
enforcement of the Wildlife Act (1976)
and implementation of international
conventions, such as the Berne and
Bonn Conventions or the EC Habitats
Directive. It is also important to meet
the challenge of managing Ireland's
Whale and Dolphin Sanctuary.

Apart from the 'scientific' benefits,
information on where cetaceans occur
helps provide people with the
information necessary to spot these
magnificent creatures themselves and
should enable a whale & dolphin
watching industry to be developed,
providing important additional income
for coastal communities.

The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group
was set up in December 1990 to
initiate and co-ordinate a cetacean
stranding and sighting scheme.
Stranding records are collected by the
group and those that can be verified
are published annually in the Irish
Naturalists' Journal. Sighting records
are now maintained on a sighting
database provided by Dr PGH Evans.
Funding has been provided by the EC
Eurogroup on Animal Welfare to
expand the sighting and stranding
schemes. This can only be acheived
with the involvement of many people
around the coast.

Whales and dolphins are often
considered exotic tropical beasts, but
here in Ireland you have every chance
to see these creatures and get involved
in their study and conservation.

5TH IWDG MEETING
End of June 1993, Dingle, Co. Kerry

Exciting programme to include:
• Christina Lockyer talking about wild,

sociable dolphins worldwide·
• Whale and dophin watching trips on

offer around the Blasket Islands
Contact Kevin Flannery 066-51267 or

Grahame Timmins 066-51548 for
more details

MONITORING WHALES
AND DOLPHINS IN IRISH

WATERS

THE/Rj$H. _

WHALE
ANDDOLPHIN

{jROtl?

Irish waters are among the most
important areas in Europe for
cetaceans (whales, dolphins and
porpoise). Important breedi!1g and
feeding grounds for dolphm and
porpoise have been identified h~re
while many of the larger whale specIes
migrate annually through our waters.
But how do we know this and how do
we ensure these populations are
maintained for future generations?

The distribution and abundance of
cetaceans in Irish waters has been
determined from analysis of stranding
and sighting records. A stranded
cetacean is one washed up dead on the
shore while a sighting is an
observation of a live cetacean or group
of cetaceans at sea. Stranded
cetaceans can be identified, sexed and
measured. They can also provide
tissue and stomach samples which can
be analysed for parasites, reproductive
condition and pollution levels and
used to determine the animals diet and
age. Cetacean sightings, on the other
hand, provide information on
distribution, abundance, movements
and behaviour.

Why is this information
important?

Despite being recognised as an
important area for cetaceans, very little
is known about the ecology of
cetaceans in Irish waters. Systematic
collection of stranding and sighting
records will help determine cetacean.
distribution and provide indices of
abundance. They can also help
determine the animals use of a local
area or important oceanographic
features, such as a trough or reef.
They can also help identify potential
threats or conflicts of interest. This
information is essential for the
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IWnG PROJECTS . I

The lWDG supports and encourages various projects on cetaceans in Irish waters. Projects
have to be self-financing as the group has no income. Funding has been receivedjrom the EC
for the stranding and sighting scheme and we are now lookingfor people to participate in, or
co-ordinate, specific projects.

Constant Effort Survey
People from all around the country are
encouraged to take part in a constant effort
survey of their local coast. We need people
who are prepared to do regular watches
along their stretch of coastline (see article for
methodology). Training will be given during
a weekend course(s) to be arranged. There
will be a nominal charge to cover food &
accommodation.

Stranding Scheme
Local contacts, who will visit and record
stranded cetaceans are needed, especially in
Counties. Mayo, Galway, Donegal and
North Clare. Training will be given in
identification and basic post mortem
techniques.

Cetaceans at Fish Farms
A pilot scheme to record cetaceans visiting
fish farms was initiated during 1992 (see
article). Following the success of this
project the IWDG would like to expand the
project to more fish-farms and set up a
monitoring network as part of the IWDG's
cetacean sighting scheme. A co-ordinator is
needed for this project.

