


IWDG Events (Jan - July 2006)

Happy New Year to you all,

Pcidraig Whooley, IWDG

Letter from the Secretary

.... more events on page 5

29, 30 June & 1 July
Fish Ireland Expo

Killybegs, Co. Donegal
Contact: padraig.whooley@iwdg.ie

9-11 June
World Oceans Festival weekend

Tramore, Co. Waterford

Contact: padraig.whooley@iwdg.ie

identification course

Dingle, Co. Kerry
Contact: mickoconneIl3@eircom.net

14-16 July
IWoG Whale Watching Weekend Course
Cape Clear, Co. Cork

Contact: padraig.whooley@iwdg.ie

10 June 2006

World Oceans Day

Crawfordsburn Country Park
Tel 028 (048) 91853621 for details25 February to 26 March

IWoG expedition to the Cape Verde Islands,
West Africa

2-4 June

IWDG Whale watching/strandings

3-6 April
20th Annual Conference of the European
Cetacean Society
Gdynia, Poland

http://www.broekemaweb.nl/ecs/agm/
ecs-2006.html

19-21 May
IWoG Whale Watching Weekend Course

Tory Isl?nd, Donegal
Contact: simon.berrow@iwdg.ie

18 and 19 February
One-day whale-watching, identification and
strandings courses
T-Bay Surf & Wildlife Centre, Tramore,
Co. Waterford

Contact: padraig.whooley@iwdg.ie

Phew - what a year! It's been another great one for IWDG.
Our membership at time of writing is 760 and once
membership subscriptions go on-line in the new year with
the new pay-pal system, we expect membership to quickly
breach the 800 mark. Mick O'Connell will be sending out
membership reminders with this issue and we hope you'll all
be in a position to continue supporting the IWDG by
renewing quickly in 2006. It only seems like yesterday when
our membership was about 120 ... and declining.

As ever, the Winter issue has a few extra bits and bobs

enclosed, and we hope you'll be able to put the IWDG wall
planner to good use. We've also enclosed our new car stickers, which are always
popular, and we hope you'll find room for one on your back windscreen. For those
family members with more than one car who'd like another, if you forward a self
addressed envelope, we'll post one out to you.

You'll see we've a full schedule of events and courses throughout the

summer/autumn period 2006, with the usual weekend whale-watching courses on
Cape Clear and Tory Islands, but this year we're adding two new weekends in Dingle
(An Daingean), Co. Kerry, and Rathlin Island, Co. Antrim. We will be running Whale
Watch Ireland 2006 on Sunday 6th August, which promises to be the largest national
whale watch day yet, with increased watch sites, especially along the west and
northwest coasts. This wildlife event has fast become one of the highlights of the
Irish wildlife calendar. Full details will appear in the Summer 2006 issue. You'll also
have an opportunity to catch up with us at a number of other events such as World
Oceans Day Festival, Tramore, Co. Waterford, and Fish Ireland, Killybegs, Co.
Donegal, 29th June-1 st July. But keep a few days free for the 2nd IWDG conference,
Miol M6r II, which will be held in Dublin in September 2006. Again, full details will be
forwarded to you when known.

We'd like to thank our sponsors, as without their support we'd find it impossible to
continue our work on so many fronts. They are our ISCOPE partners (Heritage
Council, National Parks & Wildlife Service, Environment & Heritage Service Northern
Ireland, Marine Institute). Our Ship Survey Unit partners (Irish Ferries, P&O and RV
Celtic Exploref'). And Inis Cologne, Millipore BV, Marathon Oil Ireland Ltd, Failte
Ireland and Vodafone/CVI Nature Fund.

A collective thank you to all our members and supporters, as without you there
could be no IWDG. A special word of thanks to those of you who brave the elements
and spend those long hours up on the cliff tops watching, recording and reporting
sightings. It is largely through your efforts that we continue to learn about these
magnificent animals in our waters.

Any item or product advertised in IWDG
News is not necessarily approved or
recommended by IWDG unless specifically
stated.

MEMBERSHIP SUBS

Student: €12 (Sterling £10)
Unemployed: €12 (Sterling £10)
OAP: €12 (Sterling £10)
Waged: €25 (Sterling £20)
Family: €35 (Sterling £25)
Corporate: €125 (Sterling £90)
Contact the Membership Secretary

The views expressed in this newsletter are
those of the authors and not necessarily
those of IWDG News or the IWDG. Although
we try to ensure that all information
contained in this newsletter is correct, IWDG
cannot be held responsible for any problems
arising as a result of this newsletter's
contents.
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Northern bottlenose whale in Pulleen harbour, Co. Cork. Photo © Padraig Whooley

Late on the night of 17th August, exactly
one week later, I received a call from
IWDG member Patrick Lyne who lives
out in the Beara Peninsula, West Cork.
He described what sounded like another

beaked whale, which he had observed
earlier in the day in Pulleen Harbour, a
few miles west of Castletownbere. Its

length, blow type, bulbous melon and
long beak all suggested this was a
second northern bottlenose whale. But

the remarkable thing was that according
to locals this whale had been swimming
in the tiny harbour since the 14th of
August, four days earlier.

I left at first light the following day from
my West Cork home, as I'd learnt from
past experiences that it can still take
upwards of two hours to get from one
end of West Cork to another. Travelling
to incidents like this, you've plenty of
time to question your role in them. What
motivates us to drop everything and go?
Is it a response to some hidden journal
istic gene that drives us to record and
report such events? Are we just

inherently curious about nature, or are
there more base forces at play?
Perhaps we are little more than voyeurs
or "twitchers;' seeking those rare but
unfortunate vagrants who have steered
off course to a near certain destiny with
death?

