


Letter from the Secretary
2004 has been another great year for the IWDG with record

. ~ growth in membership, which at time of writing comprises almost
700 members. This represents a net growth of 130 new members
and no doubt reflects our increased activity, which during the year
included an ENFO exhibition, an international whale conference,
four whale-watching weekends and numerous cetacean
workshops/courses and talks, not to mention our increased
profile in all media.
This growth has placed some strain on the structures set up years
ago to cater for a smaller NGO. With this in mind we are re
allocating certain administrative functions. The only one that will
impact directly on members is that Mick O'Connell is taking over

as membership secretary. Ifyour membership is due, and that includes everyone who joined
pre-July 1st 2004, you will receive a renewal notice, with Mick's contact details. As ever, we
hope you'll be in a position to continue to support our work by renewing promptly in 2005.
If you've any queries regarding membership you can continue to email enquiries@iwdg.ie.
Not everyone who receives this issue is due to renew. Ifyou joined between July-Dec 2004,
your membership will not be due till Dec 2005.

You will all receive in this issue our new membership brochure. Why not consider using
this as a Christmas gift? Simply indicate on the top of the membership page that you wish
to purchase a membership, completing the recipient's contact details, and forward this with
a cheque or postal order for the appropriate sum to either the address on the form or to
Mick O'Connell. The €25 option will confer membership for 2005 with a suite of our full
colour newsletters and whale-watching map. The €35 option includes all the above plus our
new illustrated poster of all 24 species found in Irish waters and an ISCOPE poster on how
to observe and record Irish whales.

Some of you have noticed that since October 2004 you have not received any IWDG
group e-mail bulletins. This is something we are sorting out with Eircom, whom as part of
anti-spam measures are blocking large group e-mails such as ours. We appreciate that many
of you found these useful, and hope to resume this practice before long. In the meantime,
we will of course continue to e-mail members on a county basis with any interesting local
news.

We'd like to thank our ISCOPE partners: the Heritage Council, Marine Institute, Dept of
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Northern Ireland Environment
and Heritage Service. We'd also like to thank our corporate sponsors, namely Inis perfume,
for supporting Whale Watch Ireland in 2004, and Irish Ferries for their continued support
with the Irish Sea surveys.

As you'll see from our wall planner, 2005 looks like another busy year. If you're not
actively involved, we hope that you can join us on a headland for a whale-watch or attend
one of our training courses. Above all, we'd like to thank you for your continued support
and wish you and your families a happy Christmas and a peaceful new year.

Padraig Whooley

Contaa me if you've any queries relating to IWDG events or Mick

O'Connell for any membership-related enquiries.

ISCOPE Events 2005
IMF Boat Show

Simmonscourt, RDS, Dublin, 23-27 February
(contact Padraig Whooley)
The 19th Annual Conference of European Cetacean Society
La Rochelle, France, 2-7 April
Local Primary Schools Days
Portrush Countryside Centre, Co Antrim, 28-29 April
ISCOPE Training Days
Two one-day cetacean workshops
Portrush Countryside Centre, Co Antrim, 30 April &: IMay
Tory Island Whale-watching course
Tory Island, Co Donegal, 20-22nd May (contact Simon Berrow)
World Oceans Festival

Tramore, Co Waterford, 11-12thJune

(contact Padraig Whooley)
Whale Watch Ireland 2005

31stJuly (contact Padraig Whooley)
Cape Clear Whale-watching Weekends (provisional dates)
Cape Clear (1st Course) I7-19thJune (contact PadraigWhooley)
Cape Clear (2nd Course) 8-10th July (contact Padraig Whooley)
Cape Clear Ord Course) 5-7th August (contact Padraig Whooley)
Family Learning Weekend (Cetacea)
Port rush Countryside Centre, Co Antrim, 15 &: 16 October



catalogue is, however, allocated a new
number, and so the North Atlantic Humpback
Whale population gets a new addition. The
Irish contribution is indeed small fry, but it is
not insignificant given that these seem to be
new whales, from an area where previously
none was recorded. We only require a single
matching tail-fluke from outside Irish waters
and we have another missing piece of the
jigsaw in place.

When we've sorted all images taken at the
end of the season, we'll add them to a new
section of our website so you can compare
them with your own Humpback images. And
if you can provide us with an image of a new
whale, we'll even give you first refusal on
naming it!

Humpback Whale #HBIRL6

(Photos: Photographic Unit, Department of the
Environment, Heritage & Local Government)

With a Heritage Card enjoy
unlimited admission for one year
to over 60 heritage sites
throughout Ireland.

Adult €20.00 Senior €1S.00

Student €7.S0 Family €So.oo

Ormond Castle, Co. Tipperary
Boyle Abbey, Co. Roscommon
Glenveagh Castle and National Park, Co. Donegal
Clonmacnoise, Co. Offaly

Heritage Card
Give the gift of Ireland's

heritage this Christmas

~ in late August, on 30th &: 31st, in the same
2 West Cork waters. But this was the first year
~ that it was observed again in early winter, as
~ it was also identified on Nov 14th &: 20th. It
~ is interesting that this adult, which we believe
@ to be a male, should be in Irish waters in late

summer through to early winter, given that
they have such a long journey south to their
winter breeding grounds in the Cape Verde
Islands or the Caribbean.

The second interesting fact was that the
whale we call #HBIRLl, filmed off the Kinsale
gas fields back in Sept 1999, was confirmed
again on both Nov 8th &: 19th 2004, making
this our second inter-annual re-sighting.
Further success came when a female that was

photographed by Colin Barnes with a calf on
Dec 8th 2001 was re-sighted with another
Humpback on Nov 8th. This whale
(#HBIRL4) has both a white spot on the base
of its dorsal fin and an all-black tail-fluke. ~

Whether the whale it was travelling with in ~
Nov 2004 is the same calf it was with in Dec ~
2001 remains unclear. At time of writing, the (.)
Irish catalogue contains six individuals, and @
five of these have been re-sighted, of which
three were inter-annual re-sightings. No
matches to date have been made with the

North Atlantic catalogue, which is hardly
surprising given that it contains 5,500
Humpbacks. Each Irish whale added to the

Humpback Whale #HBIRL4

2004 was the first year we focused on
photographing Humpbacks off West Cork. Why,
you may ask, is it always West Cork? Two reasons.
Firstly, this is where the "watch-effort" suggests
the whales are most reliably seen. And secondly,
they are within striking range of whale-watch
impresario Colin Barnes. Without Colin's vast
experience and altruism, much of this work
couldn't happen. Between Nov 8th-19th 2004,
we obtained dozens of fluke shots of obliging
Humpbacks that thankfully showed considerable
site-fidelity. The lull in activity gave us the
breathing space to analyse the images, and even
at this early stage the results are proving
interesting. The first finding was that among the
Humpbacks was an old friend, Boomerang,
whom we've allocated as #HBIRL3 on the Irish

catalogue. This whale, in common with each of
the previous four years since 2001, was first seen
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12). These surveys included over 5 I0 hours of
survey effort of which 60% were conducted in ideal
conditions of sea state 3 or less. In all, over 240

sightings were made, involving over 2,934 animals.
The IWDG has so far received 779 sighting

records of 7,756 animals during 2004. This
compares with 2,85 lover the IO-year period 1991
200 I. Thus, we have recorded around a 300%

increase in the rate of sightings submitted to the
IWDG.

