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THE ROLE OF THE
IRISH WHALE & DOLPHIN

GROUP

The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group
has been running for three years. In
1990, at a meeting organised by
Brendan Price to propose that Ireland
declare its waters a whale and dolphin
sanctuary, it became apparent that little
was known about cetaceans (whales,
dolphins and porpoises) in Irish
waters. It was agreed that good
scientific data on species diversity,
abundance and distribution of
cetaceans in Irish waters was essential
for their conservation. Although a
number of people around the Irish
coast had been recording cetaceans in
their area for many years, systematic
"recording around the whole Irish coast
was neccessary due to the large ranges
and movements of these animals. It
was decided to establish a group to
initiate and co-ordinate a cetacean
stranding and sighting scheme. The
Irish Whale and Dolphin Group was
thus established, dedicated to the

study and conservation of cet~ceans ~n
Irish waters. By collecting thIS
essential information the IWDG can
provide advice and support to
government depa.rtments,
environmental groups and mdustry on
the conservation of cetaceans in Irish
waters.

What has happened since the group
was established? Initially the group
made two proposals i) to declare Irish
waters a whale & dolphin sanctuary
and ii) to appoint a marine biologist,
with responsibility for cetaceans, to
the National Parks and Wildlife
Service. Ireland was declared a
whale and dolphin sanctuary in June,
1991 but no marine biologist has
been appointed .

The group has established a network
of regional contacts around the
coast who are prepared to visit
stranded cetaceans and collect records
of those sighted in Irish waters.
Many of these contacts were already
collecting this information prior to the
IWDG but now recording has been
standardised and extended to new
areas. Stranding records are
published annually in th.e Irish
Naturalists' Journal ensunng the
IWDG maintains a high scientific
standard. Sighting records are
maintained on a database in
conjunction with the Seawatch
Foundation in Britain who co
ordinate a similar sighting scheme.

The IWDG also aims to facilitate
anybody who wishes to work on or
enjoy cetaceans. Already the group
has conducted whale and dolphin
surveys in the Shannon estuary and
off the Mayo coast (see inside),
produced a Discussion Document on
the implications of the sa!1ctuary
declaration and recently appomted an
education officer. All these projects
have received specific funding to
enable them to be carried out.

The IWDG is different to many
groups for a number of reasons. It
has a strong scientific bias to all its
activitie. There is no membership fee
as the group's activities are funde~ ~y
donations or grants for speCIfIc
projects. This means that the group
must keep its administration costs
down. To formalise the group and aid
funding applications the group is
applying for charitable status and must
adopt a constitution (see inside).
However this will not change the
group's role.

There is still plenty that can be
done but the group will only be as
active as the people involved in it.

NAMARA EA WEEK, 25-27th dober, 'TALKIN
See inside for details
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Talks on whales & dolphins Wexford Whale No. 1 ...

Conamara Sea Week 1993

Brendan Price was one of the IWDG's founder
members and is one of the most active members
of the group. He is acting as Education Officer
for the IWDG with funding from the European
Commission. He is now available to give talks
about whales and dolphins to any interested
groups on behalf of the IWDG. He has already
given talks to a variety of groups including
schools, prisons, and womens groups. Contact
him if you would like him to give a talk (the
only cost involved is to cover his expenses).
You can contact him at the following address:

Brendan Price,
'Clochan',

Tobergregan,
Garristown,

Co. Dublin. Tel: 01-354370

Meanwhile the Irish Skipper (October 1993)
reports on a few red faces on the beach at
Ballyhealy, Co. Wexford recently (and you can
be sure it wasn't the weather!) when a Viking
ship unearthed by a JCB turned out to be a
whale. Work was progressing on the fish farm
at Ballyhealy when the JCB driver turned up
what he thought were the ribs of a buried ship.
All the the experts were called in and there was
tremendous excitement until a local farmer
leaned over and told the assembled experts that
the 'Viking ship' was a whale beached in 1941.
A local doctor remembers inspecting the whale
at the time of the stranding. He discovered it
was a baleen whale with shrapnel in its neck.
At that time the local reckoned it had been
wounded by a mine and had come ashore as a
result. "the Viking hunters, if they look closely,
may find shrapnel on the left lower floorboards
of their Y' ....:agship", said the Doctor.