On arriving at the beautiful Beara
harbour (18th Aug), it was clear this was
another northern bottlenose whale, but
unlike the earlier incident, expiring in the
filth wasn't in the script. I have to admit
to having been very wrong, as from the
outset I had been quite dogmatic that
this event was going to end in another
whale stranding and dying. But what I
found was a healthy, adult animal
swimming slowly, yet strongly, that dived
at regular intervals, and occasionally
engaged in energetic bouts of fluke
slapping and breaching.

This was surely one of the wildlife
gems of the year. We enjoyed front row
seats from our cliff top perch, which
formed a perfect natural amphitheatre.
The star of the show was generally

within 40 metres range, unless it sought
the deeper water and open space
required for breaching, and when it did,
the cameras kept clicking. It was
observed throughout the fifth day, with
no evidence that it was under any
stress, and dare I say it, but it was
beginning to look very much at home.

We returned the following day, now
day six, with wildlife film-maker and
commentator Jim Wilson. It was with

some reluctance that I invited Jim, as I'd
already wasted a day of his time some
years earlier on a wild goose chase
looking for a pilot whale that was
swimming around Glengarriff Pier. But
natural history film-making as with
whale watching is a numbers game and
Jim better than anyone understands
that you may need to endure a lot of "no
shows" before you get lucky.

But lady luck was on our side and
thankfully the whale was in the exact
same location we had last seen it the

previous evening. Only a year earlier we
were hamstrung for Irish footage of this
species for the IWDG DVD; and now we
had a healthy specimen breaching clear
out of the water right in front of us. We
spent the entire day filming and
photographing the action and contacted
the RTE Marine Correspondent, Tom
McSweeney, to see if they were
interested in running with the piece.
They were; and the story of the Pulleen
Harbour northern bottlenose whale got
prime time slots on both the 6:00 and
9:00 main evening news.

Alas, it was gone the following
morning, presumably of its own accord.
Whatever the biological, ecological or
environmental factors underpinning this
event, it was truly one that left an impact
on those fortunate enough to witness it.
Before leaving, I couldn't help but
marvel at how this event had brought
together a divergence of people from a
remote coastal community. Perhaps in
observing hardened fishermen side by
side with Buddhists admiring one of the
ocean's most enigmatic creatures, I was
getting a little closer to answering the
question I had asked myself the
previous day.

~
ALAN JONES
fNSlJUNCE IIC*lKS

Alan Jones Insurance Brokers
Is pleased to support the Irish Whale & Dolphin Group

PENSIONS. MORTGAGES. LIFE ASSURANCE • ETHICAL INVESTMENTS. LEASE-BACK PRQPERTY PURCHASE

Num-Ti-Jah, Rathdown Road, Greystones, Co. Wicklow.
Tel: 01 2877007 Mobile: 086811 5902 Email: aajones@indigo.ie
Alan Jones Insurance Brokers is a Mult~agency Intermediary regulated by the Irish Financial Services Regulatory Authority
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IRISH SCHEME FOR CETACEAN OBSERVATION AND PUBLIC EDUCATION

One headland, seven species... an update
from Ardmore Head

• Andrew Malcolm

The second six months of our
involvement in the ISCOPE Scheme
has brought to seven the number of
cetacean species spotted from our
vantage point at Ardmore Head. Even
during the "lean months" we were still
seeing other large marine life; three
basking sharks (Cetorhinus maximus)
and a couple of sunfish (Mala mala) to
be specific.

After seeing our first fin whales
(Balaenoptera physalus) of the season
on the 29th May, we anticipated
(foolishly as it turns out) a blissful period
of basking in the sun watching them all
summer long. In the event, we only saw
them once more in July and then not
again until late in September. Even now,
in mid-November, we seem to be only
picking up the occasional distant blow
and these are so sporadic and far
offshore it makes positive identification

difficult if not impossible, but hopefully
the action will start to pick up like it did
last winter.

All summer we heard reports of a pod
of bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops
truncatus) putting on spectacular
displays close to shore all around the
West Waterford/East Cork coastline. I
finally caught a glimpse of frantic
bottlenose activity in Ardmore Bay
during a watch from Ram Head and
quickly drove to the strand to watch a
group of 20 adult and juvenile dolphins
less than 1km from the shore. We
watched them for nearly three hours
travelling between one end of the bay
and the other. Each time they arrived at
the end of the bay, it seemed this was a
catalyst for a party, with frantic
breaching, tail slapping and impromptu
games of aquatic tennis as they tossed
unfortunate flatfish to one another.

Bottlenose dolphins off Ardmore Head,
Co. Waterford. Photo © Cian O'Rourke

Goodness knows for how much longer
we could have watched them, but alas,
some fishermen in a boat eventually
noticed them and chased after them,
driving them away. Obviously these
fishermen were not familiar with the
guidelines on how to behave on
encountering cetaceans.

My favourite moment of the year so
far came late in October watching a very
white-faced Risso's dolphin (Grampus
griseus) leisurely breaching some 500
metres from shore. What will the rest of
the winter bring us?

We have just completed a second major
upgrade of the website www.iwdg.ie.
The website now includes full mapping
and search facilities for stranding
records, and mapping and tabulated
watch information for all effort watch
locations.

This means that you can now find a
headland near you, click on it and bring
up all the data from that location 
including a photo, access information
and the best position to watch from that
site. A summary of number of watches
carried out, total hours watched, mean
watch duration, mean sighting rate and
a list of all species observed from the
site are presented. Monthly summaries
of the total hours watched and number
of sightings per month are presented
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graphically. Each species can be
searched for and graphed separately.
We have provided frequently requested
searches as a link such as: "map all
sightings both casual and on effort at
site". Stranding records can now be
searched for by county, species and
year.