There have been 95 stranding records reported
to the IWDG so far in 2004. At the present rate,
we expect a large increase in the total reported for
2004 which will make it the greatest number
reported in any year. The website has been busy
too, with over 14,000 hits per month.

ISCOPE is due to run for another 18 months. If

you wish to get involved by recording sightings and
strandings, or wish us to come and deliver a public
talk or identification course in your area, please
contact Simon Berrow or P<idraig Whooley.

ISCOPE is an Irish Whale and Dolphin Group
initiative which aims to promote better awareness
and knowledge of whales, dolphins and porpoises in
Irish waters, by encouraging public participation in
cetacean recording.

Since ISCOPE began in April 2003, the IWDG
has produced a huge amount of printed resources
including nearly 30,000 brochures, posters and
recording forms. We have also produced four slide
packs, which are available on loan from the IWDG
for public presentations, and an interactive
identification DVD. We have carried out 23 public
presentations to over 1,200 people, and 15 training
courses throughout the island of Ireland to around
400 people. As part of ISCOPE, IWDG members
have carried out 228 effort watches from 33

locations, totalling 431 hours.
The ferry surveys across the Irish and Celtic seas

have continued, but in addition, cetacean surveys
have been conducted on seven cruises on board the

Marine Institute's Celtic Explorer (see article, page

54° 37' 13" North, 8° 36' 51" West
By John O'Boyle

The first day of my holidays and I'm sitting
forty metres up a cliff-face in Donegal - I'm
looking for a whale.

I promised myself to give the Constant
Effort Scheme a go and admit to being
somewhat sceptical about seeing cetaceans
regularly as I've been holidaying here for over
thirty years and only very occasionally
spotted a dolphin.

I scan slowly east to west and back. Then,
seemingly from nowhere, cetaceans with tall
falcate dorsal fins appear, just off Muckros
Head. They disappear as suddenly as they
had appeared, but I spot them again, milling
around behind the Head. Surely I am looking
at my first Killer Whales (Orcinus orca) - I
can't believe it, beginner's luckl

Then one comes my way It has a blunt
head and, as it moves west towards Sliabh

Liag, the morning sun illuminates a notched
dorsal fin with paler centre, and a pale
scratched back and head forward of the fin:

Risso's Dolphin (Grampus griseus)!

I have two unproductive watches and
then, 13 minutes into my fourth watch, there
are some 90-100 Gannets diving near the
cardinal marker buoy south-east of Muckros
and at least 80 dolphins splashing around in
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a feeding frenzy. Then they're
on the move, breaching and
half-breaching. They have
sharply falcate dorsal fins, dark
upperparts and are light below.
As they move west, the 'hour
glass' pattern of Common
Dolphin (Delphinus delphis) can
be clearly seen. On a recount, I
reckon there are about 130 of

them. What a spectacle I

On the 6th of August, I do
an evening watch in perfect
conditions. After just half an
hour, I pick up perhaps two
distant sizeable cetaceans just
east of Knocknarea, Co Sligo - dorsal fins
about two-thirds of the way down the back,
no blow and no fluke. I look for another

glimpse for 25 minutes in fading light, but in
vain. I record 'probable Minke Whale' on the
sheet and I'm delighted to have seen my first
miol mar in Donegal Bay

Two watches later, I see my fourth species
west of Inishduff: ten to fifteen Bottlenose

Dolphins (Iursiops truncatus) breaching and
tail-slapping. Eight watches with four
sightings - could things get any better? The
answer was no. I run up six blank watches

(505 minutes) in a row, the worst being on
August 17th when I'm forced to abandon
after 35 minutes because of the relentless

attention of midges.
Finally, on the last day of the holidays,

perseverance pays off when a concentration
of Gannets and Shearwaters indicate the

presence of some 18-20 Bottlenose Dolphins
well south of Carrageen Head.

It's been a bit of a revelation to have so

many sightings on my home patch. I'm now
'converted' and look forward to my next
watch and, maybe, Orcinus orca.



Worth the effort

Bottlenose Dolphin, Ventry, Co Kerry © Mick O'Connell.

By Mick O'Connell
During the two-year period from
October 2002 to October 2004, I

did thirty-five effort-related
cetacean watches overlooking
Blasket Sound, Co Kerry. Twenty
one of these were from Slea

Head, with the remaining
fourteen from Dunmore Head.
Both of these headlands look out

on the same area of sea, and the

reasons for using two locations
are, firstly, to reduce the effects of
glare wherever possible, and
secondly, to avoid the hordes of
tourists, cars and buses that
occur at Slea Head at certain

times of the year! The Blasket
Islands are designated as a
candidate Special Area of
Conservation (cSAC) for

Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena

phocoena), one of only two in the
country, so it is important to gain
knowledge of the species present
and any seasonal changes in
relative abundance.

The total time watched to date

is 80.5 hours, with average watch
duration of approximately 138
minutes. Sea state was almost

always 3 or less, with just three
done in sea state 4. Wherever

weather and personal circum
stances allowed, watches were

conducted throughout the twelve
months of the year.

Cetaceans were observed on

32 of the 35 watches (c.91.4%)
and this varied from brief distant

glimpses to wonderful close
encounters. Harbour Porpoises
were by far the most frequently
observed species. The species
recorded were:

(i) Harbour Porpoise on
77.15% of watches 

present all year round.
(ii) Minke Whale

(Balaenoptera acutorostrata)
on 34.28% of watches

May to October inclusive.
(ill) Bottlenose Dolphin

(Tursiops truncatus) on 8.5%
of watches.