Whale Watch Day
As discussed at the Belfast meeting, the
IWDG would like to organise a whale watch
day when people would be encouraged to
visit their local coastline and watch out for
whales and dolphins. We are looking for
somebody to organise such an event.

Project Ideas?
Do you have any ideas for your own project?
The IWDG always welcome new ideas and
will provide what advice and encouragement
it can. Put your ideas to the group at the next
Whale and Dolphin Group meeting or contact
the IWDG at the address below.

If you are interested in any of the above projects or
have any new ideas contact Dr Simon BerrowlDr
Emer Rogan, Department of Zoology, University
College, Cork. Tel: 021-276871 Ext. 4053
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Marine Awareness Pack
The IWDG, in conjunction with the
Conamara Environmental Education Centre,
Letterfrack, Co. Galway are producing a
marine awareness pack for national schools.
As well as looking at the biological aspects
of the marine environment, from seashore to
deep ocean, the aim is to integrate as many
disciplines as possible including art, music
and poetry. If you have an interest in
education and feel you may have something
to contribute to the project contact:
Leo Hallissey, Conamara Environmental Education
Centre, Letterfrack, Co. Galway. Tel:095-43443

IFAW/IWDG Survey
See 'Proposed Whale and Dolphin Survey
off The North Mayo Coast' article in this
newsletter. If this project goes ahead,
volunteers will be needed to help crew the
b.oat.
Contact Shay Fennelly, Claggan, Kilmeena. Co.
Mayo. if you are interested in getting involved.

New Mailing List & Directory

The mailing list for the lWDG has now been
computerised. Please can you check your
name and address are correct on the address
label. If they are wrong please send us any
changes, includingphone number.

We would also like to hear of any
particular interest you have in cetaceans and
whether you would be willing to help with
the work of the lWDG: Could you write
articles for this newsletter or your local
newspaper? Or produce illustrations?
Would you be willing to give talks to schools
and community groups? Or distribute
posters, leaflets, etc.? Are you interested in
any of the projects listed in this newsletter?
Just let us know - we'd like to involve as
many people as possible in the work of the
group and would like to have a list of
contacts.



SightingEffort
Irelandof

Cetaceans: A Constant
Survey

Historically, most infonnation on cetaceans
in Irish waters has come from records of
stranded animals. Obviously this gives a
rather distorted picture so in 1973 a scheme
was started to collect records of live
sightings from British and Irish waters.
This revealed that the north of Scotland and
the south west of Ireland were the most
important regions for cetaceans. However,
since the amount of effort put into getting
records varied from' area to area,
information· on population. status and
abundance was unreliable. In an attempt to
remedy this, 'constant effort sightings
surveys' were developed. These involve
spending a specified time at specified points
on a regular basis.

A pilot constant effort sighting survey was
carried out around the Irish coast during
September and October, 1992. Twenty six
sites all around the Irish coast were visited 
mostly prominent headlands. At each site
the sea was surveyed through binoculars
for 100 minutes and all cetaceans seen
recorded.

Various factors influence the possibility of
seeing cetaceans at a particular site
including weather, state of the tide, time of
the day, time of year, local food supply,
etc. To maximise the possibility of seeing
cetaceans the sites were visited when the
weather was relatively calm and during the
autumn peak in food supply.

be readily seen from land. If land based
monitoring took place regularly on a
nationwide basis it could reveal some very
interesting information on the distribution
and abundance of cetaceans around the
Irish coast.

This survey was funded by the Robert
Lloyd Praeger committee of the Royal Irish
Academy_

Number of Sightings

per 100 minutes

o 0

•
•••

Figure 1. Map showing location
of sampling sites and number of
cetacean sightings per 100
minute observation period.

The results were very interesting: in the
100 minutes allotted, cetaceans were seen at
eight of the-twenty six sites. Species seen
included porpoise, common dolphins,
bottle-nosed dolphins, Risso's dolphins
and minke whales. Most sightings came
from the south west (Counties Cork, Kerry
and Clare), but large numbers of cetaceans
were also spotted off Co. Mayo. Also of
interest was the observation that on 50% of
the times that gannets were seen feeding
they were doing so in association with
cetaceans.