The design and structure of the
database and website was carried out
by Padraic Moran on contract to the
IWDG and we'd like to thank him for his
massive contribution, tolerance and
numerous innovative ideas. This will
enable us to input records, both casual
sightings and strandings and effort
watches, through the website and with a
host of drop-down menus should speed
up data entry and minimise errors in

data input.
As with all big projects such as this

there will always be errors with locations
or spellings, so if you find any let us
know! The facilities and options on the
database and website probably now
exceed the contents within it and the
new challenge is to collect enough
sightings and strandings data to really
get full value from it. We think that this
initiative, developing on-line access and
search facilities as well as daily
updates, is the future of biological
recording in Ireland and we suggest it
would make a good model for other
animal and plant groups on the island.
We hope you will enjoy this new facility
and use it to explore the diversity and
occurrence of cetaceans in your area.



Dolphins in Donegal Bay
Patrick Doherty (IWDG member), who runs a charter boat the
Bundoran Star out of Bundoran, Co. Donegal, has been seeing
regular groups of 20-30 bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops
truncatus) throughout the summer months in Donegal Bay. On
Sunday the 8th of August he met up with a pod of 50+ common
dolphins (Delphinus delphis) heading east towards Creevy. By
Wednesday the 11th the number had increased to between
60 to 100 with groups of up to six approaching the boat at any
one time.

This must be one of the best sightings of common dolphin in
Donegal Bay in recent years. To submit such sightings to the
IWDG either use our online sightings form, phone 02331911,
or send us a completed hard copy sightings form. I'm only
sorry I wasn't there with him - Ed.

Shark attack on porpoise in
Strangford Lough
• Judith Hassard

Denis MacSweeny Photoshop

It began as one of many regular fishing trips for a local man
and his family in the area one mile south of Strangford
Lough, Northern Ireland, on the 23rd July 2005. Luke
Turkington then spotted a harbour porpoise (Phocoena
phocoena) floating in the water not far from his boat and
could clearly see that it had died from large wounds to its
underside. For closer inspection the porpoise was lifted
onboard, revealing that the wounds were bites roughly eight
inches in diameter

As the porpoise was still bleeding heavily a photograph
was quickly taken before the animal was returned to the
water. Luke, a former employee of Exploris Aquarium,
Portaferry, could only guess at which large marine animal
might have caused such large bite wounds; though he was
very eager to find out, particularly as he had been diving in
the same area the previous day. Luke initially reported his
find to the staff at Exploris Aquarium.

The photograph was then forwarded to Padraig Whooley
of the IWDG who, in turn, consulted with a number of
specialists in this field - including The Dolphin Action
Protection Group, South Africa, and Ralph Collier of the
Shark Research Committee. Ralph Collier helped to rule
out the possibility of this being a killer whale (Orcinus orca)
attack and suggested the most likely culprit would be from
either the Isurus (Mako sp.) or Lamna group of sharks (one
of which is the Porbeagle).

A recent survey carried out on marine mammal and shark
activity in Strangford Lough confirmed that a Porbeagle
shark (Lamna nasus) had been sighted in the mouth of
Strangford Lough within two weeks of the porpoise being
found. These sightings together with Ralph Collier's
information lead us to believe that the porpoise was
attacked and killed by a Porbeagle not long before the
fishing party arrived in the area.

IWDG Events •••••cont'd

Me~hllnls QUllIYs.c.
Cork
Phone: 021-4278691

Phone: 021-4274812

~3 Marlboro Street
Cork
Phone: 021-4272546

Phone: 021-4274812~denis-i-pF-, I·*·:i.·'''N~
shop

We Stock a full range of Binoculars,
Telescopes, Tripods and

Digital SLR Cameras

Telescopes/Bin ocula rslTrip ods
Carl Zeiss
Nikon
Manfrotto
Giotto

Common dolphins. Photo © Patrick O'Flaherty

Digital SLR Cameras
Canon
Nikon

Full range of professional
lenses new and second hand

www.denismacsweeny.com

IIINikon canon ~~ anfrotto

21 - 23 July
IWDG Whale Watching Weekend Course
Rathlin Island, Co. Antrim

Contact: ian.enlander@doenLgov.uk

6 August
Whale Watch Ireland 2006
Various headlands around Irish Coast

Contact: padraig.whooley@iwdg.ie

13 August
Marine Day
Portrush Countryside Centre, Portrush, Co. Antrim
Events include whale and dolphin watch. 12-6pm.
Tel 028 (048 from Republic) 70823600 for details.

18-20 August

IWDG Whale Watching Weekend Course
Cape Clear, Co. Cork

Contact: padraig.whooley@iwdg.ie



IWoo members win INJ award

Congratulations to Conor Ryan (below, right)
and Peter Wilson (left) who were recently
awarded the first Irish Naturalists' Journal (INJ)
award for an outstanding contribution to Irish
natural history. This was for their paper
'Observations on the behaviour of a pod of
killer whales Orcin us orca L. that visited Cork
Harbour in 2001' which was published in the
Irish Naturalists' Journal Volume 27 NO.5, 2003.

IWDG elected to North
West Waters Regional
Advisory Council
(NWWRAC)

On 30th September 2005 the IWDG
was elected to the Executive Council of

the North West Waters Regional
Advisory Council (NWWRAC). The
NWWRAC is a stakeholder body
involving members of the fishing
industry and environmental/consumer
groups. The purpose of the council is to
provide stakeholders' advice to the EU
Fisheries Council, the EU Commission,
the Council of Ministers and member
states.

The IWDG was invited to participate
in the NWWRAC and accepted the
invitation in recognition of the important
job of work to be done by the NWWRAC
and to avail of an important opportunity
to work together with the fishing industry
to achieve truly sustainable fisheries
management in EU waters.

During its term on the Executive the
IWDG will be promoting sustainable,
ecosystem-based management of EU
fish stocks and working with the fishing
industry to help reduce the impacts of
fisheries on cetaceans in EU waters

(including the implementation of EU
Regulations on small cetacean
bycatch).