(iv) Risso's Dolphin (Grampus

griseus) on 285% of
watches.

(v) Unidentified small to
medium cetaceans on 20%
of watches.

While these figures will

hopefully, over time, show
trends in the relative
abundance of cetaceans

using the waters around
the Blasket Islands, they
are of course only part of
the picture. Casual

sightings in the same area
recorded the presence of

good numbers of Common
Dolphins (Delphinus

delphis) this August and
Killer Whales (Orcinus

orca) this July

Northern Bottlenose

Whales off Dursey Island
On August 28th, two youngish Northern

Bottlenose Whales (Hyperoodon ampul/atus)

were observed off Dursey Island, Co Cork.
They were first spotted off the south side of
the island below Kilmichael and were later

seen putting put on a splendid display of
spy-hopping, tail-slapping and breaching
completely out of the water.
Editor's Note: This species, showing
similar behaviours, is excellently illustrated
on the new IWDG DVD (see advertisement,

page 6)

National

Aquarium
of

Ireland
"Promoting the
Conservation of
Ireland's Marine
Environment"

Located on the

Prom in Salthill

Tel: (091) 585100

Ireland's largest aquarium:
home to 170 species including
Seahorses, Octopus and our
gentle giant, the Angel Shark!

• Learn the amazing story
of Bradan the salmon,

King of Fish
• Hold sleepy Starfish and

giant Spider Crabs

• Take part in the daily

Feeding Frenzy



Killer Whale attack on tuna
Sightings of Killer Whales from the sea-angling charter boat Naomh Cartha

Killer Whales off Rathlin O'Birne Is, Co Donegal.

Killer Whales five miles further east four

weeks previously
Large shoals of giant Bluefin Tuna are seen

in this area every year in the autumn months;
this is the first time I've seen Killer Whales

actively predating on them. Dolphins are
often observed in close proximity to shoals of
tuna, particularly in the Donegal Bay area,
though not often as far north as Fanad Head
and Malin.

• Adrian Molloy (info@tunacharters.ie)

by thrashing of water and large numbers of
feeding Gannets and other seabirds. As we
passed through the area, a large patch of oil
and a number of pieces of fish were observed
on the surface. While recovering a piece of
the remains, which weighed a couple of
kilos, a female Killer Whale, much smaller

than the male, passed close by on our port
side.

The dorsal fin of the bull was similar to

that of a male seen among a pod of about ten

By Adrian Molloy

On October 20th, 2004, during an angling
charter for Bluefin Tuna approximately six
miles northeast of Fanad Head, we observed

a number of giant tuna feeding on the surface
one mile to the west of our position. As we

trolled westward towards the shoal, the high
dorsal fin of a large male Killer Whale
(Orcinus orca) was clearly seen close to the
feeding fish. A large tuna of over 200 kilos
jumped high out of the water accompanied

Mystery dorsal fin
By David O'Brien

On 2nd June 2004, while returning from
Robert's Cove to Roche's Point at the mouth

of Cork Harbour, we had to negotiate a
salmon net which was miles long. "What
chance have the salmon got with nets this
long?" I muttered. I looked at the net, saw a
fin and yelled "Dolphin!" but my wife
quickly pointed out it was too big for a

dolphin. Realising the animal had become
entangled in the net, we thought at this point
it had to be a whale, but there was no

spout. .. was it drowning?
I felt anxious for the beast as the fishing

boat slammed its engine into reverse with the
intention, I believe, of pulling the net taut to
free the captive. Still no blow; surely it can't
last much longer? At one moment I saw its

dorsal fin rip through the nylon netting - the
next it had gone, the struggle was over, the
net had gone slack. I assumed it had escaped.

On our return to the point, neighbour and
IWDG member Francis Gallagher consulted
her fish bible and there it was ... the second

biggest fish in the sea, growing up to 35ft

and weighing up to 4 tonnes: a Basking
Shark (Cetorhinus maximus)!

Order your DVD from IWDG, Merchants Quay, Kilrush, Co Clare.

Buy now
while
clfockJ /tuff

:.'~Gift Idea/

IllUSTRATION SURfACING SEQUENCE SIMIlD.1I SPECIES

•• D1STflIBUnON PHOTOS AND filM 10 IUNU

of IRELAND
An interactive guide on how to observe, record ond identify cetaceans in Irish waters

IWDG~
The Irish Whale and Dolphin Gro;;P

This innovative DVD will guide you through the A-Z of cetaceans
(whales, dolphins and porpoises) in Irish waters. Section by section
you will learn how, where and when to whale-watch in Ireland, and
how you can participate in the IWDe's sighting and stranding schemes.
The extensive identification section will introduce you to each of the
twenty-four Irish species, and includes distribution maps, surface
sequences, species comparisons, illustrations, stills and video clips.
This is an essential resource for all whale and dolphin enthusiasts. Price
includes post and packing €25 for non-members, €20 for members.
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Letters on Clare Bottlenose Dolphin

The "friendly" Fanore dolphin

Bottlenose dolphin
(Tursiops truncatus)
Many will recognise the Bottlenose Dolphin, whose
familiar "smiley" profile has been beamed into our
homes since the I960s, courtesy of "Flipper;' the
friendly dolphin from Florida.

By the I980s, we had our own celebrity in "Fungi"
who took up residence in Dingle harbour twenty years
ago. By the I990s, Ireland was established as one of
the best countries in Europe to observe Bottlenose
Dolphins, as dolphin-watching became established in
the Shannon estuary, home to one of only four
resident populations of the species in the EU. Added
to this is the fact that Ireland seems to have more than

its share of "sociable" Bottlenose Dolphins that
regularly interact with people.

Although Bottlenose Dolphins are recorded on all
Irish coasts, a quick glance at the www.iwdg.ie
advanced search engine shows a predominantly west
coast distribution of sightings, which no doubt reflects
their actual distribution. The majority of sightings are
from west Kerry, Clare, Galway Bay, Connemara and
the Broadhaven/Erris area of Mayo. They are rarely
reported in those areas of West Cork where observer
effort is highest.

Before you tie yourself up in knots with "diagnostic"
features, consider the following: Bottlenose Dolphin
sightings are "patchy" in most areas except the west
coast. Ifyou see a large group of 20+ dolphins, they are
far more likely to be Common Dolphins (Delphinus

delphis), as Bottlenose are generally seen in smaller
groups of 6-20. Bottlenose Dolphins often inhabit
coastal areas and may be observed very close to
shore, whereas pelagic species such as Common
Dolphins will generally not venture within 2km of the
shore. In common with the much smaller Common

Dolphin" they will frequently bow-ride fast-moving
boats.