The encouraging thing about this
preliminary survey is that it demonstrates
that with a little bit of effort cetaceans can

Slide Packs Available
A comprehensive slide pack, which
contains 80 slides illustrating twenty eight
cetacean species, is now available on loan

ltrom the lWDG. It was produced by Dr
Peter Evans, Oxford University - one of the
best known cetacean scientists in Britain.

There is an information sheet with
the pack which should enable you to give a
talk based around the slides. If you would
like to borrow the slide pack please contact
the lWDG secretary and indicate how long
you would like to borrow the pack for.
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Review of 1992
Sighting

Stranding
records

and

Clare and Dublin coasts. During 1992
there were four sightings of Humpback
whales off the British coast which is the
highest number of sightings in a single year
for decades. There were two reports of
Killer whales, one off Tory island, Co.
Donegal and one from Ballinskelligs Bay,
Co. Kerry.

Discussion
The Common dolphin is one of the most
common species of cetacean in Irish
waters. There has been an increase in the.
number reported stranded on the Irish coast
since the 1970s. Most strandings have
been reported from August - March with no
significant difference in the proportion of
males to females reported stranded. The
bulk of those reported stranded during
1992 were from the south coast during
February - March. During the first three
months of 1992 over 100 Common
dolphins were stranded on the coast of
Cornwall, in southwest England, compared
to the usual number of 10-20 individuals.
Following post-mortem examination of a
number of these animals, the cause of death
was considered to have been due to
incidental capture in fishing nets. Prior to
1992 an average of 1-2 Common dolphins
were reported stranded on the south coast
of Ireland during the first three months of

Table 1. Frequency of
sighting records reported
Irish Whale and Dolphin
during 1992

1992 was the second full year of operation
for the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group's
cetacean stranding and sighting scheme.
During 1992,35 stranded cetaceans and 70
incidental sighting records were reported to
the group compared to 45 strandings and
83 sightings reported during 1991.

Strandings
Most (34.3%) of the stranding records
were of Common dolphins Delphinus
delphis, which were reported stranded
mainly from February to April, in counties
Cork and Kerry. Sizes ranged from 1.81
2.4Om. A significantly higher proportion
of females compared to males were
reported. Six pilot whales Globicephala
melae were reported stranded, 3 each from
counties Cork and Clare. All were reported
between February to May in poor
condition. Although considered the most
common species of cetacean in Irish
waters, only 4 Harbour porpoise Phocoena
phocoena were reported, 2 from Co. Cork
and 1 each from counties Kerry and
Dublin. 3 Bottle-nosed dolphins Tursiops
truncatus, 2 Striped dolphins Stenella
coeruleoalba, a Risso's dolphin Grampus
griseus and and a Humpback whale
Megaptera norvegliae, were reported. The
Humpback whale stranding is the first
reported since 1907 when one stranded in
Moville, Co. Donegal, which may indicate
a recovery of the population in the NE
Atlantic (see IWDG newsletter No. 4 for
more details on this stranding).

Although records were received
from 8 counties, 40% of the records were
from Co. Cork and 23% from Co, Kerry.

Sightings .
The harbour porpoise was the most
frequently reported species sighted around
the Irish coast (Table 1). Records were
received from all around the Irish coast but
especially from Co. Dublin. Bottle-nosed
dolphins were also regularly recorded from
the Co. Dublin coast. Humpback whales
were sighted on three occasions. In
addition to the young animal which
accompanied boats in Kinsale harbour, Co.
Cork, individuals were also sighted off the

4

Species

Harbour porpoise
Bottle-nosed dolphin
Minke whale
Common dolphin
Humpback whale
Pilot whale
Risso's dolphin
Killer whale
Unident. dolphins
Unident. whales