Marine Notice on
Whalewatching

Following consultation with the IWDG
and National Parks and Wildlife Service

(NPWS) (see Issue 27), the Department
of Communications, Marine and Natural
Resources (DoCMNR) issued a Marine
Notice on 14 June 2005. Guidelines for
Correct Procedures When Encount·
ering Whales And Dolphins In Irish
Coastal Waters (Notice 15 of 2005)
applies to all operators/skippers of
passenger boats, angling boats, fishing
boats and recreational craft and is

empowered under current legislation SI
94 of 1997 Natural Habitat Regulations.

The Notice implements most of the
recommendations presented in the
IWDG Policy document on Whale
watching. We congratulate the
DoCMNR and NPWS for their action. A

full copy of the Notice is available at:
http://www.iwdg.ie/articles.asp?art=142
5&search=marine%20notice.

IWDG joins ERG

The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group has
recently jOined the Northern Ireland
Environmental Recorders Group. The
group is facilitated by the Centre for

Environmental Data a'nd Recording
(CEDaR), which provides a forum for
those involved in biological recording to
meet and discuss current recording
projects.

The group comprises 40 statutory and
voluntary organisations, local societies
and individuals. By joining the group the
IWDG hopes to benefit from the
experience of other recorders and
perhaps persuade some existing
members to add cetaceans to their list

of recording interests.

Grey seal moves between
Cornwall and Ireland

Whilst out surveying for whales and
dolphins off the south coast on 24th
June 2005, Padraig Whooley and Colin
Barnes observed a young grey seal
(Halichoerus grypus) at High Island
about a mile east of Castletownshend.
What drew their attention to the animal

was that it was sporting a yellow
"bonnet" type hat tag with the number
56 clearly visible.

On his return, Padraig contacted the
National Seal Sanctuary in Cornwall,
who confirmed the seal was tagged by
them. He is called "Wiske" and was

rescued by local staff and members of
British Divers Marine Life Rescue on

January 26th this year from Porthtowan
on the north Cornish coast, and was
released at Gwithian, near Hayle, also
on the north coast on May 20th. This
sighting was their first confirmed link of
seal movement between Cornwall and
Ireland.
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Ireland's Coastline - Exploring

its Nature and Heritage

By Richard Nairn
The Collins Press
ISBN 1903464501

IRElAND'S

COASTLI NE A comprehensive
....••..•..•....•..•..•..." and very beautifully

illustrated book on
every aspect of

Ireland's coastline, from the animals,
plants and habitats that live there to the
humans who have settled there and
made their living from it.

The author (a long-time IWDG
member) has carried out an excellent
review of both the development of
interest in whales and dolphins around
the Irish coast, the IWDG sighting and
stranding schemes, and increased
scientific research in our offshore

For most people, seeing a leatherback
turtle (Dermochelys coriaceae) in Irish
waters would be like seeing a rhino in
Killarney National Park. Leatherbacks
belong in the tropics, along with coral
reefs and plenty of sun. Or do they?

A quick look at the Marine
Environmental Monitoring Records for
the United Kingdom and Ireland
(www.strandings.com/Wales.html)
shows that leatherback turtles have
been sighted in these waters every
year for the past fifty years. This is not
a coincidence. In fact, leatherbacks
are a part of our natural heritage and
have probably been coming here for
thousands of years!

In April 2003, the INTERREG Irish
Sea Leatherback Turtle Project was set
up (www.turtle.ie) as a collaboration
between the University of Wales
Swansea and University College Cork.
Its aim is to understand the foraging
behaviour of leatherback turtles in the
northeast Atlantic by focusing on the
Irish Sea, a known hotspot for
leatherbacks.

Leatherbacks are the largest of the
seven species of sea turtle. The largest
leatherback ever recorded washed up
in North Wales in 1989 and measured
2.91m from head to tail, and weighed
916kg. Unlike other sea turtles,
leatherbacks are perfectly at home in
these waters but females must return
to the warm tropical/sub-tropical
beaches every two to three years to
nest (warm sand is required for the
eggs to develop). Recent research
shows that, after nesting, the majority
of females head north from the tropics,

waters. For those interested in the wider
marine environment, Ireland's Coastline
provides information on a wide range of
topics from amenity destinations for
activities such as surfing, angling and
sailing, to issues such as global
warming and coastal zone
management. A blend of historic
pictures combined with more recent
technologies such as stunning
underwater photography and digital
photographs add to the coffee-table
appeal of this attractive and keenly
priced book.

ByJuanitaBrowne
BrowneBooks
ISBN 0-9550594-0-2

cutting straight across the Gulf Stream.
From there, many head towards Nova
Scotia/Newfoundland while others
travel northeast in the direction of
Ireland. This northerly movement of
leatherbacks is associated with the
turtles moving from a nesting area
where food is scarce, to distant areas
where food is more abundant.
Amazingly, their food consists of
jellyfish and other gelatinous animals.
Currently, the Irish Sea Leatherback
Turtle Project is also mapping the distri
bution, abundance and seasonality of
jellyfish in the Irish Sea. Integral to this
is the involvement of observers across
the whole study area who carry out
regular beach surveys looking for
stranded jellyfish.

At the end of August 2005, we
successfully deployed a satellite
transmitter (satellite relay data logger or
SRDL) on a female leatherback turtle
off the southwest coast of Ireland. This
was the first time that such a tag had
been fitted on a leatherback in Europe!
This achievement was only possible
through a strong collaboration with the
local fishermen and the staff from
Dingle Oceanworld Aquarium. Since
then, we have received more than a
1,200 individual dive profiles, which will
allow us to interpret her diving
behaviour. We have also received
temperature profiles of the waters she
was swimming in, which will help us to
picture her environment and what she
was feeding on. At the time of press,
she was located some 100km off the
coast of MauritaniaiWestern Sahara
and is making steady progress.