and Whale No.2

There have been two recent sightings of beached
whales in Wexford. One was seen swimming
off Kilmore Quay on Sunday 25th September,
but stranded later that day on a nearby beach.
She was a 36'4" sperm whale. Local IWDG
co-ordinator, Jim Hurley and Dominic Berridge
measured the animal and reported that the
inevitable crowds of souvenir hunters turned up
to try to hack the teeth out. Someone eventually
managed to chain-saw the jaw off during
Sunday night. On the Monday local fisherman
towed the whale out to a small island off the
Saltees. Scientists from DCC are now hoping
to make an expedition out to the whale to take
tissue samples. Local fisherman had reported
huge numbers of squid in the area, which was
probably while the whale was in the area since
squid are the principal diet of sperm whales.
One of the aims of the post mortem is to
examine the stomach contents. Imagine the
looks of disbelief when you try and hire a chain
saw to do a post mortem on a whale.

urgamsatlOns of mterest:
There are other groups apart from the IWDG who are
interested in whales, dolphins and porpoise in Ireland.
These organisations are listed below. All groups have a
membership subscription and anybody interested in them
is encouraged to write to the address below:

Irish Wildlife Federation, 132a East Wall Road,
Dublin 3. Tel. 01-366821

Mammal Society, Dept of Zoology, University of
Bristol, Woodland Road, Bristol, BS8 lUG

European Cetacean Society, c/o Genevieve Desportes,
Kanalvei 114, DK-5000 Odense C, Denmark.
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For the 3rd year running the IWDG are involved
with the Conamara Sea Week organised by the
Conamara Environmental Education Centre,
Letterfrack, Co. Galway. The theme of the
week is "Whales and Dolphins and the Sea
around us" and the week concludes with a
"Talking Whales" conference from 25-27th
October.

The organiser, Leo Hallisey, describes the
conference thus: "The wonderful world of
whales and dolphins and the magic and mystery
of these great creatures of the deep will be
explored. The conference will also zone in on
'man the polluter' and his best attempts to
destroy their habitat. The conference will have
the usual mix of scientists, poets, philosophers
& musicians. The weekend will also include a
number of field trips".

Dr Jonathon Gordon from IFAW will immerse
us in the acoustic world of the Sperm whale and
present results from the whale and dolphin
survey carried out off County Mayo this
summer (see article on the survey in this
newsletter).

If you have never been to one of Leo's sea
weeks make sure you go this year - its an
experience not be missed. If you have been to
one before see you there!

Conference fee is £30. Contact: CEEC, Letterfrack, Co.
Galway. Tel: 095-41043/43443 Fax: 095-41112



Whale and Dolphin Sanctuary:
Discussion Document Available

The Irish government's whale and dolphin
sanctuary declaration on 7th June, 1991 was
greeted with a mixture of celebration and
confusion, with reservations being expressed as
to the implications of the declaration.

The IWDG, who originally proposed the
sanctuary, felt that a forum was required to
accommodate the diverse and often conflicting
opinions that were being expressed. It was
decided to produce a discussion document,
inviting contributions from anyone with an
interest. Funding was obtained from the
National Heritage Council of Ireland and the
National Parks and Wildlife Service. Around
50 invitations were sent, both nationally and
internationally, to fishing, conservation and
animal welfare organisations, government
departments and individuals. Articles and
advertisements were also published in the
media. The implications of the declaration were
also discussed at the Conamara Sea Week 1992.
The Discussion Document is a synthesis of
those discussions and the submissions received.

Some of the main points raised are as follows:
• The sanctuary has increased public awareness
of cetaceans in Ireland, but more publicity for
the sanctuary is still required.
• There is now active research into cetaceans and
their conservation in Irish waters
• Bord Failte is encouraging the development of
a whale & dolphin watching industry in Ireland
• The potential threats to cetaceans in Irish
waters need to be identified if the sanctuary is to
be successfully managed
• The fishing industry, both Irish and
international, must be involved in decisions
regarding the management of the sanctuary

The report ends with the hope that the increased
awareness of the importance of Irish waters for
cetaceans will lead to the "preservation and
protection of these magnificent creatures in their
natural environment for future generations."

Copies of the discussion document are
available at £5 each from the IWDG.