% frequency
of sightings

21.4%
11.4%
7.1%
5.7%
4.3%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%

30.0%
11.4%

cetacean
to the

Group



the year so the increase reported d~ring
1992 (6 individuals) may be assocIated
with the increase recorded from Cornwall.
When stranded in poor condition the only
way to distinguish between Common and
Striped dolphins is from. s~ull
characteristics. In 4 cases the descnptIons
received by the IWDG did not allow the
distinction to be made between these
species and they were therefore·recorded as
Common /Striped dolphin. Two Striped
dolphins were reported stranded during
1992. The Striped dolphin isa similar
species to the Common dolphin but inhabits
warmer sub-tropical water with. depths
<2000m and is common in the
Mediterranean. Although first recorded
stranded on the Irish coast in 1985 it has
been recorded in increasing numbers ever
since and the stranding records seem to
reflect a real change in the status of this
species in Irish waters.

Recording cetaceans at sea poses
many problems, mostly associated with
species identification. This is reflected in
the high proportion of unidentified species
received by the IWDG (Table 1). Although
not always identified these records are still
very valuable as they show that there was a
cetacean in a particular place at a particular
time. There are few good cetacean field
guides available and the IWDG is
producing a identification poster to aid fi~ld
identification. This poster together WIth
training sessions will hopefully improve
observers ability to identify cetaceans in the
field and help build up a network of trained
observers around the Irish coast to monitor
cetaceans in Irish waters.

All verifiable stranding records are
published annually in 'Cetacean notes' in
the October edition of the Irish
Naturalists' Journal. The IWDG has now
established a sightings database using a
programme written for use with Apple
Macintosh (LCn 4/80) computers and
provided by Dr PGH Evans to which the
IWDG is very grateful. Copies of the
database and instructions on its
application are available on disc from the
IWDG.

The IWDG is very grateful to the following
individuals for help in obtaining standing
and sighting records during 1992;
Heather Aylward, Simon Berrow, Brian
Brady, Joe Breen, Matthew Broadstock,
Oliver de Buyl, Marian Clarke, Martin
Collins, Gerard Comerford, Pat Concannon,
William Clear, Paddy Crowe, Paudie
Cosgrove, Penny Durrell, Padraic Flaherty,
Kevin Flannery, John Fouere, Maggie
Glickstein, Nick Gotto, Dominic Gallagher,
John Greer, Clare Heardman, Eamon King,
JFM Leech, Keith Mallom, George
McCormick, Joanna Mcinerney, Judith
Montgomery, PD Nolan, Paul Nie, Tom
O'Byrne, Declan O'Donnell, Conal
a 'Flanagan, Clare O'Grady, Donal O'Hare,
Dave O'Leary, Martyn Rayner, Terry
O'Reilly, Ruth a 'Riordan, Danny Osbourne,
Richard O'Shea, Oran O'Sullivan, Paddy
O'Sullivan, Neal Peterson, Emer Rogan, Pat
Smiddy, Grahame Timmins, Iris Werner,
John Woodlock.



Cetaceans around Fish Farms

As part of a pilot scheme into the usefulness
of fish farms for monitoring cetaceans,
Killary Salmon Farm, County Galway, have
been recording dolphins around their sea
cages in Killary Harbour. Since starting this
project in June they have recorded cetaceans
on 26 occasions (Fig. 1) although the
number of sightings declined during the
winter months. The cetaceans were always
bottle-nosed dolphins (with the exception of
one possible sighting of common dolphins in
the harbour). Up to 15 individuals have
been seen together but groups usually
number 6-8 animals (Fig. 1). No young
animals were seen, but one dolphin was
observed swimming backwards!!

The usefulness of fish-farms in
monitoring cetaceans in any area lies in their
ability to act as constant effort recording
sites. The caged fish are fed every day, so

observations of cetaceans can also be made
every day. If, on anyone day, there is no
record of cetaceans this is likely to mean
there were no cetaceans in the area. This
type of information can provide very useful
information about the dolphins' use of a local
area.