So, where might one see leatherback
turtles in Ireland? On average only 10

ManyofyouwillbefamiliarwithJuanita'swork
from her previousincarnationas one of two
editorsof Wild Irelandmagazine.Ireland's
Mammalscombinesfactuallyaccuratetext
and strongimagesto producea bookthatis
both attractiveenoughto make it a coffee
tablebook,andinformativeenoughto makeit
an invaluableresource,especiallyfor the
youngerreader.

Withoutsoundingoverlyparochial,myone
criticismis the fact that over 47% of our
mammalianfaunaare marine(24cetaceans
and two pinnipedspecies)and this I felt
shouldbereflectedinthespacegivenoverto
them;alas,the marinemammalswere only
allocated21% of the relevantpagespace.

Therealsoseemsto be a few batspecies
missing off the list. But the terrestrial
mammalsarecomprehensivelycoveredina
most clear manner.This book will make a
wonderful addition to any natural history
library.

turtles are sighted each year. However,
this year IWDG members and others
reported 13 of the 27 sightings of
leatherbacks and one stranding from
around our coasts, so you just never
know. One thing is certain; leatherbacks
are a part of our natural heritage and
will continue to return to our shores
each summer to feast on our abundant
jellyfish!

Acknowledgments
The success of this project is a result of
a volunteer network (including IWDG
members) that continues to report
jellyfish and turtle sightings. For more
information regarding this project please
visit our website www.turtle.ie and, of
course, anyone interested in helping out
please contact us!
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however came back to say that it was
probably a Cuvier's beaked whale
(Ziphius cavirostris). A quick search in
Google Images and I had pictures from
strandings elsewhere of both species.
These pictures gave a better represen
tation than the illustration in the field

guide. It was now clear to me that it was
indeed a Cuvier's. Whilst disappointing
that our original identification was
wrong, it was however equally rare.
Tissue samples have been taken and
more may be learnt from this in due
course. This was the first dead whale
that we have ever come across and it is

fascinating how much we both learnt
from it.

Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises. We
were relatively confident from the illus
trations that this was a northern

bottlenose whale (Hyperodon
ampullatus). A quick look in Cabot's
Ireland book brought to our attention
that this animal had never stranded on
the northwest coast and that there had

only been 20 strandings of this animal in
Ireland since the 1900s. It was as rare

as any bird that we could have expected
to see. Remarkably, our families had
seen an item on RTE News that evening
about the two northern bottlenose

whales in Cork, so surely we had
another piece of an evolving jigsaw?

On arrival back in Belfast the following
night, I downloaded the photographs
and sent a few to Padraig Whooley. He

• Wilton Farrelly

On the 20th August, I was birding
Rinmore Point at Fanad Head with
Martin Garner. To the west of the Fish

Factory and at a distance, we noticed a
dead 'dolphin' which was lodged in
some rocks. As we walked closer, we
realised that this was much bigger thail
a dolphin, but what was it?

On arrival at the carcass, we noticed it
had a beak (like a dolphin) and a
bulbous forehead. Overall the carcass

was about 20 feet in length - however, it
was in a relatively advanced state of
decomposition, with blood in the water
and some ribs showing. No teeth were
visible but parts of the body were very
pale or blackened with decay.

We headed back to our house where

I had a copy of Dorling Kindersley's

Cuvier's beaked whale
strands at Fanad,
Co. Donegal

Porpoise released from Lough Foyle salmon nets

• Peter White

"I was drift-netting salmon on Monday
25th July when I saw a group of at least
20 dolphins off Magilligan Point in
Lough Foyle. I'm not sure which species
they were. All I could see was their grey
flanks. They were schooling fish (most
likely mackerel in that area). As they
were feeding and not jumping clear of
the water it wasn't possible to see any
stripes on their side. I presume they
were either common or bottlenose

dolphins. On the same day, we got a

8 IWDG NCJVs WINTER 2005

baby porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) in
the net and we managed to release it
alive - it wasn't much longer than a
salmon.

'Two seals and an adult porpoise
swimming around the young porpoise
alerted us to its presence. I drift-net for
salmon in a 20-foot punt, taking the net
in by hand only, and an advantage of
this small-scale fishing is that you can
get to stranded cetaceans in good time
- this certainly isn't the case with large
scale drift-netting."

IWDG receive VODAFONE funding
The Irish Whale & Dolphin Group recently received funding
for their Fin & Humpback Whale Photo 10 Project from the
Vodafone & Conservation Volunteers Ireland Nature Fund.

This is a unique project that aims to photograph and
identify whales in Irish coastal waters. As many whale pop
ulations remain endangered, the information gathered will
enhance current knowledge regarding the environmental
factors that attract whales to the Irish coast. This is of both

national and international importance as the information is
cross-referenced with other similar groups in Europe and
North America.

Left: Vincent Murphy and Padraig Whooley of IWDG receive
the VODAFONE conservation award from Mairead
McGuinness MEP.



Pygmy sperm whale strands in Ballyheigue
• Mick O'Connell

On 22nd November 2005 a stranded

whale was discovered by CHona
McGuire and her three children near

Ballyheigue, Co. Kerry. The whale was
photographed by Sinead Hussey and
reported to Dingle Aquarium. Initial
reports suggested the animal was a
pilot whale (G/obicepha/a me/as), but
when the photographs were seen by
Simon Berrow on the 30th, he realised
straight away that the animal was, in
fact, a very fresh specimen of a pygmy
sperm whale (Kogia breviceps). This is
only the sixth recorded stranding of this
cetacean in Ireland and it has never
been seen alive in Irish waters.