Constant Effort Sightings
A network of observers who are willing to carry
out timed watches on a regular basis in their area
is being established. A standardised survey
form and observer pack is now available. If
you are interested in taking part contact the
project co-ordinator, Cortal O'Flanagan at 41
Lorcan Grove, Santry, Dublin

Identification Posters
The IWDG's full colour whale and dolphin
identification poster mentioned in the last
newsletter has now been printed. The poster
features the fourteen most frequently
encountered cetaceans in Irish waters.
Photographs of them at sea are accompanied by
clearly presented text which indicates the key
identification features you should look for. The
poster was produced as part of the sighting
scheme to aid field identification. The poster
was funded by the EC and Bord Iascaigh Mhara

Posters are available for a donation of £3.00.

Bottle-nosed dolphin Turs;ops trullcatus
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Fish Farm Survey
Since the last newsletter Fanad Fisheries and
Salmara have become involved in this project
resulting in 6 more fish-farms into the network.
We are still looking for someone who would be
willing to co-ordinate this project. The co
ordinator would be responsible for contacting
fish-farms and encouraging them to record
sightings of cetaceans around their farms on a
regular basis. Any fish-farms interested in
getting involved or person acting as co-ordinator
should contact Simon Berrow or Emer Rogan at
the IWDG.

IWDG Constitution

To create more bureaucracy is definitely not the
aim of the IWDG, but we have reached the stage
in our development where it seemed necessary
to formalise our existence a little. Once a
constitution is adopted the IWDG can then apply
for charitable status. This status will facilitate
obtaining funding for the IWDG and also limit
liability. To this end a draft constitution for the
IWDG has now been drawn up. The
constitution will be adopted for the next IWDG
meeting (Spring 1994). At this meeting the
present steering committee will stand down and
a new one will be elected. If anybody would
like to read and comment on the draft
constitution copies are available _from the
IWDG.



A tail of a whale
On the 11th of July, during a bank holiday at the
height of the busy tourist season, .a 31ft, 7
tonne, female minke whale unfortunately found
itself stranded on Portstewart Strand, Co.
Derry. She was still very much alive and,
although not visibly injured, was obviously
distressed. This poor creature was not to know
that its sudden appearance and death four hours
later on one of the Causeway Coast's most
popular beaches, was to throw into turmoil a
range of unprepared authorities, draw hundreds
of sightseers from all over the province, evoke
over-emotive and inaccurate comments from the
media, remain headline news for six full days,
have its tail hacked off by trophy seeking
morons and be shot 4 days after dying.

In this article locally based IWDG members,
Jim Allen (Coleraine Borough Council's
Environment Officer) and Robin Ruddock
(Outdoor Pursuits Instructor at the Bushmills
Education Centre), who were to the fore in
arranging the eventual post-mortem and disposal
of the whale, reflect upon the string of
bemusing and distressing events that
surrounded the whale's presence. As a result of
their experience they have begun to develop a
cetacean stranding policy for the north coast in
the event of a similar occurrence.

Refloating
John Greer, the IWDG co-ordinator for Co.
Antrim was unavailable and so Robin Ruddock
stepped in to identify the species and take
measurements for IWDG's stranding and
sighting programme. Members of HM
Coastguard (Portrush), National Trust and other
volunteers had battled in vain for four hours to
try and refloat the whale but the odds were
stacked against them with a shallow sandy
beach, a dropping tide and heavy onshore
breakers. By this time word had spread like
wildfire along the north coast and every tourist
and local for miles around was hot-footing it to
Portstewart Strand accompanied by TV,
newspaper and radio teams. It is from this point
on that the event turned from a fairly natural, if
dramatic and uncommon, incident into an
interesting study of human behaviour.

Public and media response
Portstewart Strand is owned and managed by
the National Trust and access to the beach is
£2.00 per vehicle, as at all Trust properties to
pay for upkeep (members free). The Trust
therefore had the responsibility for organising
for the whale's removal from the beach and they
bore the unfortunate brunt of a range of
exaggerated criticisms which were to punctuate

the affair. They were accused of making gain
from the whale's presence by delaying its
removal and of not protecting the creature from
trophy seekers and over zealous members of a
curious public. These were just two of the false
allegations from an ill-informed public and the
sensationalist element of the provincial press.

Not long after the whale's death, Robin
Ruddock and Trust staff struggled to keep back
some members of the public (mostly children)
who were jumping on the whale's back, trying
to scratch their names on her or poking sticks
into her blow hole and eyes. Attempts were
made to tape off the area but the rising tide of
both sea and clicking-videoing-staring-humans
soon swept and trampled this attempt aside.
Cars and people came and went all day (and
night) and media interviews were conducted, it
seemed to us, with everyone but the right
people.