Following the success of this project
the IWDG would like to expand the project
to as many fish-farms as are interested and
set up a monitoring network as part of the
IWDG cetacean sighting scheme. If
anybody is interested in liasing with fish
farms and acting as co-ordinator of this
project please contact Dr. Simon Berrow at
UCe.

The lWDG are very grateful to James Ryan. manager
of Killary Salmon Farm and the farmers at the farm
for their interest and enthusiasm in this project.

20

18

16

14

12

10

8

• No of observations

lIB Mean No. of animals

6

II .1. .I.
4 I.I2

I
0

•• • •
I()

0I() I()
;;;
I()0I()
;;;
I()0I();;;

.1()
;;;

I()coI()
t<)

t'l t<)t<) NI IIIIIIIIIIIIIII,,I
o.D

o.D~o.D
-~-~ o.Do.Do.D

•.
-'"-- ............'"'".J::.

C ~'"VI-...............•.......'"...'""::J .
•. ::JVI.<:l .<:l•..<:l•..<:l '"'"...~ '" •. ........

-:>
c-:>

::J

::J

E.<:l
0

.<:lE.<:lE.a::J'"::J'"'"::J -:>'"E(;2..E Ec='
...
::JL

-:>
«::J~ •.'".a« ~0. ">•."•. c..

Q. 0-:>'"•..aa >•." "-•. Q. Z00•. -:>•.
(J)

•. z0 "-
(J)

Number of observations of dolphins seen at Killary Salmon Farm, Co. Galway
from 1st June, 1992 to 15th March, 1993 and mean group size.

IWDG leaflet
A short leaflet about the lWDG and its aims
and objectives has been produced. Further
copies of this are availablefree of charge, for
distribution in schools, libraries, etc. If you
would like further copies please contact the
lWDG Secretary. The lWDG are grateful to
the Department of the Environment who
sponsored this leaflet.
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Whale & Dolphin Watching
Bord Failte are producing an information
sheet on whale and dolphin watching. It will
be available in all tourist offices and will
include information on the best land-based
sites for cetacean spotting, along with details
of companies that organise boat trips and
whale & dolphin watching holidays. Bord
Failte report that the production of the leaflet
is already eneratin a reat deal of interest.



Proposed Whale and Dolphin Survey Off
the North Mayo Coast

The potential for whale and dolphin watching
off the southwest and northwest coasts of
Ireland has been identified but, for coastal
communities to develop a whale and dolphin
watching industry, as in the USA, Canada
and Norway, a better understanding of the
distribution and abundance of cetaceans in
Irish coastal waters is essential.

This summer, in collaboration with the Irish
Whale and Dolphin group, the International
Federation for Animal Welfare (IFAW, an
American wildlife charity with 600,000
members world-wide) are hoping to carry
out a survey in Ireland. They have agreed to
make available their scientific expertise plus a
46' yacht with acoustic monitoring systems
and a financial commitment to assist in an
IFAW/lWDG cetacean survey off County
Mayo. However, matching funds must be
found for the project to go ahead.

Between 1908 and 1923 over 800 whales,
including some of the largest species in the
world (blue, fin, sperm, Sei and humpback
whales), were caught by two Norwegian
whaling companies working from the Mullet
peninsula, Co. Mayo. The proposed survey
would explore the Norwegian's former
hunting grounds i.e. the edge of the
continental shelf and inshore, off Co. Mayo.
Week long survey 'tracks' would be carried
out in this area over a six week period from
late May to early July. 'The aim is to identify
whale and dolphin species, assess their
movements and identify feeding areas.

In addition to recording observations of
cetaceans other research is planned:

- Monitoring of marine environmental
parameters, including sea-water temperature,
depth and sea-state. These would be
regularly logged on an IBM Laptop computer
interfaced with a Global Positioning Satellite,
with software developed by the UK Sea
Mammal Research Unit, to record position
and survey effort.

