The weather was fine, with
calm water and sunshine, a Whale watcher's dream. The

view of the cliffs at Dun Aengus from this privileged
perspective was inspiring. Before long we encountered our
first Dolphins. These were Commons again, which was
fine by me, as they rank among the most gregarious in our
waters, breaking from their activity to investigate and bow
ride without hesitation. On this transect we saw them no

less than seven times, our last sighting being at the
approaches to Loop Head. Interestingly they seem to avoid
the estuary and its larger Bottlenose residents.

The weeks most memorable sighting, was of a feeding
frenzy of Gannets, Shearwaters, and an assortment of other

sea birds. As we moved in to take a closer look you could
see the water was full of feed, with several gannets so
heavily laden that take-off was proving difficult. Of course
all this activity meant there were Dolphins in the area, and
we are talking of a group size that was possibly in the
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hundreds. With this many animals it is difficult to gauge
numbers with accuracy, especial1y when trying to photo id
those in the vacinity of the boat.

A bonus on this great day was the visibility in the water,
which meant we weren't just relying on surface action, but
could clearly see what was happening beneath the surface.
With so many Dolphins you can appreciate how awesome a
sight this was. Sight however was only part of our sensory
treat, as the hydrophone provided us with an acoustic
window into their underwater world. More often than not

detecting their presence long before we had a visual on
them. Of course, when a sailboat is surrounded by
hundreds of Dolphins you don't need a hydrophone, as
their vocalising is clearly audible to the human ear on the
surface.

It is worth reminding ourselves of the code of conduct
when watching these Mammals. There were times when
our presence resulted in small groups with calves
consolidating and leaving the area, or where we disturbed
feeding animals. Yes, it is a very grey area and probably
less relevant in the case of our small boat in a big ocean,
but stil1 one worth considering. No matter how unobtrusive
your techniques, you still force a change in their behaviour,
even when the animals drop tools to bow ride your vessel,
which they did on many occasions with us.

Once past Loop Head we were stil1 some four hours away
from Kilrush and arrived there after midnight. The resident
Dolphins formed a welcoming committee and accompanied
us on stretches of the trip up river. With a dramatic sun
setting to the west and the aroma of John's cooking coming
from the galley, all in al1 it was a pleasant evening.

On Saturday, our last days charter, we were reminded (not
that we needed it) that this was an appalling summer.
Under miserable conditions we ventured out into the

estuary for an uneventful five-hour watch. After returning,
all that was left was to refuel Seadrifter, take a shower, and
rid ourselves of those clothes, that were by now growing on
us. Having all passed Dept. of Agriculture hygiene
regulations and quarantine; we headed into Kilrush for a
night of merriment. This gave me the opportunity to chew
the cud with Brian Holmes, whom I'd never before met. I

think we should try this again sometime, but in a more
sober environment.

So a big thanks to those who made this such a memorable
trip. With a special mention to both skipper and Bob
Struntz, for getting us back in one piece; although it's
likely I'll be mentally scarred for life after seeing Bob in
swimming trunks. As to whether the findings reveal
anything that we didn't already know, I'm not qualified to
say. So I'll leave the science to the scientists. The number

of encounters we had on the few good days, bear out my oft
held belief that our rich Atlantic waters offer among the
best Cetacean watching opportunities in the world.

Padraig Whooley
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EmerRogan
Department of Zoology and Animal Ecology, University
College, Cork
Telephone: +353 21 904197
Fax: +353 21 277922

Counties Meath/Dublin
Name: Johnn dlock

Addre Hillside G~6erries, Co. DublinTelephone: 01 8492268

County Dublin
Name: Conal O'Flanagan

Address: 41 Lorcan Grove, Santry, Dublin 9.

Telephone: 01 8421315,018550888 (w)

County Louth
Name: Brendan Brannigan

Address: 34 Beaulieu View, Drogheda, Co. Louth

Telephone: 041 3040 I

County Wicklow
Name: Pad'o ooley

Ass: 77 Westl~., Dublin@dell.com

County Wexford
Name: Jim Hurley

Address: Grange, Kilmore, Co. Wexford

Telephone: 053 29671

Co. Cork

Name:Emer Rogan
Address: c/o Zoology Department, UCC

Telephone: 021-904197, Email: rogan@ucc.ie

West Cork (Beara Peninsula)
Name: Danny Osbourne
Address: Allihies, Beara, Castletownbere, Co. Cork

Telephone: 027 73086

Mid Kerry (CastIemaine Harbour)
Name: Pat Foley, OPW National Parks and

Wildlife Service
Address: Boolteens East, Castlemaine, Co. Kerry
Telephone: 066 67235

West Kerry (Dingle Peninsula)
Name: Kevin Flannery
Address: High Road, Garfinny, Dingle, Co. Kerry
Telephone: 066 51152, Fax 066 51267

County Clare
Name: Conjella Maguire, OPW National Parks and
Wildlife Service
Address: Burren National Park, Corofin, Co. Clare

Telephone: 065 40266, Fax: 065 37166

Counties Sligo and Leitrim
Name: Dr. Don Cotton

Address: Rathrowan House, Rathaberna, Sligo
Telephone: 071 55230 (w) or 071 43251 (h)

County Antrim
Name: John Greer

Address: Portrush Countryside Centre, 8 Bath Road,
Portrush

Telephone: 08 0265 823600

County Waterford/East Cork
Name: Pat Smiddy
Address: National Parks and Wildlife Service

Telephone: 024-98286
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Counties Derr nd Down
Name: Te ruton

Add s: Ulster Museum, B

Telephone: 08 0232 251

.:,.~. ,~,..~..,'...~.•...~.':,'.; '.: ,~..:;.~.~::.:~;'.~:.: :. :.,;'
~:~~~·~:~·~t::j·...................... ::.

':':':':':.:':':":::::::'::'::"

artic"6ardens, Belfast

•..... :.;:.: •.:.,.:.".

::..:....:::

'.:., ....•.•... ,::.....

:.:....::.:.:.::::.::.: .....

J.(~k~m.2••::·.).

:',.
::.:

:.. :.':",
.......... : :.