Tail docked
Meanwhile, as National Trust, DOE (NI),
Coleraine Borough Council and the IWDG were
busy organising for the removal of the whale for
post-mortem and burial, the minke whale's tail
was unceremoniously cut off by two renegade
trophy hunters, who claimed they were doing it
in the name of science. Alert members of the
public and Trust staff intercepted the two thiefs,
the police were called and arrests were made.
The tail was stored behind a Trust hut only to be
stolen again that night. With so much media
attention on what was proving to be a slow
news-week for Northern Ireland, the escapade
made headlines and everyone from the Trust to
DOE and the Council were pilloried for allowing
it to happen.

Removal and PM
7.00am, 14th July, three days after its arrival
the whale was being lifted on to a 40ft flat bed
lorry for transport to a disused part of a council
owned inland infill site for post-mortem
examination and burial. IWDG member Jim
Allen who co-ordinated the operation takes up
the story: "Since those people who were directly
involved knew exactly what they were about, I
hoped the operation would run smoothly.
However, in the light of what had gone before,
I had visions of at worst the whale falling off in
the middle of the highway or, at least, us
leaving a lasting scent trail of expired whale
around the country." Although neither occurred
things did not quite go to plan: "Our timing was
good as the whale was beginning to show
outward signs of decomposition." Apart from



the smell, the stomach and throat of the whale
had begun to swell with gases. "The flesh
beneath the mammals tongue had enlarged to the
extent that it looked as if the whale's last meal
was an attempt a.t eating a small brightly
coloured hot air balloon, which was expanding
by the minute and by the time we got to the
landfill site 15 miles inland I was sure that it
was going to explode and so something had to
be done to relieve the pressure. Hence one
particular rural resident who must be able to
claim to be the only person to have shot a whale
in the field 15 miles inland". The throat was
thus safely punctured and the pressure released.

Misunderstandings
On the day of the post-mortem, carried out by
Dr Seamus Kennedy of the Veterinary Science
Research Lab., Belfast, and Terry Bruton
(Ulster Museum and IWDG co-ordinator for
Northern Ireland), the word had spread about
the new whereabouts of the whale and once
again an audience gathered accompanied, of
course, by the media.

Somehow, mysterious overnight hysteria and
misunderstanding had also managed to seek out
this poor creature and Jim and Robin were to be
confronted with a string of bizarre allegations
and claims. "Some members of the public, press
and local councillors were claiming that we were
about to spread mysterious and incurable whale
diseases for miles around or that rats would dig
up the whale and multiply these diseases a
thousand fold. Others questioned our lack of
respect for the creature by burying it in a landfill
site whilst others feared for our sanity since we
had said we would be back in a few years to
exhume the skeleton for education and display
purposes" One local was overheard trying to
explain to an elderly woman that "... the
eedgits want the chasis oot of it".

"Claiming to have a stomach for it, everyone
was willing to clamber and slide across an acre
of muck in the flimsiest footwear carrying
weans and small pocket instamatics to witness
the PM examination. I had a real task on my
hands keeping them away. Thankfully it rained
for practically the whole day and this helped to
keep the numbers down as well as the flies.
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Samples of all the major organs, excluding the
brain, were removed for future and more
detailed analysis and the overall conclusion was
that the animal appeared fairly healthy with no
obvious clinical or other impairment. Why it
stranded remains open to question.

"As I drove away from the gates of the landfill
site that night after supervising the final digger
load of soil covering the whale, and with just
the faintest whiff of dead whale in the air, one
final lone farmer screeched to a halt beside me
hoping to catch a glimpse of what had
preoccupied the province's media for six days.
From him I heard perhaps the most down to
earth comment of the week: " Them animals
swim all over the world don't they?" he asked.
"Yes", I said. "Then in what in Gods name is it
doing in Garvagh?"

Finally
Dismayed at some of the inaccurate reporting that had
been carried out over the past week, I welcomed the
chance to set the record straight by releasing to the local
paper some of the initial post-mortem findings along
with information about minke whale behaviour and our
intentions regarding the future recovery of the skeleton.
Looking forward to finally reading what would be the
hard facts I was again disappointed. The four page article
included two full pages on the disappearance of the tail
along with an interview they had conducted with the
perpetrators. Crammed into a couple of paragraphs was a
much shortened and altered account of the post-mortem
findings. Never once throughout the spread did they
mention that the whale was in fact a minke (Balaenoptera
acutorastrata) or piked whale. The tail, containing some
of the tail vertebrae, was anonymously returned to
Portstewart Strand a week later and is once again with its
rightful owner.