However, before you (and IWDG) can be satisfied
with your identification, you should try to record as
much detail as possible. Firstly, consider their size:
reaching lengths of > 12ft, they are among the largest
dolphin species, but note that Risso's Dolphins
(Grampus griseus) may be as large but are much paler
and not as energetic. Bottlenose are also robust in
build, with a fairly short, stubby beak which pales with
age. The Risso's Dolphin with its bulbous forehead has
no beak, while the Common Dolphin has a very long
slender beak. Finally, most dolphins have some
characteristic markings which are diagnostic; for
instance, Risso's are raked with scars and scratches,
while Common Dolphins have a distinctive hour-glass
colour pattern, whereas the Bottlenose is simply plain
gun-metal grey, with no colour pattern.

Bottlenose Dolphins, in common with Harbour
Porpoises, are on Annex II of the EU Habitats
Directive, and as such are a priority species, which
means Ireland is required to designate Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs) that meet their ecological
requirements. •

The IWDG also recently received this report:

"After an hour in the water playing with
the Fanore dolphin last August, 1 began to
leave and heard a cry for help: a young
boy, around 12 years old, seemed to be in
difficulty with the dolphin. As 1
approached them in the water 1 could
clearly see that the dolphin was hassling
the boy, ducking him under the water. 1
took the boy by the waist and began to
swim towards the shore. However, the

dolphin blocked our path and hit us
repeatedly with her beak. 1 pushed the
child to one side and, seeing the dolphin
focused on me, moved away to allow the
child time to reach the shore.

"At this point, the violence went up a
notch; 1 cannot recall the details or order

exactly. 1 think the dolphin began by
pushing me in the back; 1 felt her beak
between my shoulder blades, pushing me
under the water, and 1 realised that she

was taking me out to sea. At another point,
she hovered above me in the water,

preventing me from reaching the surface. 1
remember placing my arm along her body
trying to lever myself off her to get to the
surface. 1 was convinced at this point that
she was trying to drown me. She also hit
me repeatedly with her beak, both above
and below the surface. 1 tried to remain

calm and concentrated on trying to
breathe. 1 shouted for help, but suddenly
she struck me with her beak, ripping off
my mask and injuring my face. She

repeatedly leapt out of
the water, diving down
close to me, using her tail
to splash me violently,
which stunned me. At

this point, having serious
difficulty breathing and
weakened by the
repeated blows, 1 began
to seriously wonder
whether 1would survive.

"1 have no sense of

how long this trial lasted.
It seemed very long.
Finally a man arrived,
put himself between me
and the dolphin and
asked me to swim
towards the coast as fast

as possible. The dolphin
went around him to

strike me, cracking my
rib, before 1 managed to
get back to shore.

"So, what happened?
Was she just trying to
frighten me? Was she
simply playing with me? 1
have many unanswered
questions but 1 believe
something should be
done before something
tragic happens with the
dolphin of Fanore."

The IWDG has recently received the

following letters in relation to the Bottlenose

Dolphin at Fanore, Co Clare:-

"1am contacting you to perhaps get advice
on what to do, or who to contact, about

an incident 1 recently experienced with
the dolphin at Fanore. First of all, 1 have
swum with the dolphin for a number of
years now and, like many other people,
feel that 1 have a good relationship with
her, if there is such a thing with a wild
dolphin. However, a friend of mine who
lives close by and who has swum with the
dolphin regularly over the last few years,
recently had a very nasty experience.

"We both entered the water and, on

exchanging mask and snorkel with each
other, the dolphin pushed my female
colleague in the centre of her back, down
towards the sea bed. My colleague, who is
by no means a weak swimmer, found it
extremely difficult to breathe. She was
pushed downwards in a very forceful
manner, up to six times. Thankfully, she
managed to get away after throwing her
mask and snorkel away.

"We later found out that the same day a
boy of 10 and a tourist had been attacked
(I use this word in the strongest possible
sense as this is what 1 experienced). 1 feel
that the public should be made very
aware that this dolphin is wild but most of
all is unpredictable."
Mark



IWDG conference

Phil Clapham shares his experiences of the

IWDG conJerence:-

A visitor's view

Back in the good old days
when marine mammal

science was young,
conferences were small and

friendly The first Society for
Marine Mammalogy
meeting I attended, in 1983,
featured around 500 people;

quite a lot, but not so many that you couldn'~
get around and find whoever you were looking
for. Those early meetings had a much more
intimate feel to them, but as the field grew they
were replaced by affairs of 1,500+ people.

It was thus particularly enjoyable to attend
the first IWDG meeting. A hundred people,
more or less, brought together in a charming
town; and a sense of openness and informality
that other meetings have long lost. The meeting
was a perfect combination of great talks with
equally well-organized field trips and social
activities. The conference dinner was a

delightful event, and it stands out as the only
time in my life that I have been asked to deliver
a talk at midnight after excellent Irish music
and a not inconsiderable quantity of wine and
Guinness. I think what I said made sense, but
then since everyone else had also been
drinking it probably didn't really matter I

It was a very Irish event all round - no
standing on ceremony, lots of friendly and
hospitable people, and more than a dash of
culture injected into the meeting together with
the science. Thanks to everyone who made it
such a memorable event.

• Phil Clapham, Large Whale Biology Program,
Nonheast Fisheries Science Centre, 166 Water Street,
Woods Hole, MA02543, USA.

120 people attended the conference, including
Tom McSweeney of RTE who filmed a piece for
RTE news ensuring exposure and anticipation for
the next IWDG conference in 2006.

We would like to thank all those who attended,

our speakers and our sponsors: the Heritage
Council, National Parks and Wildlife Service and
the Marine Institute.

Miol M6r 2004
lernational Whale Conference

24-26 September
Rosscarbery, County Cork

Rosie Seton addresses the conference.

-
The conference dinner was accom

panied by a table-based whale quiz
ensuring all were challenged. This was
followed by local musician John Spillane
whose song about the Killer Whales in
Cork Harbour, Orca - Killer Whale,

brought the house down. Mairtin de
Coghan entertained us with stories in the
old Seanchai style. Phil Clapham then
shared his reminiscences of 20 years'
guiding on whalewatching boats in the
USA. More songs, more stories, and a set
of jigs, reels, and hornpipes finished off
the night.