- Detection of underwater sounds using a
hydrophone at selected frequencies to help
locate dolphins, porpoises and sperm
whales.
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- Examination of satellite images of the
coastal zone to identify local mixing of cold
inshore and warm off-shore sea currents to
locate potentially productive sea areas.

- An historical review of cetacean sightings
data and the whaling catch logs.

- Production of a short video to document the
project in addition to a project report.

The benefits of the project would include the
following:

-An assessment of the feasibility of
developing whale and dolphin watching off
the Mayo coast

-Raising Ireland's profile as Europe's first
whale and dolphin sanctuary

-Increasing public awareness of whales and
dolphins in Irish waters

-Encouraging a sustainable development
approach to resource management

The total cost of the project is £40,000, over
half of which has been pledged already.
However, in addition to the support provided
by the International Fund for Animal
Welfare, the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group
is seeking funding assistance of £17,960. If
this funding is forthcoming, and the project
can go ahead, volunteers will be needed to
help crew the boat. If you are interested in
getting involved write to Shay Fennelly,
Claggan, Kilmeena, Co. Mayo or contact
him on 01-370220 (Tel.) or 098-27157
(Tel/Fax) ,

Cetacean ID Poster
A full colour identification poster is being
printed by the IWDG, with sponsorship
provided by BIM and the EC. The poster is
aimed at helping a) seafarers identify
cetaceans at sea and b) land based observers,
lIorexample those taking part in the constant
effort sighting survey.. However, it is hoped
that it will have a wider appeal and will be
availablefor general distribution to schools,
etc.



REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS

Region: Counties Louth, Meath, Dublin
Name: John Woodlock
Address: 42, Hillside Gardens, Skerries, Co. Dublin
Telephone Number: (01) 8492268
Name: George McCormack
Address: 'Colonsay', South Strand, Skerries, Co. Dublin
Telephone Number: (01) 8492015

Region: County Wlcklow
Name: Declan Murphy
Address: 37, Oakley Park, Blackrock, Co. Dublin
Telephone Number: (01) 881873

Region: County Wexford
Name: Jim Hurley .
Address: Grange, Kibnore, Co. Wexford
Telephone Number: (053) 29671

Region: County Waterford I East Cork
Name: Pat Smiddy, National Parks and Wildlife Service
Address: Ballykenneally, Ballymacoda, Co. Cork
Telephone Number: (024) 98286

Region: South Cork
Name: Simon Berrow
Address: Zoology Dept, U.C.C. or
Seart Road, Bantry, Co. Cork
Telephone Number: (021) 276871 Ext 4053 or (027) 51187

Region: West Cork (Clonakllty, Mizen, Bantry)
Name: Declan O'Donnell, National Parks and Wildlife Service
Address: Direenlornane, Ballydehob, Co. Cork
Telephone Number: (028) 37347

Region: West Cork (Beara Penn Insula)
Name: Danny Osbourne
Address: Garranes, Castletownbere, Co. Cork
Telephone Number: (027) 73086

Region: South Kerry (Kenmare Bay)
Name: Michael O'Sullivan National Parks and Wildlife
Service
Address: Ardshillane East, Sneem, Co. Kerry
Telephone Number: (064) 45257

Region: Co. Antrim
Name: John Greer,
Address: DoE (NI), Portrush Countryside Centre, Bath Road,
Portrush, Co. Antrim,
Telephone Number: 08-0265·823600

Region: Mid Kerry (Castlemalne Harbour)
Name: Pat Foley, National Parks and Wildlife Service
Address: Boultens, Casl1emaine, Co. Kerry
Telephone Number: (066) 67235

Region: West Kerry (Dingle Pennlnsula)
Name: Kevin Flannery
Address: Garftnny, Dingle, Co. Kerry
Telephone Number: (066) 51267

Region: North Kerry (Tralee Bay)
Name: Tun O'Donoghue, National Parks and Wildlife Service
Address: Upper Ballybrenagh, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Telephone Number: (066) 24725