What took place on Portstewart Strand was sad and quite
probably natural. After that, however, we felt that the
attempts at furthering the issue of whale conservation
was hampered by the bored press and ill-informed and
sometimes mischievous public. On the plus side,
however, hundreds of people saw close up for the first
time one of the most beautiful and mystical giants of our
oceans. "I only hope that somehow, somebody,
somewhere learnt something from the whole experience

I know we did".

Jim Allen & Robin Ruddock



Mayo Whale and Dolphin Survey 1993
The Mayo Whale and Dolphin Survey 1993
began in early June when the International Fund
for Animal Welfare's 46ft research yacht, 'Song
of the Whale' arrived in Co. Mayo. The survey
was based on the Mullet peninsula, in north
west Mayo, and lasted four weeks.

The aim was to find out more about the
distribution of whales and dolphins in the
former whaling grounds off Mayo. Between
1908 and 1923 more than 800 great whales
were captured by two Norwegian whaling
companies in this area. It was hoped that if
whales and dolphins could still be predictably
found in this area that a potential for whale and
dolphin watching would exist.

Onshore, the remains of the whaling stations
can still be seen on the Mullet and near South
Inishkea Island. Also, a film made in 1908 on
local whaling still exists and a book by Dr
James Fairley of UCG, "Irish Whales and
Whaling", documents the history of whaling in
the area from 1908-1923. It was hoped that the
combination of wildlife and historical interest
would attract people to the area.

The 'Song of the Whale' spent 19 days at sea,
equipped with hydrophones and keen observers
- thanks to IWDG members who volunteered
and took part in the survey. One hydrophone
was towed behind the boat and used to
passively monitor cetacean vocalisations while
at sea. When cetaceans were heard it was
usually possible to tell whether they were in
front of or behind the boat (the hydrophone
contained two elements separated by about 1m
and could be listened to in stereo). A directional
hydrophone was also used when the vessel was
stationary to give a much more precise bearing
on a vocalising animal.

Sightings information and other environmental
data (e.g. weather, and sea state) was logged at
regular intervals directly onto a computer (using
the LOGGER program).

Five whales were sighted close to shore but
dolphins were much more common and were
seen on 26 occasions. Species sighted included
propoise, common dolphin, bottlenosed
dolphin, white-sided dolphin, pilot whales and
minke whales.

The scientific data gathered on these cetaceans is
being analysed in detail by IFAW, but they have
produced some preliminary notes on the survey.
Jonathan Gordon, of IFAW, reports:

"No large whales (e.g. fin, sei, blue) were seen
during off-shore surveys, even though whaling
records suggested that June and July had been
months when high catches of whales were
made. This may be largely due to the relatively
small amount of effort that we were able to
expend off-shore in good sightings conditions.
It may also be the case that these populations of
whales remain in a depleted state. Although the
whaling stopped in Ireland in the 1920s and
Irish waters are now a cetacean sanctuary,
Scottish, Icelandic, Norwegian and Faroes
whalers continued to make large catches of fin
whales, which may be from this population,
until more recent times."

"Sightings in inshore waters were generally
disappointingly scarce. Again the effect of the
poor weather on sightings conditions must be
remembered. One encouraging factor from the
point of view of any whale watching enterprise
however, is that some of these sightings seem to
be made in predictable locations. The minke
whales encountered off Erris Head would be
one example of this. Discovering such
predictable sights and monitoring them (eg with
shore watches) will be an important next step
for an assessment of the feasibility of whale
watching."

Note: Article compiled from interim reports
by Shay Fennelly (IWDG) and Jonathan
Gordon (International Fund for Animal
Welfare).



ISHANNON ESTUARY DOLPHIN IPROJECT

During 1993, the first field study of wild
dolphins in Ireland got under way. The
Shannon estuary has long been recognised as a
good place to see Bottle-nosed dolphins. This
pilot study, based in Carrigaholt, .Co Clare,
aimed to increase our understandmg of the
dolphins and assess the feasibility of developing
commercial dolphin watching.