An attempt was made that evening to
see if a recovery of the animal was
feasible and we eventually managed to
contact the Hussey family. Unfortunately
the whale was no longer on the beach
and that looked like being the end to the
story. The following day, however,
Michael Hussey rang to say that the
animal had been buried by Kerry County
Council on the previous Saturday but
that local council worker Flor Casey
thought he could pinpoint its location.
Following consultation with Simon, it

was decided that the whale was rare

enough to justify searching for the
carcass. While it would probably have
been too decomposed for post mortem,
something could have been learned
from examination of the stomach

contents and it was also hoped to clean
and reconstruct the skeleton.

We attempted to find the carcass on
2nd December and travelled to

Ballyheigue, where we met up with the
Hussey family, Flor Casey, Tom O'Shea
and Eamon Long of Kerry County
Council (who provided a JCB) and, with
a rapidly incoming spring tide, began
digging. It soon became apparent that
the area which we would need to search

was becoming so big that nothing short
of a miracle would enable us to find the

animal, although there was a brief burst
of excitement at a bad smell which
turned out to be the remains of a seal

(probably!). The difficulty in identifying
the exact burial site was down to the
lack of features on the beach and the
fact that Flor and Eamon never

expected to be asked to dig the whale
up again! With fading light and lapping
waves we decided to give up and

thought that would be the end of the
story. You can therefore imagine my
surprise to receive a phone call from
Sinead Hussey on 3rd December to say
that the whale had emerged from its
grave and was once again lying on the
beach. We were on the road in double

quick time, arriving in Ballyheigue for
17:00 where Sinead and her husband,
Bradley, had dragged the carcass above
the high-tide level (at great risk, not only
to their backs, but also to their 4x4 which

had to be temporarily abandoned!). With
their help, it was fairly straightforward to
get the animal into our car trailer.

What followed then was a mad dash

for the last ferry to Clare, which we
reached with minutes to spare. On 4th
December, the whale was post
mortemed with samples taken of skin,
stomach, kidneys, liver and parasites, all
of which will help us learn more about
these elusive animals - the more we

know about them, the better we can
assist in their conservation. It is now

hoped to preserve the skeleton which
will be used for educational purposes.
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A study of small cetaceans in
Galway Bay and North Connemara

• If you have information that you think would
be relevant to this project, or have any other
queries, please contact me at the Dept of Life
Sciences, Galway-Mayo Institute of
Technology, Galway on 091-742481.

cetaceans outside survey routes and
are most suitable for recording species
that might only be occasionally present
in an area. Members of the public as
well as ferry crew, anglers, fishermen,
dive boats, fish farms, birdwatchers and
surfers around Galway Bay and North
Connemara regularly record and submit
sightings to either the IWDG or myself.

Photo identification is used in

an attempt to identify individual
bottlenose dolphins. At the
secondary site in North
Connemara, quantified effort
watches are carried out from

each of five sites on a monthly
basis, and dedicated transects
will commence in May 2006.
We are now beginning to use
acoustic techniques for Bottlenosedolphins.Photo© SimonBerrow
monitoring within the study area
through the deployment of T-PODs (see
page 11). Four T-PODs will be deployed
at fish farms around the study sites from
November 2005 until improved weather
conditions in the spring facilitate the
mooring of these devices in areas of
high encounter rates.

Most sightings so far have been off
Black Head, Fanore and Spiddal in
Galway Bay and Clare Island in North
Connemara. Casual sightings have
been solicited throughout the primary
and secondary sites as they provide
information on the occurrence of

• Joanne O'Brien

In March 2005, I started a research MSc
at GMIT on small cetaceans in Galway
Bay and North Connemara. The project
is funded by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service and is designed to meet
the requirements for designation,
monitoring and maintenance of
cetacean populations within Galway
Bay and North Connemara and to
facilitate site designation in compliance
with the EU Habitats Directive for

harbour porpoises (Phocoena
phocoena) and bottlenose dolphins
(Tursiops truncatus), both of which are
listed on Annex II of the Directive.

The methodology is designed to
determine the absolute and relative
abundance and seasonal distribution of

small cetaceans in the study area.
Fieldwork consists of a combination of
dedicated constant effort shore-based

watches (six sites), dedicated boat
transects (within Galway Bay) and the
use of ships of opportunity (ShOPs)
between Galway docks and the Aran
Islands

10 IWDG News WINTER 2005



Dublin Bay porpoises

• Dr. Ruth Leeny Harbour porpoise in Dun Laoghaire harbour. Photo © Gareth Craig

Harbour porpoises (Phocoena
phocoena) are regularly sighted in
Dublin Bay and our knowledge of this
diminutive species in the Irish Sea is
improving through IWDG ferry surveys
(see page 13), constant effort watches
and other research such as the SCANS

II survey which was carried out this
summer.

In April and May 2005, Gareth Craig
carried out some baseline studies

looking at short-term patterns in
porpoise habitat use at two sites in
Dublin Bay (Scotsman's Bay, Dun
Laoghaire and Howth Head), as part of
his Masters in Applied Science at UCD.
Visual surveys from land at both sites
were coupled with the use of a T-POD in
Dun Laoghaire. The T-POD is a self
contained submersible computer and
hydrophone which recognises and logs
echolocation clicks from porpoises and
dolphins. The study revealed some
interesting results in relation to patterns
of habitat use by harbour porpoises.
Porpoises were recorded during three

out of 25 surveys at Dun Laoghaire, and
eight surveys out of 29 at Howth, with a
maximum of three individuals observed

per scan.
Unfortunately, this project required

the fieldwork to be completed before the
end of May, which is before the peak of
porpoise sightings in Dublin Bay during
August and September (as evidenced
by IWDG sightings data), and hence
sightings were low. The T-POD,
however, provided a wealth of
information on porpoise use at the Dun
Laoghaire site, with a significantly
greater proportion of time spent in the
area during spring tides versus neaps,
and greater activity during the night as
opposed to during the day. This may be
due to disturbance from daytime boat
traffic.