Sunday 26 September
There was a full room to hear Greg
Donovan (Head of Science at the

International Whaling Commission)
explain how whale populations
worldwide are managed. Simon Berrow
then presented the results of the IWDG
Large Whale Project, which is assessing
the factors that attract large baleen
whales to the south coast of Ireland.

Simone Panigada and Federico
Bendinoni from Tethys Research Institute
in Italy described their work attaching
time depth-recorders to, and photo
identifying, Fin Whales in the
Mediterranean Sea. IWDG members

Andrew Speer of NPWS and Gary
Burrows of EHS then presented their
experiences of a Humpback Whale
stranding in Northern Ireland.

In lieu of the second whalewatching
trip, participants saw the IWDG ENFO
exhibition FLUKEPRINTS: On The Trail of

Irish Whales and a demonstration by Jim
Wilson of the new IWDG DVD.

By Simon Berl"Ow & Frances Bermingham

The first IWDG international conference was

held in Rosscarbery, Co Cork, from 24-26
September 2004. The conference sought to
put the recent discovery of Fin and
Humpback Whales off the south coast of
Ireland into an international perspective.

Friday 24 September
The opening night saw 130 people attend
the film premiere of The Return of the Irish
Humpbacks. The stage was set by IWDG
member Hauke Steinberg singing the lament
The Last of The Great Whales as the lights
dimmed for the film. The reaction to the film
was excellent and it was shown three times
over the weekend.

Saturday 25 September
Phil Clapham, Director of Large Whale
Research in Massachusetts, opened the
conference describing the ecology and
present knowledge of North Atlantic
Humpback Whales. Padraig Whooley
presented his work from the Old Head of
Kinsale, Co Cork. This body of information
reports a 70% cetacean observation rate,
with Humpback Whales regularly seen
between September and December and Fin
Whales from June to January Rosemary
Seton of Allied Whale in Bar Harbour, Maine,

then explained how photo-identification is
used to identify individual whales and how
the matching techniques are used to show
where Humpback Whales breed and feed,
and to track their movements.

After lunch, four boats steamed out of
Union Hall in search of whales - of course

they did not show and those on board had to
be content with Common Dolphins.

8 IWDG Nrwl WINTER 2004
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We're maldng sure of It!

never seen any cetacean do before. All four stayed around the boat until
nightfall made it impossible to see them. For some reason, although
they moved around from one side of the boat to the other and moved
off behind the boat on occasion, I never saw them go in front of the
boat, even though we were only moving at 2-3 knots, less than walking
pace.

We continued fishing through the night, and by dawn were about 15
nautical miles SE of where we had been at nightfall. The four whales
were still with the boat, still coming to within 2-3m of the boat. They
finally left a couple of hours later, but in total had spent about 10 hours
alongside, a very prolonged encounter. Regrettably, the bad weather
and light meant that decent photos were almost impossible, although I
did manage to get a few. Unfortunately, there were no more cetaceans
seen for the remainder of the trip, not even any Common Dolphins. But
then, it's only a couple of weeks to my next survey.

Pilot Whales © Graham Johnston.

Now, I've nothing against Common Dolphins (Delphinus delphis).

They have provided me with hours of entertainment on trips in
the past and are always a welcome sight in the empty expanses of
the ocean. It's just that they are a bit, well, common. I see them on
90% of my trips at sea. I work for the Fisheries Science Services
section of the Marine Institute and spend several months at sea a
year on both commercial and research vessels. I have recently
started looking at the deepwater fishery off the west coast and this
was to be my first trip as an observer, on board the MFV Carvida.

We were due to spend two weeks fishing for Black Scabbard and
Orange Roughy on the far side of the Porcupine Bank, and I was
looking forward to the opportunity to see some of the more
offshore species of fish and cetaceans. Something more than
Common Dolphins.

We left Galway on a sunny Sunday morning, but with rough
weather forecast. It took us 26 hours to get to our first fishing
location, approximately 250 nautical miles to the southwest. For
the first two days the sea surface looked empty except for the
occasional Sunfish (Mala mala). These are usually thought of as a
warm-water species, but sightings are becoming more and more
frequent off Ireland, with more recorded this year than any other.
However, on day three, my luck changed. A pod of Pilot Whales
(Glabicephala me/as) approached the boat as we were hauling the
net. Pilot Whales are common in the North Atlantic. Although
called whales, they are actually members of the dolphin family as
the dorsal fin is located in the middle of the back. Females can be

distinguished from males by the shape of the dorsal fin; the
females' have a pointed, upright shape, similar to that seen in
Common Dolphins, while the male fin is much more rounded.
They are normally seen in deep water, often over the continental
shelf, exactly the area we were fishing. The skipper told me that
they saw Pilot Whales at least once on every trip, often in the area
we were fishing at the time.

I have seen Pilot Whales on a few occasions before, but for

several reasons, this turned out to be a particularly unusual
encounter. Firstly, this was a pretty small pod. Pilot Whales are
usually found in groups of ten or more animals. This group only
had four whales. There was one very large female in the group,
who kept apart from the other three. This smaller group consisted
of one male and one female, both smaller than the large female,
and a juvenile that must have been very close to newborn as it was
only about a metre and a half in length. It was too small to be able
to tell the sex with any confidence. I was not expecting to see a
calf as calves are normally only found as part of large pods, as the
more animals there are in a group, the better protection they have.

All four whales came within 2-3 metres of the boat and showed

some of the characteristic behaviour of Pilot Whales - logging
(resting) on the surface, and spy-hopping. This involved one of
the adults sticking its head out of the water and slowly spinning,
having a good look around. The juvenile spent periods of up to
three minutes at a time logging on its back, something I have

Minke Whale off the western seaboard © Padraig Whooley.
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Unearthing rare beaked whale, Rossbeigh Strand

O'Riordan, with a very pessimistic outlook all
round. For about an hour we dug, with the
hole filling with water and the sides falling in
and things looking grim indeed. I found my
'grass and point' marker in the dune, and
with some Neanderthal triangulation marked
a line on the sand alongside our existing
hole, and then on a long-shot got John to dig
there. About 20 minutes later, while trying to
explain what we were at to some curious
passers-by, I got the most distinctive,
disgusting and, at the time anyway, loveliest
smell- rotting whale! Somebody was smiling
on us because, against all the odds, we
located it!