Region: County Clare
Name: Paddy O'Sullivan, National Parks and Wildlife Service
Address: Drumcliff, Ennis, Co. Clare
Telephone Number: (065) 22940

Region: Counties Galway and Mayo
Name: James Fairley
Address: Zoology Dept., U. C. G.
Telephone Number: (091) 24411

Region: Achlll Island, County Mayo
Name: John O'Shea
Address: Dooagh, Achill, Co. Mayo
Telephone Number: (098) 43112

Region: County Sligo and Leltrlm
Name: Don Cotton
Address: Sligo R.T.C., Sligo (W) or
Rathrowan Hse., Rathabema, Sligo (H)
Telephone Number: (071) 43261 (W) or (071) 43251 (H)

Region: County Donegal
Name:
Address:
Telephone

Region: Counties Derry, and Down
Name: Terry Bruton
Address: Botanic Gardens, Ulster Museum, Belfast
Telephone Number: 08·0232·381251

Simon Berrow
Department of Zoology , or
University College,
CORK
Tel: (021) 276871 Ext: 4053
Fax: (021) 277922

NATIONAL CO-ORDINATORS

Scart Road,
Bantry,
Co. Cork

027·51187(Tel/Fax)

Terry Bruton
Ulster Museum,
Botanic Gardens,
BElFAST
Tel: 08-0232·381251
Fax: 08·0232·665510

The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group is dedicated to the study and conservation of cetaceans
(whales, dolphins and porpoise) in Irish waters, It has established and co-ordinates a network of

regional co-ordinators (see above) who will visit stranded animals and collect records of those
sighted at sea. If you find a whale, dolphin or porpoise washed up, observe one at sea or from the

shore or are interested in learning more about the group contact your regional co-ordinator or the
national co-ordinators.

Newsletter published by the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group and funded by the EC Eurogroup for Animal Welfare.
Original illustrations by Don Conroy. Production by Clare Heardman. You are welcome to reproduce any of the
material contained in this newsletter, but please acknowledge the IWoo. Send any comments or contributions to:

IWDG, c/o Department or Zoology, University College, Cork
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5th Irish Whale and Dolphin Group Meeting
19th-20th June, Benners Hotel, Dingle, Co.Kerry

At the 5th IWDG meeting Fungi, Ireland's most famous dolphin, will be compared with
other similarly sociable dolphins around the world and, closer to home, Fungi's relationship
with other dolphins will be discussed. The meeting also aims to promote the sightings
network: an identification poster is to be launched and the IWDG sightings database ,,,,ill be
demonstrated. Anyone interested in whales and dolphins is invited to attend the meeting.

Saturday 19th June
10:00- 11:30 Is Fungi a freak? A review of wild, sociable dolphins

Dr Christina Lockyer, Sea Mammal Research Unit, UK
11:30- 12:15 Fungi's social habits - evidence from an analysis of scratches and scars

Simonetta Grippi, Irish lll/hale and Dolphin Group
12:15- 13:00 The identification of whales, dolphins and porpoise in Irish waters

Dr Simon Berrow, Irish Whale and Dolphin Group

13:00- 14:30:

14:30- 17:00

00 Lunch 00

IWDG Meeting

i) Progress Report
ii) IWDG Business:

• Objectives of lWDG • Formulation of IWDG constitution
• Election of steering committee

ii) Stranding and sighting scheme:
• Expansion of network • Training of regional co-ordinators
• Exchange of information • Co-ordinators for specific projects

For those not interested in the IWDG meeting, whale-watching boat trips will be available
with Mike Bennison. Places are limited so please book directly with Mike (06659876).

Sunday 20th June

Whale-watching boat trips with Mike (06659876) and land based watching from Slea Head.

Further information on the weekend is available from:
Kevin Flannery, Garfinny, Dingle, Co. Kerry, Tel/Fax (066 -51267) and Grahame Timmins (066-51548)

Accommodation can be booked at Benners Hotel (06651638)

The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group is dedicated to the study and conservation
of cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises) in Irish waters.

_ _ .t.