The data from this project, combined
with IWDG sightings data, has shown
that the Dun Laoghaire harbour area is
regularly used by at least a small
number of porpoises throughout the
year. This knowledge proved to be

timely in light of the proposed
redevelopment of the Dun Laoghaire
Baths, which will involve considerable

construction activities along the
seafront in the vicinity of Scotsman's
Bay. Our study highlights the need for
an Environmental Impact Assessment
to take into consideration the potential
disturbance effects of proposed
developments in and around
Scotsman's Bay on the porpoises,
which are listed under Annex II and
Annex IV of the EU Habitats Directive.

These may include additional sources of
acoustic disturbance, habitat loss and
perhaps large volumes of boat traffic in
a very localised area. The potential of
such impacts to disturb porpoises in this
area should be assessed, and
mitigation measures taken, in order to
ensure that Dublin Bay, and in particular
Scotsman's Bay, continues to be a
habitat for these under-appreciated,
unique cetaceans.
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Busy summer for IWDG in Northern Ireland • Louise McAlavey

The IWDG has had a great summer in
Northern Ireland and would like to thank

everyone who turned out to the various
events at which IWDG was present or
hosted. Belfast Zoo's Native Biodiversity
Week in July provided an opportunity to
meet around 500 people and answer the
many and varied questions on whales
and dolphins in Northern Ireland and
beyond. The biggest surprise to most
people was the short distance they need
to travel from Belfast in order to enjoy

Northern Ireland's amazing cetacean
life. The Family Learning Weekend at
Portrush in September provided those
that attended on the Sunday great views
of harbour porpoise (Phocoena
phocoena) from the Countryside Centre.

Although those that came along on
the Saturday were not so lucky they had
the opportunity to see the impressive
ISCOPE display and do some dolphin
based crafts. Whale Watch Ireland

2005 in July saw three events in

Northern Ireland at Portrush, Whitehead
and Bloody Bridge. Everyone who
attended Bloody Bridge was treated to
good views of harbour porpoise, which
for many was their first cetacean
encounter.

Whether you live in Northern Ireland
or plan to visit during 2006, look out for
events where you can meet IWDG
representatives and get tips for
searching for cetaceans in Northern
Irish waters.

Dolphin & Nature

Boat Trips

at the
Mouth
of the

Shannon
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Figures 1-4. Seasonal distribution of
common dolphins in the Irish Sea.
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The IWDG is pleased to announce the first Northern Irish
route in the IWDG Ships Survey programme. The new
route began on the 10th December and is courtesy of P&O
who have permitted two IWDG surveyors passage on their
super ferries the European Causeway and European
Highlander between Lame in Northern Ireland and
Cairnryan in Scotland. The IWDG team will travel out and
back one Saturday each month, spending a total of 210
minutes observing from the ferry bridge. Watch out for our
first report of species and numbers in the next edition of
IWDG News. Contact Louise McAlavey if you would like to
join the survey team.

New Ships Survey route - a first for N. Ireland

The Ship Surveys
are supported by

Irish Ferries
and

The Marine
Institute

year review in a future publication and
on the website. We are also in the

process of bringing the Ship Surveys
website up to date with the addition of
real-time survey reports and additional
reports from our Celtic Explorer
surveys.

In 2005, we completed two surveys
on the Celtic Explorer, thanks to the
Marine Institute. During August, we
surveyed an area off the southwest
coast during the last leg of the 2005
Seabed Survey, and in October we
joined the 2005 Herring Acoustic
Survey off the south coast. Reports will
be on the website shortly.

Finally, we had a note published in the
Irish Naturalists' Journal and a paper
accepted for publication in Biology and
Environment; both publications
stemmed out of last years Seabed
survey. Talks on the 2004 Celtic
Explorer survey results were delivered
at the ENVIRON 2005 conference in Sligo
and at the National Seabed Survey
Seminar in Cork. We will be present at
the European Cetacean Society
conference in Poland in April 2006 to
deliver a poster on the results from the
2004 Seabed Survey.

marine Institute
F.,., •• M.,.

MArine bu,iJ.a. GalwayTechnologyPuk Parkmore Galway
u/eph4n. 3539\ 730 400 jiu:sim;u 35391 730 470 """jJ institute.mailltmarineie

www.marine.ie

One of the most noticeable changes
since the last issue is that the ShOps
Surveys Unit has changed its name to
the less confusing Ship Surveys Unit.

On the Ferry Surveys front, we've had
another good year on the Irish Sea, with
Irish Ferries continuing support. The
highlight of the summer may have been
the sighting of a super group of 3,000+
common dolphins (Delphinus delphis)
while travelling the Rosslare-Pembroke
route on the Isle of Inishmore, as
reported in Issue 27. It's been a good
year for minke whales (Balaenoptera
acutorostrata) on the Dublin-Holyhead
route with regular sightings during the
summer. We now have monthly
coverage of the whole Irish Sea and this
will help hugely with the identification of
seasonal trends in cetacean distribution
and relative abundance.

We will start the New Year with an

extensive review of our ferry surveys to
see what the data is telling us about
cetacean distribution and relative

abundance. Having already analysed
most of the common dolphin data, the
strength of seasonal trends in
distribution is evident (see figures 1-4).
We hope to present the completed four-

WINTER 2005 IWDG News 13

-



c
Q)

;ij
o
Q)cc
'"o

....,

©

I- IIII I

This is a species we'd never have attempted to
profile, simply because none of us had ever
seen one in the wild up until recently, and given
their preference for deep water (>1,OOOm)you
are unlikely to come across this member of the
'beaked whale' family (Ziphiidae) while whale
watching in Irish waters. Therefore, in the
absence of detailed field notes or sketches, you
may need to produce photographic or video
footage to confirm species identification.