So, this evening, as I type this, its boiled
skull and vertebrae sit outside the window,
some tissue samples are in formalin and
some more llesh (well-wrapped) sits in the
freezer, so hopefully now we can identify it
using DNA analysis. And it's all thanks to
Danny O'Keefe (wildlife ranger), Kerry Co
Council staff (especially Redmond), Michelle
Cooper-Gallivan for the photo, John Diggin
for his careful JCB work and my tolerant
neighbours, for putting up with the smell!

Rossbeigh to see if there would be any chance
of finding the burial site.

Having talked to Danny, Redmond
O'Riordan (Kerry Co Council worker on site)
and Simon Berrow, we decided to hire a JCB
and attempt to find the carcass. Permission to
dig on the beach was granted following a
meeting with the area engineer in Killorglin,
and aJCB was organised for July 8th at noon,
so we would be ready to start two hours after
high tide on Wednesday.

I contacted Michelle Cooper-Galvin, a
photographer with The Kerryman, when I
found out she had taken pictures of the
whale before it was buried. She e-mailed the

picture on Wednesday night, and I searched
the background, looking for some clue as to
what part of the beach it was. All I noticed
was a 'point' on a dune half-way up a patch
of grass. While looking at the picture I
realised just how unlikely we were to find
anything the next day and was beginning to
wish I hadn't started down this roadl

On Thursday, I met our JCB man, John
Diggin (yes, real1y his name!), and we started
digging at a spot chosen by Redmond

Beaked whale strandings on both coasts
Beaked whale buried

on Kerry beach
By Mick O'Connell

On 15th June, I heard of a dead-stranded

beaked whale at Rossbeigh strand in Kerry
As I was in Dublin, the wife and kids

dispatched themselves to the scene but met a
JCB leaving the beach, having buried the
corpse. Being a curious soul I thought I'd
chase up the local wildlife ranger, Danny
O'Keefe, for any photos he had of the animal,
with a view to identifying the species.

When I got copies of the photos, I sent
them on to the IWDG committee for

opinions as to the species. Unfortunately,
photos alone weren't sufficient for
identification, but Simon Berrow suspected
that it wasn't a Cuvier's Beaked Whale

(Ziphius cavirostris). This suggested that it
might be something a bit more interesting,
and with recorded strandings of other beaked
whales in Ireland being fairly scarce, I
organised to meet up with Danny O'Keefe at

By Kev;n McCormick
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Beaked whale
strands in Wexford

fact that as it was a female the absence of a

tooth in the lower jaw would make positive
identification slightly more complicated. We
brought the animal to my house and took
some blubber samples for analysis and made
arrangements to have the carcass buried at a
local beach. We are still awaiting
confirmation of identification, but it looks
like we have the second stranding of a
Sowerby's Beaked Whale in Wexford this year
and, indeed, probably the first recorded live
stranding of this species in Irish waters.

We would like to express our gratitude to
Sam Kennedy and the crew of Courtown
Harbour RNLI who assisted in the recovery
of this rare cetacean.

had just finished and a 4.26m beaked whale
in excess of one tonne greeted the curious
onlookers at the neat, stone-faced RNLI
boathouse. My son and I stood in awe for a
few moments - this beautiful creature looked

perfect except for the abrasions caused from
towing it up the slip and profuse bleeding
from the llukes. We managed to get a local
man with a JCB and carefully loaded our
cargo onto my trailer and wrapped it in
tarpaulin - by now a large crowd had
gathered and at this stage I had narrowed
down identification to either a True's

(Mesoplodon mirus), Gervais' (Mesoplodon

europaeus) or Sower by's Beaked Whale
(Mesoplodon bidens) but was conscious of the

Beaked whale, probably Sowerby's, which stranded near Courtown in August.
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On August 20th, I got a call from my
colleague Emer Rogan asking me to attend
the live stranding of a 'dolphin' at Glendoyne
beach, close to Courtown harbour in north
Wexford. As I prepared to leave, we received
a further call indicating that the animal,
which had been relloated several times, had

subsequently died. Nevertheless, I decided to
go up the following morning expecting to
find perhaps a Common Dolphin (Delphinus

delphis), as initial reports intimated that it was
approx. 6ft in length, and as the carcass was
fresh it would prove useful for post-mortem.

Unfortunately, the beach proved difficult to
access, so I contacted Courtown harbour
lifeboat and asked them for assistance in

towing the cetacean back to Courtown so I
could identify and collect it. Sam Kennedy
and his crew were most obliging and took the
animal in tow with their D-class lifeboat, in
horrendous weather, and brought it back to
Courtown that evening. Sam then rang me to
say that the cetacean was more than 6ft in
length - closer to 13ft! I immediately asked
him the position of the dorsal fin and he
confirmed that it was two-thirds down the

back, so I knew we had more than we
initially bargained for and at first light
hooked up my trailer and headed north.

The village was packed with tourists, Mass



By £mer Rogan

Small cetaceans such as dolphins and porpoises
face a number of threats in European waters
which include incidental catches in fishing gear,
depletion of prey resources, habitat degradation
and coastal development. Accumulation of
organic pollutants adds to the pressures on their
populations.

The BIOCET project, co-ordinated by Dr
Graham Pierce in the University of Aberdeen,
involved researchers from a number of

countries, including University College Cork.
We set out to try to quantify the accumulation of
persistent organic pollutants (POPs), the
"classical" organohalogen compounds and the
relatively new brominated flame retardants
(BFRs) and their impact on the reproductive
success of selected populations of Harbour
Porpoises (phowena phowena) and Common
Dolphins (Delphinus delphis) in relatively
unpolluted and highly polluted areas within
European Atlantic waters.

Certain organic pollutants, e.g. polychlor
inated biphenyls (PCBs), are known to depress
reproductive performance and the immune
system. They are also known as hormone
disruptors and have a particular affinity for fat,
which means they accumulate in the blubber of
dolphins and porpoises.

The work was based on analysis of samples
from animals found dead, and also looked at the
possible causes and consequences of the
pollutant levels that were recorded. In Ireland,
the project worked closely with the IWDG
strandings scheme, and we would like to thank
all those who reported stranded animals to us.
The study involved female Harbour Porpoises
and female Common, Striped (Stenella
weruleoalba) and Bottlenose Dolphins (Tursiops
truncatus) that were found stranded in Scotland,
the Netherlands, Belgium, Ireland, France and
Spain. Various samples including teeth, ovaries,
blubber and stomach contents were analysed.

