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Celtic Mist is IWDG's 17 m volunteer-supported research vessel and has been used since 2023 as a standardised platform for
baseline cetacean monitoring in Fair Seas Areas of Interest (AOls), proposed as candidates for Marine Protected Areas.
These AOIs cover just under 36% of Ireland’s maritime areaq, yet many coastal sites remain poorly covered by dedicated
transect surveys, highlighting the need for comparable baseline datasets to support MPA design and future monitoring.
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A vessel of this class, operating with structured training and a clear protocol, can generate robust, comparable cetacean baseline
datasets at national scale. The Celtic Mist approach combines low ecological footprint, repeatability and strong public
engagement value, making it a practical framework for future AOlI monitoring within Ireland’'s emerging MPA network,
helping to support evidence-based designation, monitoring and adaptive marine conservation in Irish waters.
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