The results are still being analysed but
preliminary results show that during 156 hours
observation from Kilcredaun Point, Co Clare,
dolphins were recorded 90% of the time during
good weather. Usually small groups of around
5-10 animals were observed but groups of up to
27 were recorded including 5 calves. Attempts
to estimate the total number of dolphins by
using observers all around the estuary, were
hampered by thick mist and only 17 dolphins
including 2 calves were counted. However, up
to 40 dolphins have been observed from at one
time from Kilcredaun Point.

Many studies of animal behaviour
depend on being able to identify indivi~ual
animals. In the Shannon we used a techmque
called photo-identification, which relies on
presence of nicks, notches, scars or scratches
on the body which are specific to a particular
animal and are consistent in time. A study
presently underway on Fungi, in Dingle,
involves monitoring how his scratches, scars
and blemishes have changed over the years.
This has shown that scratches on the dorsal fin
may last two years or longer. To date at least 17
dolphins have been individually identified in the
Shannon and at one dolphin has been present
throughout the study period. A calf was born
between visits in mid-June and mid-July.

Noel Dempsey, TD, Minister of State at
the Department of Finance, and Michael Canny,
Director of the National Parks and Wildlife
Service, spent an afternoon on the estuary.
They saw for themselves the magnificence of
the dolphins and also learnt about study
techniques and the vulnerability of the dolphins
to disturbance. Both are committed to ensuring
that the dolphins habitat is maintained but also
offer support to the development of a dolphin
watching industry.

During 1993 dolphin watching trips
have been available from Carrigaholt. The
venture proved very successful and interested
parties are now reviewing progress to date.
Potentially there is a threat of disturbance to the
dolphins from dolphin watchers but, if care and
respect are exercised, there is no reason why
people can not go out and enjoy the experience
whilst providing a welcome tourist boost to the
Shannon area.

The work was carried out by Simon
Berrow, Brian Holmes and Oliver Kiely, of
the IWDG, in collaboration wit/J the West
Clare Development Co-operative. Many
people have been involved and helped in this
project including the main sponsors, Shannon
Development with additional funding from
Spectra Ltd and Aughinish Alumina Ltd. We
also wish to thank Johnny O'Dwyer, Shannon
Ferry Ltd, Irish Helicopters, Kilrush Creek
Marina and the International Fund for Animal
Welfare.

5th IWDG Meeting, Dingle, Co
Kerry, June 1993

The 5th meeting of the IWDG was held over a
weekend in June with friendly dolphins the
theme of the meeting. Drs Christina Lockyer
and Bob Morris introduced bottle-nosed
dolphins and described some of their work on
other wild, sociable dolphins like Fungi. Not
surprisingly much of Fungi's behaviour is
typical of the species. A brief report on an on
going study of the longevity of scratches and
scars on Fungi and their relevance for photo- ID
was given by Simonetta Grippi.

As usual at IWDG meetings, the work
of the group was discussed. The public
availability of the group's sightings data was
discussed after a request for information for a
review being prepared for Marathon as part of
an application for a mineral exploration licence.
It was decided that as the IWDG could be a
positive influence on any developments that may
affect cetaceans in Irish waters the group would
co-operate whenever possible. The IWDG were
involved in the new "First Aid for Stranded
Cetaceans" prepared by the RSPCA and agreed
that this document would be used for the
welfare of live stranded cetaceans in Ireland.
The implications of the whale and dolphin
sanctuary were discussed as well as the
relationship between the IWDG and other non
government organisations. The administration
and future of the IWDG was debated and it was
agreed that membership should remain free and
a constitution be adopted. People would be
encouraged to give money to specific projects if
they wanted to donate to the group.

Whale and dolphin watching trips were
available aboard the Merlin Diver on Saturday
and Sunday. No cetaceans were seen on these
trips but Risso's dolphins, bottle-nosed
dolphins and a porpoise were seen from Slea
Head on the glorious Sunday morning.

The IWDG extends its gratitude to
Benners Hotel, Dingle for hosting the meeting,
Kevin Flannery for organising everything and
Bord Failte for funding Dr Christina Lockyer's
visit to Ireland.



REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS
Region: Counties Looth, Meath, Dublin
Name: John Woodlock
Address: 42, Hillside Gardens, Skerries, Co. Dublin
Telephone Number: (01) 8492268
Name: George McCormack
Address: 'Colonsay', South Strand, Skerries, Co. Dublin
Telephone Number: (01) 8492015

Region: County Wlc:kJow
Name: Declan Murphy
Address: 37, Oakley Park, Blackrock, Co. Dublin
Telephone Number: (01) 881873

Region: County Wexford
Name: Jim Hurley
Address: Grange, Kilmore, Co. Wexford
Telephone Number: (053) 29671

Region: County Waterford! East Cork
Name: Pat Smiddy
Address: BallykennealIy, Ballymacoda, Co. Cork
Telephone Number: (024) 98286

Region: South Cork
Name: Simon Berrow
Address: Zoology Dept., U.e.e. or Scart Road,
Bantry, Co. Cork
Tel. Number (021) 276871 Ext 4053 or TeVFax: (027) 51187

Region: West Cork (Clonakllty, Mizen, Bantry)
Name: Dec1an O'Donnell
Address: Direenlomane, Ballydehob, Co. Cork
Telephone Number: (028) 37347

Region: West Cork (Beara Penn insula)
Name: Danny Osbourne
Address: Garranes, Castletownbere, Co. Cork
Telephone Number: (027) 73086

Region: Co. Antrim
Name: John Greer,
Address: Portrush Countryside Centre, Bath Road, Portrush, Co.
Antrim. Tel. Number 08 0265 823600

Region: South Kerry (Kenmare Bay)
Name: Michael O'Sullivan
Address: Ardshillane East, Sneem, Co. Kerry
Telephone Number: (064) 45257

Region: Kerry (Iveragh Peninsula)
Name: Oma McAullife
Address: Derrynane, Co. Kerry
Telephone Number: 066-75275 (W) 066-75239(H)

Region: Mid Kerry (Castlemalne Harbour)
Name: Pat Foley
Address: Boultens, Castlemaine, Co. Kerry
Telephone Number: (066) 67235

Region: West Kerry (Dingle Pennlnsula)
Name: Kevin Flannery
Address: Garfinny, Dingle, Co. Kerry
Telephone Number: (066) 51267

Region: North Kerry (fralee Bay)
Name: Tim O'Donoghue

Address: Upper Ballybrenagh, Tralee, Co. KerryTelephone Number: (066) 24725

Region: COl,lntyClare
Name: Paddy O'Sullivan
Address: Drumc1iff,Ennis, Co. Oare
Telephone Number: (065) 22940

Region: Achlll Island, County Mayo
Name: John O'Shea
Address: Dooagh, Achill, Co. Mayo
Telephone Number: (098) 43112

Region: South Conamara
Name: Padraic de Bhaldraithe
Address: Foimis, Leitir Meallain, Co. Gaillimhe
Telephone Numbers: 091-81126

Region: Counties Sligo and Leitrim
Name: Don Cotton
Address: Sligo R.T.e., Sligo (W) or
Rathrowan Hse., Rathaberna, Sligo (H)
Telephone Number: (071) 43261 (W) or (071) 43251 (H)

Region: County Donegal (south)
Name: Richard Timony
Address: Elsinore, Donegal Town, C. Donegal
Telephone 073-22363

Region: Counties Derry and Down
Name: Terry Bruton
Address: Botanic Gardens, Ulster Museum, Belfast
Telephone Number: 08-0232-381251

Simon Berrow
Department of Zoology,
University College,
CORK
Tel: (021) 276871 Ext: 4053
Fax: (21) 277922

NATIONAL CO-ORDINATORS

Scart Road,
Bantry,
Co. Cork
Tel/Fax:
(027) 51187

Terry Bruton
Ulster Museum,
Botanic Gardens,
BElFAST
Tel: 08-0232·381251
Fax: 08·0232·665510

The IrishWhale and Dolphin Group is dedicated to the study and conservation of cetaceans
(whales, dolphins and porpoise) in Irish waters. It has established and co-ordinates a network of

regional co-ordinators (see above) who will visit stranded animals and collect records of those
sighted at sea. If you find a whale, dolphin or porpoise washed up, observe one at sea or from the

shore or are interested in learning more about the group contact your regional co-ordinator or the
national co-ordinators.

Newsletter published by the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group and funded by the European Commission. Production
by Clare Heardman. You are welcome to reproduce any of the material.contained in this newsletter, but please

acknowledge the IWDG. Send any comments or contributions to:
IWDG, c/o Department of Zoology, University College, Cork