PCBs affect pregnancy rates
We found that PCB concentrations in the

blubber are higher in porpoises from the
Netherlands than in those from Scotland or

Ireland, and this corresponds to a much lower
estimated pregnancy rate in the Dutch
porpoises. Data also indicated that PCB levels
were higher in males than in females, and that
levels start to decline in females after maturity is
reached. These differences are well known and
arise because substantial amounts are

transferred to the offspring in the mother's milk,
which is rich in fat. The study found that of all
the pollutants, PCBs were the most likely to
have an impact on reproduction - the highest
levels (in porpoises from the Netherlands)
corresponded to the lowest pregnancy rate
recorded for harbour porpoises.

Harbour Porpoise calves

However, there was a relatively high
incidence of Brucella in Dutch Harbour
Porpoises, which could also contribute to the
low pregnancy rate. Adult female porpoises
normally breed once every two years in
Europe, but the figure could be as low as
once in 10 years on average for Dutch
porpoises. We cannot be sure exactly how
Brucella affects cetaceans, but in cattle the
first pregnancy may end in abortion. Adult
female porpoises are capable of breeding
every year, and historically have bred every
other year in Dutch waters. However, the
results suggest that the average length of time
between pregnancies is much higher;
presumabiy the average has declined because
some adult females are not breeding at all.

Our most interesting results have to do
with the occurrence of brominated flame
retardants (BFRs) in porpoises. One of these
compounds is hexabromocyclo-dodecane or
HBCD, which has a high production volume:
9,500 tonnes was produced within the EU in
2001. BFRs are used in the building industry
Highest HBCD levels occurred in Harbour
Porpoises stranded on the coasts of the Irish
Sea and on the northwest coast of Scotland.
Much less is known about these chemicals

than about PCBs, but they could have similar
adverse effects on the immune system and
reproduction. These measurements of BFRs
were made by colleagues from the Royal
Netherlands Institute of Sea Research. They
are now looking at possible effects of these
compounds.

The dolphins and porpoises are taking in
these chemicals in their food, mainly fish.
These chemicals occur throughout our
environment, in the seas and on land.

Because chemicals like PCBs have an affinity
for fats, dolphins are prone to accumulate
them in their blubber. There is less danger for
humans in that we do not have the same

capacity to "bio-accumulate" these chemicals
- although it is known that, in human
societies where whales or seals are eaten,
people can build up very high levels of PCBs.

Where are the pollutants from?
We were unable to find a manufacturing
source for the HBCDs in the Irish Sea, which
suggests that either the chemical is being
circulated into the Irish Sea from an external

source, andJor that the application of BFRs in
industry in the area is the origin. More
monitoring and research into the occurrence
of these and other contaminants in cetaceans

is needed. In addition, the use and disposal of
chemicals needs closer examination, to
reduce their introduction into food chains in

the marine ecosystem.

& evening trips

around Loop Head

April 1st - Oct 31st



For information on recent sightings and strandings see www.iwdg.ie

ShOp surveys in Irish waters
• By Dave Wall and Nick Channon

ShOp surveys
Summer 2004 has been the busiest so

far for the ShOp Surveys Unit. The
major undertaking of the summer was
our five-month survey off the west
and north Atlantic coasts on board the

RV Celtic Explorer. We have also been
busy on the east coast, working to
consolidate our ferry surveys across
the Irish Sea.

The abundance of cetacean species
off the north Donegal and Derry
coasts was extremely low, despite the
highest survey effort being focused on
these areas. Surveys conducted in the
same areas during autumn and winter
2003/2004 also recorded low cetacean
abundance in these areas and more

survey effort is needed to see whether
this is the situation all year round and,
if so, why?

This was the first major offshore
survey conducted on the west coast by
the IWDG as part of its Ships of
Opportunity (ShOp) survey
programme. The information from
this survey has begun to highlight
major differences in cetacean
distribution and abundance between
the north and south coasts and
between offshore banks and the Irish
shelf itself. More effort is needed to

identify seasonal trends and to look at
the effects of water depth, food
availability and other factors on
cetacean distribution and abundance
in Ireland's offshore habitats.

Following the success of this year's
survey, the IWDG will continue to
promote surveys on board ships of
opportunity as a relatively cheap and
effective method of monitoring the
health of Ireland's cetacean

populations. This survey was
supported by the Heritage Council's
Wildlife Grants scheme, the Marine
Institute and the Geological Survey of
Ireland.

Ferry surveys
Rosslare-Pembroke
Our new route from Rosslare to
Pembroke on board the Irish Ferries

vessel MV Isle of Inishmore has been
producing a very similar pattern of
Common Dolphin (Delphinus delphis)

acutorostrata) and Fin Whale

(Balaenoptera physalus).
The most common species

over the Irish shelf was the

Common Dolphin, reaching a
maximum relative abundance of

17.5 animals per hour (aph) off
the west Cork coast. In offshore

waters over the Rockall Bank, the
Atlantic White-sided Dolphin
was the most common species,
reaching a maximum relative
abundance of 14.5 aph over the
southern end of the bank.

Link to Water Safely Guidelines

Safety on the Water
Scroll down for further links to Safety on the Water Features

Ireland's National Seabed Survey
and facilitated by the Irish
Marine Institute.

Eight species of cetacean were
identified in the survey area:
Common Dolphin (Delphinus
delphis), Atlantic White-sided
Dolphin (Lagenorhynchus acutus),

Pilot Whale (Globicephala melas),
Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena

phocoena), Risso's Dolphin
(Grampus griseus), Bottlenose
Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus),

Minke Whale (Balaenoptera

Marine Safety Working Group

In an emergency, call 999 or 772
and ask for the Coast Guard

AIM
To use its collective expertise and experience to create and communicate marine safety information

and messages to endeavour to reduce accidents and to prevent the loss of life in Irish Waters.

OBJECTIVES
• To establish strong working relationships with other National and Local Organisations to createl

promote accident prevention programmes
• To establish cause and trends in accidents at sea

• To develop accident prevention programmes

• To measure effectiveness of prevention programmes

• To provide a coordinated approach to the dissemination of safety information in response to
individual enquiries

fI Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources

From May to September 2004,
the Irish Whale and Dolphin
Group conducted a survey of
cetacean distribution and relative

abundance (cetaceans per hour
surveyed) on board the State
offshore research vessel, RV Celtic

Explorer. The survey was
operated as an ancillary project
of the Geological Survey of

IWDG survey
offshore waters
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Visit the Marine Safety Working
Group (MSWG) website at
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and Harbour Porpoise (Phowena phowena)
sightings each month. Most of the action seems
to occur in the northern margins of the Celtic
Deep. Occasional sightings of Minke Whales
(Balaenoptera acutorostrata) and Risso's Dolphins
(Grampus griseus) (off the Tuskar Rock) have
made this a very interesting route for all involved.