A quick glance at the sightings data on
www.iwdg.ie shows only five validated
sightings of this rarely seen species. Of interest
is the fact that all five are from Bantry Bay or
Cape Clear, Co. Cork, in late summer. Their
dorsal fin is situated two-thirds down the back
and is slightly falcate or triangular shaped.
When seen from behind or at a distance they
may be confused with Minke whales, due to
their shape, dorsal fin and similar body length.
Unlike Minkes, however, they tend to be
gregarious and will travel in small groups of 4
10.

They may be curious and have been known
to approach slow-moving or stationary boats; a
trait which may have left them vulnerable to
whaling. Another feature which sets them
apart from Minke whales is that their blow will
show quite well in calm conditions as a 1-2m
bushy blow, which may shoot forward, as
against vertically.

In common with all beaked whales there is an
absence of a caudal notch on the tail-flukes.
But this is not useful unless you see it f1uking,
or lifting its tail out of the water, which may
occur before bouts of breaching. Their colour
isn't the usual dark grey of larger whales, but is
lighter and may appear brown. Their most
prominent feature is their large bulbous head.
The bottle·like beak is moderately long, and if
you are close enough to an adult male you may
observe 2·4 ruptured teeth at the tip of the
lower jaw.

1n·!Jj{llI3iil • •

Source: Berrow, S.D. and O'Brien,
J. (in press). Scoliosis in bottlenose
dolphins Tursiops truncatus
(Montagu) in Ireland and Britain.
Irish Naturalists' Journal.

On 12th December 2005 IWDG were conducting photo-identification
fieldwork on fin whales just a few miles southwest of Galley Head, West
Cork. During the day, between 4-6 were observed very close inshore. While
these whales were being observed off their usual West Cork haunts, they
were also present off several other locations along the Irish south coast.

Among these were Hook Head (east side), Co. Wexford, where
fishermen saw them feeding on huge shoals of sprat which had arrived in
the estuary. Moving west, at 14:00, Micheal Power reported at least one
very large whale, whose description fitted that of a fin whale, blowing less
than a mile out from Annestown, Tramore, Co. Waterford. An effort watch
by Conor Ryan off Ballycotton, east Cork, produced at least two fin whales
at 13:00 while an IWDG team were watching between 4-6 fin whales in the
Galley Head area.

Given that on the previous day, Sunday 11th Dee, several fin whales were
seen blowing off Sherkin Island, further west again, it is unlikely that these
reports are exhaustive, as not everyone who sees a whale blowing out at
sea will know to report the sighting to IWDG. But it's great to get so many
reports of this species, the second largest animal on Earth, so close
inshore, and from so many locations along one stretch of coastline. Your
cetacean sightings can be reported directly on line via the website's
sighting section, or by emailing sightings@iwdg.ie or phoning 023-31911.

Scoliosis in bottlenose dolphins
• Simon Berrow

Four locations, one day ... many fin
whales reported

There is always a fascination with "unusual" or
"freaky" animals. The idea of a "deformed" or
"malformed" dolphin creates the same interest.
A malformed dolphin (locally called Fechin)
filmed in the Shannon estuary in August 2002
exhibited a badly deformed spine which was
bent upwards and to the left, immediately
behind its dorsal fin. A number of deep creases could be seen, demonstrating
how deep the malformity was. It was estimated to be less than 2.5m in length
(and was pale in colour, suggesting it was a juvenile (<2 years of age) and
still dependent on its mother for nutrition). This dolphin has not been reported
since September 2002 so it is not known if it survived but is likely to have died
following weaning.

On 29 June 2005 a bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) with a spinal
deformity was observed and photographed off English Rock, on the north
shore of Galway Bay, by Joanne O'Brien. It was observed in a group of
between 10-12 adults and was only marginally smaller than the others
present, thus it is likely to be an immature or small adult. The dolphin had a
very pronounced hump behind its dorsal fin and did not appear to have any
difficulties swimming or keeping up with the group. Sightings of a malformed
dolphin in Mannin Bay in Connemara by Saul Joyce are likely to be the same
animal.

There are unpublished reports of malformed bottlenose dolphins from Co.
Galway in the vicinity of Killary harbour and some records from Scotland and

England. Although more of a
"conversation" than a "conserv

ation" interest, reporting these
malformed dolphins might give
us some insights into the
movements of bottlenose

dolphins around the Irish coast
and maybe even further afield.
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• IWDG contacts around the coast
The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group has a network of contacts who will visit stranded animals
and collect records of those sighted at sea. If you find a whale, dolphin or porpoise washed
up, or observe one at sea or from the shore, please tell your nearest contact person.

-
The Irish Whale und DOlphin Group

Map inset: common dolphin

© Padraig Whooley

Yes, I would like to join the Irish Whale & Dolphin Group
Please complete and post (with appropriate fee) to: Mick O'Connell, IWDG, Coolcummisk, Beaufort, Killarney, Co. Kerry, Ireland

Iwaged €25 / Stg £20 c:=J IFamilY €35 / Stg £25 c:=J IStudent! OAP / Unwaged €12 / Stg £10 0 Icorporate €125 / Stg £90 c:=J
First name: Family name:

Address:

Phone No(s):

E-Mail:

OR please deduct from my VISA / MASTERCARD / LASER / AMEX card the above sum. (Please state cardholder's address if different from above)

DODD DODD DODD DODD Expires CJD
Icardholder's signature: Ilcardhoider's name:

IAddress:



HERITAGE WEEK 2006
AUGUST 26TH - SEPTEMBER 3RD

The Heritage Council is delighted to be coordinating

Heritage Week in 2006, a week-long celebration of who we are

and where we've come from. Each year, national and local com

munity organisations participate by organising events around the

country. There is something to appeal to everyone and the aim is

to create awareness of our built, natural and cultural heritage.

Everyone is encouraged to get involved and activities range from

guided tours and lectures to music recitals, historical

re-enactments, art exhibitions and craft demonstrations.

www.heritageweek.ie • Callsave 1850 200 878 • email: events@heritagecouncil.com
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