Dublin-Holyhead
On the Dublin-Holyhead route the surprise of
the summer was consistent sightings of Minke
Whales east of the Kish Light coupled with the
presence of an unidentified large whale in the
area in May. Nick Channon describes the
expe rience ...

The morning crossing from Dublin had been
relatively quiet cetacean-wise but as we passed
the Kish Light our expectations increased. The
MV Ulysses crews had been reporting large blows
about eight miles east of the Kish Light for the
past couple of days - seemingly a huge shoal of
sprat had moved into the area. Immediately, we
encountered several Minke Whales (Balaenoptera
acutorostrata). This became a regular feature of
the summer - on one occasion we saw 3-6 Minke

Whales lunge-feeding, it was a startling sight. On
one occasion, the whales surfaced within 20
metres of the vessel and were clearly visible
under the water as we passed them. On both
occasions the white bands were visible on the

flippers. Suddenly, a huge blow erupted c500
metres in front of us. It was very definitely the
blow of a large whale and almost certainly that of
either a Sei (Balaenoptera borealis) or a Fin Whale
(Balaenoptera physalus) but we didn't get a
glimpse of the animal itself so unfortunately we
could not be absolutely sure of the species.

The Minke Whales were seen until July, but
sightings on our surveys during August,
September, and October in good conditions have
been exclusively of Porpoise and Common
Dolphin. Porpoise sightings peak in June and
July when we may see 150 plus during our
surveys throughout the Irish Sea, but during the
winter sightings appear more coastal and are
concentrated in and around Dublin Bay and close
to Holyhead.

Get involved
In 2005, we intend to continue our partnership
with Irish Ferries in the Irish Sea and hopefully
commence a new route across the north Irish Sea.

We are always looking for volunteers with some
whalewatching experience and good sea legs for
these surveys. If you are interested, please
contact Dave Wall (dave.wall@iwdg.ie) or Nick
Channon (holyhead@iwdg.ie).
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2 Nights Accommodation + 3-Hour Sea Safari
from €US PPS based on 4

3-H(lur Sea Safari - only from €3S PP based on 12

North Irish Lodge

Launches new 10m covered passenger RIB for 2005
The smoothest, quietest engines in the world

Birds/whales/ dolphins/porpoises/seals

Planning your dolphin-watching trip to the Shannnon Estuary,
home of Ireland's only resident group of Bottlenose DOlphins?
Spot Minke Whales off Loop Head.

Relax and enjoy the luxury of 3 Superb Courtyard Cottages
overlooking Poulnasherry Bay. Each is self-contained,
beautifully furnished, fully equipped, and all bedrooms are en
suite. Special facilities for whale-watchers include waterproof
telescopes and binoculars. Common room with projector and
wildlife library. Dolphin-watching guides with expert knowledge
can be arranged.

Now operating
SEA LIFE SAFARIS OFF THE ANTRIM COAST

Traditional Irish Cottages & PADI Dive Resort

Winner of 6 Awards
for Excellence

& Voted Best Self-Catering
in Northern Ireland
2003/04



The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group has a network of contacts who will visit stranded animals and
collect records of those sighted at sea. Ifyou find a whale, dolphin or porpoise washed up, or observe
one at sea or from the shore, please tell your nearest contact person.

The Irish Whale and Dulphin Group

• IWDG contacts around the coast

countries, including Spain, Portugal,
Florida (usually in dolphinaria) and
South America. We hope the IWDG,
through its programme of educational
events, can raise the profile of whales
and dolphins in Irish waters.

The exhibition proved so popular
that ENFO has printed a second set of
display boards. Much of the credit for
this goes to Faith Wilson and Eithne
Griffin who put a lot of time and effort
into the exhibition. Both displays are
touring the country. Should anyone
wish to book the exhibition for a

suitable venue (library, etc), phone
ENFO at (0 I) 888 3910 or e-mail
info@enfo.ie. - Mick O'Connell

ENFO organised a series of
workshops for primary schools, which
were conducted by Padraig Whooley,
Lorraine Dufficey and Mick O'Connell.
Over 1,000 children took part, mainly
in the 3rd to 6th class age-group.
Special needs groups and home
educators were also catered for.

My first question to a new class was
always whether anyone had seen any
whales or dolphins, and if so, where. In
schools in Kerry, many children would
have seen either Fungie or the
Shannon estuary dolphins, so it was
interesting to note that most children
of inner city schools, that had seen
cetaceans, had seen them in other

'FLUKEPRINTS - On the Trail of Irish Whales'

Map inset: Boomerang (Humpback
Whale) lunge-feedingoffCorkcoast
(© ColinBarnes)

In June-July 2004, the IWDG exhibition
"FLUKE PRINTS: On the Trail of
Irish Whales" was held in ENFO in
Dublin. ENFO funded the exhibition,
which consisted of 20 display boards, a
series of interactive exhibits for

children and a window displayfeaturing
a banner of a life-size Minke Whale
painted by Nessa 6 Brolchain. A set of
four posters featuring Common
Dolphin, Killer Whale, Fin Whale and
Humpback Whale, a set of eight
postcards featuring Irish whales and
dolphins, and a cracking new poster,
"The Whales and Dolphins of
Ireland," illustrated by Jim Wilson,
were also part of the exhibition.



Heritage Outlool< is a magazine"
that celebrates Ireland's natural

and built heritage.
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Produced biannually by the Heritage Council, Heritage Outlook is the
only national magazine that focuses on all aspects of Irish heritage.

Heritage Outlook is for anyone who

has an interest in preservi ng

Ireland's heritage.

It carries news, provides analysis

and offers thought-provoking

articles on all aspects of heritage.

Heritage Outlook is a full-colour 32-page modern

magazine with vibrant and varied content. Its extensive

readership is diverse and influential, and includes

professionals working in the

heritage field, state departments,

local authorities, non-governmental

organisations, community groups,

journalists, teachers and
academics.
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Heritage is defined as including the following areas:

• Monuments; • Archaeological objects; • Architectural Heritage;

• Flora & Fauna; • Wildlife Habitats; • Landscapes; • Geology;

• Heritage Gardens & Parks; • Seascapes & wrecks; • In/and Waterways

If you would like to receive a copy of Heritage Outlook please email: mail@heritagecouncil.com
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